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Susan Abrahamson | Innovative Genomics Institute 
  

Biography 
I am the Director of Intellectual Property for the Innovative Genomics Institute at the University of California at Berkeley.  I 
am fairly new to this position after being at Sangamo Therapeutics for a number of years and at Novartis prior to that.  I have 
a PhD in Biochemistry and was a researcher in a lab at Xoma Corporation prior to moving into Intellectual Property. 

	
	
Ritesh Agrawal | Pivot Bio 
  
Biography Senior Patent Counsel at Pivot Bio 
	
	
Don Anthony | Mayne Pharma 
  
Biography Vice President, Intellectual Property at Mayne Pharma 
	
	
James Arnold, Jr. | BASF Corporation 
  

Biography 

James Arnold, Jr is Senior Counsel for BASF Corporation and General Patent Counsel of BASF Enzymes, LLC, a subsidiary of 
BASF Corporation located in San Diego, CA and recognized in the white biotechnology space as a pioneer in the development 
and commercialization of high-performance enzymes for industrial processes.  He earned his B.A. in Chemistry with honors 
from Talladega College, Certificate in Business Foundations from UCLA Anderson School of Management, J.D. from Howard 
University School of Law where he served as Managing Editor of the Social Justice Law Review, and his LLM in Business 
Transactions with honors from the University of Alabama School of Law.  As a former Chief IP Counsel of a Fortune 1000 
electronics and semiconductor company and current General Patent Counsel of a biotech subsidiary of the world's largest 
chemical company, he has extensive experience in monetization of intellectual property, management of outside counsel 
and legal budgets, and utilization of intellectual property to accelerate growth strategies within large, complex 
organizations. 

	
	
Brian Babcock | Surnetics 
  

Biography 

Brian Babcock is the founder and intellectual property director for Surnetics, a company that provides precision coatings 
and coated microfluidic products for the life science industry. Surnetics develops coatings that can be used to control all 
liquid flows in a device, eliminating the need for expensive hardware and electronic controls.  Surnetics plans to launch its 
own analytical devices in early 2020.  In addition to his experience at Surnetics, he has established in-house IP departments 
and served as Intellectual Property Manager for Donaldson Company, a multi-billion dollar manufacturer of filtration 
systems and products, and for SunEdison/GCL Solar Materials, a multi-billion dollar manufacturer of solar energy materials 
and products.  In his earlier life, he had many years of "mad scientist" experience working with surface science and materials 
technologies in a wide range of applications including polymer products and processes, rockets engines and aerospace 
products, nuclear reactor technology, nanofibers and nanomaterials, and even consumer products.  He has over 25 years 
experience in technology/new business development and commercialization and an extensive knowledge of manufacturing 
processes and suppliers.  He is a registered patent agent and has Bachelor's and Master's degrees in chemical engineering 
from Vanderbilt University. 

	
	
Ken Barovsky | Halozyme Therapeutics, Inc. 
  

Biography 1980 - PhD, University of California, San Diego 1993 - JD, Santa Clara University 1994 - Registered Patent Attorney (first 
registered as an agent, April 1993) 1993-1999 - Attorney/Partner/Of Counsel (Reed & Robins; Reed & Associates; Bozicevic & 
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Reed; Robins & Associates) 1999-2005 - VP & IP Counsel, Quantum Dot Corporation 2005-2008 - Sr. Director, IP, Amylin 
Pharmaceuticals 2009-Present - Exec. Director/VP IP & Assoc GC, Halozyme Therapeutics, Inc. 

	
	
Robert Bernsetin | Plexxikon 
  

Biography 

Robert Bernstein is Senior Director of Intellectual Property at Plexxikon in Berkeley, California. He manages Plexxikon’s 
global patent portfolio securing patent protection for their drug discovery and development programs, and for their 
partnered drug products. His responsibilities include patent preparation and prosecution, freedom to operate evaluations, 
global patent strategy planning, and IP due diligence. He works closely with scientists and business development to ensure 
that Plexxikon’s intellectual property assets are closely aligned with their technical and business needs. He is also involved in 
post-grant proceedings and patent enforcement efforts. He has over 15 years of legal experience focusing on 
pharmaceuticals. 

	
	
Kevin Buckley | HUYA Bioscience International 
  

Biography 

Currently identifying, securing, and leveraging all intellectual property related to both pre-clinical and clinical stage small 
molecules and large molecules targeting immuno-oncology, cardiovascular, and other indications for HUYA Bioscience. 
Previously handled all IP and assisted with regulatory clearance of AI medical devices for CureMetrix. Prior to that, I was 
Chief Legal Officer for a large university commercialization office, partner in a large law firm, and a biochemist. I obtained my 
JD from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, and BS/Biochemistry from UC San Diego. 

	
	
Jim Butler | BioAtla LLC 
  

Biography 

Dr. Butler has extensive experience in intellectual property acquisition and strategy across a variety of industries.  Before 
joining BioAtla in 2016, Dr. Butler was Vice President of Legal Affairs and Intellectual Property at Sapphire Energy, Inc.  Prior 
to that, Dr. Butler was Senior Director of Patents at Amylin Pharmaceuticals Inc. where he managed world-wide patent 
prosecution.  Dr. Butler has additional experience as a patent attorney at Diversa Corp., Torrey Mesa Research Institute 
(Syngenta) and in private practice at Senniger Powers in St. Louis, MO.  Prior to starting his legal career, Dr. Butler was a 
post-doctoral fellow at Harvard Medical School and an Associate Professor of Animal and Veterinary Science at the 
University of Idaho.  Dr. Butler holds a Ph.D. in Physiology from the University of California, Davis and a J.D. from the 
University of Idaho. 

	
	
Tracie Carroll | La Jolla Pharmaceutical Company 
  

Biography 

Tracie Carroll serves as Director and in-house counsel for La Jolla Pharmaceutical Company, a public biopharmaceutical 
company focused on the discovery, development and commercialization of innovative therapies intended to significantly 
improve outcomes in patients suffering from life-threatening diseases. In her role, she manages the contracting team, the 
intellectual property portfolio and provides support for all legal and compliance matters.  Tracie began her career as a 
patent agent during law school and then spent three years litigating business matters, both in state and federal courts, 
before taking an in-house opportunity at a non-profit research institution. Prior to joining La Jolla Pharmaceutical Company, 
Tracie served as Corporate Counsel at Philips focusing on healthcare legal and compliance.  She has more than 10 years 
experience, including various roles managing, developing and leading a team of various legal functions.  Tracie is a graduate 
of Whittier Law School and recipient of a Certificate in Intellectual Property and CALI Award in Patent Law.  In addition to her 
law degree, Tracie holds a B.S. Degree in Biology, with a minor in Psychology from UCSD and a MBA Degree with a 
concentration in Finance from Pepperdine University. 
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Karen Chan | Conagen Inc. 
  

Biography 

Karen joined Conagen Inc. in January 2019 and currently oversees all legal and IP matters for the company. She takes great 
pleasure in both building patent value through collaboration with inventors and helping the business team gain strategic 
leverage through a strong IP position.  Prior to Conagen, Karen was the general counsel for Polyera Corporation (now 
Flexterra, Inc.), an optoelectronic material supplier for the display industry. Before going in-house, Karen practiced for a 
decade in two leading Boston law firms, advising clients primarily in the pharmaceutical, medical device, and material 
science space. 

	
	
Elbert Chiang | Beam Therapeutics 
  

Biography 

Elbert Chiang is Patent Counsel and Head of Intellectual Property at Beam Therapeutics.  Beam Therapeutics, launched in 
2018, is pioneering the use of CRISPR base editing to develop a broad portfolio of advanced genetic medicines.  Base editor 
therapeutics represent a new class of “precision genetic medicines,” combining precision targeting of the genome with 
precision control of editing outcomes.  Elbert has been at Beam Therapeutics since its day of launch and has been involved 
in supporting Beam’s therapeutic programs, advising on global patent preparation and prosecution strategy, building the 
company's intellectual property portfolio, and providing legal support to research and business teams, including Beam’s 
recent Series B financing.  Prior to joining Beam Therapeutics, Elbert worked as a patent attorney in a number of full-service 
law firms and has a Ph.D. from Princeton University in Molecular Biology. 

	
	
Jared Cohen | Cogen Immune Medicine, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Jared Cohen is Vice President of Legal at Cogen Immune Medicine, where he handles all legal and intellectual property issues 
for the company.  Prior to joining Cogen, Jared was a senior director, patent counsel at Alexion Pharmaceuticals where he 
was responsible for advising all aspects of Alexion’s business, including research, process development, and business 
development, on a variety of issues relating to global intellectual property protection and strategy.Before joining Alexion, 
Jared worked as Associate General Counsel at The Jackson Laboratory where he oversaw the IP estate for the laboratory and 
handled a wide variety of legal activities including immigration support, agreement preparation and legal support for new 
business ventures.Prior to this, he was a senior corporate counsel at MedImmune/AstraZeneca where he managed the 
intellectual property portfolios for both approved and pre-approved products, as well as oversaw IP issues and general 
strategy for the bioprocess development organization.Jared holds a Ph.D. in Biochemistry, Molecular and Cell Biology from 
Cornell University, and a J.D. from Cornell Law School. 

	
	
James Cole | Probiotic Holdings, LLC 
  

Biography 

In my role as Associate General Counsel, I manage the company's global patent and trademark portfolio, including drafting 
and filing all patent applications. My duties also include all day to day corporate matters. Prior to this role, I was a patent 
attorney for several boutique IP firms in Los Angeles. I hold an M.S. in Pharmaceutical Chemistry from the University of 
Florida, a J.D. from Southwestern Law School, and a Master's degree from Princeton University. 

	
	
Pamela Collingwood | Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
  

Biography 

As Senior Counsel, Pamela Collingwood provides legal services to Cedars-Sinai's Technology Ventures office, with an 
emphasis on intellectual property law. Her responsibilities include drafting and reviewing contracts, license agreements and 
correspondence regarding Cedars-Sinai and technology transfer operations and relationships; drafting policies and 
procedures to ensure compliance with new laws and regulations; and providing general legal services to Cedars-Sinai's new 
business ventures. Collingwood joined Cedars-Sinai in 2009. Prior to joining Cedars-Sinai, Collingwood worked in the global 
corporate department of the international law firm of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP. At Milbank, she represented 
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public and privately-held companies in a wide range of domestic and international transactions, including mergers and 
acquisitions, equity investments, secured financings and debt and equity offerings. Collingwood earned a bachelor's degree 
in history and comparative literature from Brown University. She earned her doctorate of law degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law (Boalt Hall). Prior to attending law school, she received a Fulbright grant to study Arabic 
language and literature at the University of Damascus, Syria. She is a member of the State Bar of California. 

	
	
Christopher DeVry | BioMarin Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
  

Biography 
Experienced patent attorney and former Ph.D. scientist with an extensive history of working both in house and as outside 
counsel in the biotechnology industry. Skilled in patent prosecution, strategic patent counseling, portfolio development, and 
life cycle management, as well as IP due diligence and FTO analysis. 

	
	
Margaret Dunbar | Synthetic Genomics 
  

Biography 

Margaret Dunbar a registered patent attorney with 25 years’ experience in all aspects of patent, trademark and copyright 
prosecution, counseling, M&A-related activity and freedom to operate positioning.  Ms. Dunbar’s business, legal & scientific 
background is in & with biotechnology and life science companies, universities and research institutes; including expertise 
and experience with managing all aspects of IP, including major licensing transactions for late preclinical- and clinical-stage 
assets, pre-clinical and clinical trials, therapeutics, research programs, agbiotech, chemical processes & formulations, 
medical devices, surgical methods and high-tech methods and devices.  She has regulatory and compliance experience that 
includes matters relating to FDA, CDC, Clinical Trials, DHHS, DOD, EPA, USDA, export controls, and FCPA.  She has been the 
Research Integrity Officer at 2 institutes and Alternate Official for Select Agents, including security assessments and 
reporting to the CDC. 

	
	
Jesse Fecker | Ferring Pharmaceuticals 
  

Biography 

Jesse is presently Chief US Patent Counsel at Ferring Pharmaceuticals, where he is responsible for US patent litigation and 
worldwide strategy for a number of products. Jesse came to Ferring after over a decade among Hamilton, Brook, Smith & 
Reynolds; Ropes & Gray; and Choate, Hall & Stewart.  Jesse has a B.A. from Bard College at Simon's Rock at a Ph.D. in 
bioinorganic chemistry. 

	
	
Wolfgang Flasche | Immatics Biotechnologies GmbH 
  

Biography 

For 12 years Dr. Flasche is heading the IP department of Immatics. After studying chemistry in Philipps-Universität Marburg, 
Germany and Moscow National Lomonossow University (Russia) he obtained his PhD in Bio-organic chemistry from the 
Humboldt-University in Berlin with a stipendium from the Schering AG and a stipendiary of the Humboldt Foundation. In 
2005 he started working in the IP field for Bayer Material Science before turning to the Biotech field. As the Director and Head 
of IP he is responsible for the IP group and all IP related work as well as working with BD on agreements and licenses 
including, opposition proceedings, third party observations and appellant procedures, international IP Due Diligences with 
investors and major companies. He is a European Patent Attorney and a member of LES, GRUR, VPP and EPI. 

	
	
Jennifer Fox | Emergent BioSolutions Inc. 
  
Biography Vice President, Associate General Counsel, IP 
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Mark Friedman | ChromaDex Corp. 
  

Biography 

Counselor and strategic adviser to senior management teams and boards of directors with a proven record of driving 
business objectives and practically protecting company assets. Collaboratively provides leadership in fast growth 
environment including establishing global alliances, developing and protecting intellectual property, and strategically 
complying with complex international regulatory strictures. Develops and implements successful solutions to protect 
company value under crisis management circumstances including shareholder activism ($1 Billion short seller), intense 
regulatory scrutiny and significant consumer and shareholder class action litigation.  Deep experience with: +Public 
company governance and best practices +Complex commercial, M&A, finance and real estate transactions +Creating and 
implementing effective, global compliance programs including sexual harassment, wage & hour, FCPA, OFAC, privacy and 
safety +Intellectual property development and protection  +Extensive interaction with regulators including SEC, FTC, DOJ, 
FDA and states' attorney generals +Creative dispute resolution and management of significant litigation matters +Global 
legal team leadership from startups to 50+ global attorneys, including succession planning, budget management and 
professional development +Global corporate structure +Global manufacturing, distribution, licensing and franchising +Crisis 
management 

	
	
Maneesh Gupta | Proteus Digital Health, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Maneesh Gupta has experience in all facets of intellectual property law, including patent litigation, patent prosecution, and 
everything in between.  He spent the first 4+ years of his legal career at law firms focusing on patent litigation, and the next 
4+ years at law firms focusing on strategic patent prosecution.  His current in-house role includes handling all aspects of 
intellectual property for Proteus Digital Health, which has developed the world’s first Digital Medicine offering that measures 
medication treatment effectiveness and helps physicians improve clinical outcomes. 

	
	
Elizabeth Haanes | IGM Biosciences, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Dr. Haanes has served as vice president, intellectual property at IGM Biosciences, Inc. since 2019. Dr. Haanes spent the past 
19 years in private legal practice in the Washington D.C. area, providing intellectual property services to a broad spectrum of 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. Most recently she practiced as a Partner at the law firm of FisherBroyles, LLP, 
and prior to that was a Partner at Thompson Coburn LLP and a Director at Sterne Kessler Goldstein & Fox, PLLC. Prior to 
entering law school, Dr. Haanes conducted virology research as a scientist at Heska Corporation. Dr. Haanes received a B.S. 
in Biology from the University of Michigan, a Ph.D. in Microbiology from the University of Minnesota, and a J.D. from the 
University of Colorado. 

	
	
Richard Hake | Metagenics, Inc. 
  

Biography 20+ year in house health care and pharma veteran IP leader, Ph. D. in Biophysical Chemistry.  I manage all IP for Metagenics, 
a medical food and supplement company.I have worked primarily in start-ups, and M&A exiting companies. 

	
	
Bonny Hinkle | 23andMe 
  

Biography 

Bonny Hinkle, has more than 15 years of experience with a broad range of intellectual property needs, including patent 
preparation and prosecution, coordination of worldwide patent strategies, portfolio management, due diligence 
investigations and supporting business development deals.  Bonny’s scientific background includes molecular biology and 
immunology.  Bonny earned her PhD from University of California, Los Angeles.  Prior to joining 23andMe, Bonny spent 15 
years at Genentech and almost three years at Knobbe, Martens, Olsen and Bear’s San Francisco office. 
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Mark Hoch | Zogenix, Inc. 
  

Biography Zogenix, Inc., Sr. Patent Counsel (2017 - present)  Questcor Pharma., Sr. Counsel, IP (2013 - 2015, acquired by Mallinckrodt 
Pharms. 8/2015) Convergent Law Group, Partner (2012 - 2013)  Elan Pharmaceuticals, VP, IP (1999 - 2011) 

	
	
David Hoffman | Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy 
  

Biography 

Studied biology as an undergraduate, did a Ph.D. in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology, was a serial postdoc for 
five years, then went back to school and finished my law degree in 2004.  Spent 6 years in private practice (3 at Finnegan, 
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett, & Dunner, 3 at Morrison & Foerster), and have been in-house patent counsel in industry 3+ 
years at Bavarian Nordic, 2 years at Genomic Health) and the non-profit sector since. 

	
	
Mark Jackson | Editas Medicine 
  

Biography 

Mr. Jackson has worked in the biotech industry for thirty-five years, nearly twenty-five of which has been devoted to solving 
issues surrounding biotech IP. Although his work has been primarily directed to in-house management of global IP litigation-
related proceedings, Mr. Jackson also has extensive experience managing global patent portfolios. His current position as 
Senior Director, Intellectual Property at Editas Medicine requires his counsel on a wide range of IP related legal  matters. 

	
	
Judy Jarecki-Black | Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health 
  

Biography 

DR. Judy Jarecki-Black is Head, Patent Prosecution and Patent Litigation, of Boehringer Ingleheim Animal Health which 
recently acquired Merial. Dr. Jarecki-Black is admitted to the state bars of Georgia and South Carolina, and is admitted to 
practice before several federal courts including the United States Supreme Court. Since 2002, Dr. Black's department 
maintains and enforces the global patent portfolio for Merial (now Boehringer Ingleheim Animal Health). Her department 
obtains patent protection, generates patentability and freedom-to- operate opinions, and conducts due diligence for a 
variety of licensing opportunities. Dr. Jarecki- Black is also responsible for global patent litigation and leads the trial team on 
all patent cases. 

	
	
Florence Jovic | Theravance Biopharma 
  
Biography Patent attorney with a PhD in organic chemistry 
	
	
David Joyal | Coty, Inc. 
  

Biography 

David Joyal serves as Coty's first-ever patent attorney, building a function focusing on patentability, due diligence, 
competitive intelligence, patent prosecution, and leveraging in- and out-licensing opportunities to drive consumer product 
innovation. Prior to this role, he was Director and Senior Patent Counsel at Avon Products, Inc. with primary responsibility 
for Avon’s patent preparation and prosecution, freedom to operate, open innovation and other patent-related work. 
Previously, he spent almost 9 years as a patent prosecutor and litigator at Day Pitney and Greenberg Traurig 

	
	
Jeff Kessler | Denali Therapeutics 
  
Biography Senior Patent Counsel at Denali Therapeutics Inc.  I have 15 years of IP and patent experience both at law firms and in house. 
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I have expertise in developing and managing patent portfolios, including platform technologies, as well as due diligence and 
transactional experience.  I have a JD from Suffolk University School of Law, a Ph.D. at Harvard University in Biological 
Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology, and a BS in Chemistry from Yale University. 

	
	
Jeffrey Kopacz | Omega Therapeutics, Inc. 
  

Biography 
1/2019-Present:  Omega Therapeutics, Inc., Vice President Intellectual Property 1/2009-1/2019:  Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, 
Inc., Senior Director, Senior Counsel Intellectual Property 1/2004-1/2009:  Lock Lord:  Associate/Technology Specialist 
9/2001-9/2003:  Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Technology Specialist 

	
	
Allen Kuo | Pivot Bio 
  
Biography Corporate Counsel with 7+ years of drafting complex commercial agreements and advising on risk mitigation strategies. 
	
	
Michelle Lewis | Streck, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Michelle is the Patent Attorney at Streck, Inc. , a company that develops and provides control and blood preservation 
products for the medical device industry.  After majoring in Biology at Duke University, she earned a Masters in Genetics at 
Columbia University and her JD at Rutgers-Newark Law School.  She began her patent career as a patent examiner at the 
USPTO.  After leaving the Office, she worked in law firms, such as Darby & Darby and Perkins Coie, in-house at large 
companies such as Bristol-Myers Squibb and Genentech, and small companies such as ZymoGenetics, Molecular Templates, 
and Circuit Therapeutics. Currently she oversees all the intellectual property prosecution for Streck, Inc.  including a 
significant transactional practice.  Specializing in patent portfolio management and in-house process development, she 
especially enjoys the challenge of crafting individualized patent approaches for creating value in the varied types of 
biotechnology business models. 

	
	
Sapna Mehtani | Brammer Bio (viral vector services business unit of Thermo Fisher) 
  

Biography 

Intellectual Property Attorney with several years of combined law firm and in-house experience working with life sciences 
and pharmaceutical companies in matters relating to developing and implementing patent portfolio strategies and 
managing a broad range of IP and contract issues.Experience in dealing with a wide variety of technology areas including, 
antibody therapeutics, gene and cell therapies, gene editing, protein expression platforms, research reagents and kits, 
microfluidics, protein purification reagents, nanoparticles, immunohistochemistry, phage display, RNA interference and 
manufacturing processes for monoclonal antibodies and gene and cell therapy products. 

	
	
Ljiljana Minwalla | CiVi Biopharma, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Ljiljana received her doctorate in pharmacology before turning to the practice of law where she leverages legal and scientific 
expertise to commercialize cutting edge therapies.  She is passionate about optimizing the intersection of law, science and 
business to drive bottom-line results and works across all key commercial areas of biotech and pharmaceutical industries 
including intellectual property (IP), clinical trials, FDA regulatory oversight, contract negotiations, manufacturing, M&A, 
market access and commercialization. She is a trusted advisor to leaders, boards, scientists and employees globally.  Ljiljana 
practiced as a patent attorney at a boutique IP firm before joining a vaccine biotech company in Connecticut as General 
Counsel. She then served as Senior Legal and Patent Counsel for a regenerative medicine biotech company, Mesoblast. Prior 
to joining Helsinn Therapeutics (U.S.), Inc. as Senior Corporate Counsel, Ljiljana served the International AIDS Vaccine 
Initiative as Associate General Counsel.  She is currently VP of IP and Legal Affairs at CiVi Biopharma, Inc., a clinical stage 
biotech company focused on cardio-metabolic and vascular diseases. 
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Ahmed Mousa | Pieris Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Mr. Ahmed Mousa joined Pieris in January 2016 and currently serves as Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate 
Secretary with responsibility for Pieris' legal matters, including licensing and corporate activities and the company's global 
patent portfolio. Prior to joining Pieris, Ahmed was an attorney with the law firm Covington & Burling LLP, where he 
represented pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies in a range of matters. Ahmed was also previously a law clerk at 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and an IP Associate at the law firm Kirkland & Ellis LLP. Ahmed obtained 
undergraduate degrees in Molecular Biology and Government from Cornell University with research experience prior to his 
legal career focused on tumor biology and angiogenesis. Ahmed graduated from Georgetown Law with honors, where he 
was the Editor-in-Chief of the Georgetown Journal of International Law. 

	
	
Byron Olsen | Dicerna Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
  
Biography 20+ years in Biotech IP 
	
	
Minako Pazdera | Lyell Immunopharma 
  

Biography 

Lyell Immunopharma, VP, Intellectual Property; Sangamo, VP, Intellectual Property; Genentech, Associate General Counsel, 
Associate Director, Practice Group Leader, Senior Patent Counsel Ropes & Gray LLP, Associate/Patent Agent Marshall, 
Gerstein & Borun LLP, Patent Agent/Technical Specialist Fordham University, JD Carnegie Mellon University, Ph.D. Biological 
Sciences University of California, Berkeley, BA Molecular Cell Biology/Genetics 

	
	
Richard Person | Amgen Inc. 
  

Biography 
2001-present: Amgen: AGC, handle BD diligence, small molecule practice, budget, trademarks 199-2001: AstraZeneca: Patent 
Attorney 1997-1998: Gardere & Wynne: Patent Litigation J.D. SMU 1998 NIH Post-Doc Columbia U.  Ph.D. Organic Chemistry 
Nevada 

	
	
Wendy Ross | The Innovate Institute 
  

Biography 

Using a depth of experience in technology commercialization, I am skilled in the evaluation, protection, management and 
exploitation of intellectual property through licensing, co-development and start-up company formation in the life sciences 
and healthcare fields.  I am an organized, thorough and personable individual with management experience who is always 
ready to apply my expertise to achieve results.  Experience Executive Director, IP & Market Strategy, Innovation Lab, LLC 
February 2017 – Present � Leading a team responsible for the development, management and exploitation of the IP portfolio 
of the Innovation Lab and its associated healthcare systems. � Developing policies and procedures for an effective IP 
Management process, including the identification, protection and exploitation of products developed within the Innovation 
Lab. � Developing an effective Cost and Revenue Management process for products developed within the Lab. � 
Management of relationships with internal (Clinical and Market Intelligence, Product Development and Regional teams) and 
external (Innovation Lab member-owners and The Cleveland Clinic) partners. Innovation Manager, Innovation Lab, LLC 
September 2015 – February 2017 � Responsible for the identification, protection and exploitation of healthcare technologies 
submitted to the Innovation Lab from it’s member-owner healthcare system network. � Liaison with Clinical and Market 
Intelligence and Product Development teams to enable development and commercialization of diverse healthcare 
technologies from consumer products to regulated medical devices.  Consultant, Tekcapital plc February 2015 – August 2015 
n Mining of technologies from over 4,000 research institutions using Tekcapital plc proprietary software to identify, review 
and acquire intellectual property assets for innovation-focused clients. Senior Consultant, Foresight Science & Technology  
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October 2014 – August 2015 n Responsible for the detailed commercial analysis of new technologies, including the conduct 
of market research, evaluation of the competitive opening, assessment of regulatory considerations, intellectual property 
appraisal and the development of commercialization strategies. Technology Transfer Manager, Research & Innovation 
Services,  Cardiff University, United Kingdom July 2007 – December 2013 n Management of a team engaged in technology 
commercialization from all faculties of Cardiff University, including the Schools of Medicine and Dentistry (KPIs: numbers of 
patents filed, technology licenses completed, licensing income secured, developmental funding secured, numbers of spin-
out companies formed); n Management of project activity & budget and reporting to senior management; n Director on the 
Board of the university’s spin-put venture partner, Fusion IP plc - liaison and planning of potential spin-out company 
opportunities; n Member of the university’s Commercial Advisory Panel. Technology Transfer Officer, Research & Innovation 
Services, Cardiff University, United Kingdom October 2000 – July 2007 n Identification, appraisal, protection & development 
of new technologies emanating from the life science and medical faculties of the university for commercialization; n 
Representation of the university on Boards of Directors of spin-out companies; n Liaison with external partners and 
stakeholders (e.g. patent attorneys, counsel, local government, business advisors and funding bodies); Post-Doctoral 
Scientist, German Cancer Research Center, Heidelberg, Germany August 1998 – June 2000 n Research project investigating 
the molecular role of RNA Polymerase I transcription factor IA in the laboratory of Professor Ingrid Grummt. 

	
	
Sean Ryder | Mesoblast Inc. 
  

Biography 

• Broad experience across the full spectrum of legal issues at a Life Sciences company � Chief Legal Officer responsible for all 
legal matters in the US at a fully commercialized Pharmaceutical Company � Patent Attorney with experience in 
Pharmaceutical and Molecular Biology Arts � Transactional Attorney with experience structuring, drafting and negotiating 
contracts supporting life science organizations, including commercialization, clinical development, in- and out-licensing and 
product acquisitions � Member of Senior Management that successfully converted from a solely drug development to a fully 
commercialized organization with 3 marketed products � First Compliance Officer, responsible for the creation company’s 
initial Compliance Program, including training, monitoring and auditing compliance • Broad knowledge of the legal and 
regulatory framework for the development, manufacture, distribution and commercialization of pharmaceutical products.  • 
Collaborative and solution-oriented attorney with excellent interpersonal skills, ability to think proactively, act quickly in 
building consensus and excelling within multi-functional and geographically diverse organizations  • Proven analytical skills, 
written and verbal communication, presentation skills and the ability to articulate legal issues concisely and make them 
understandable to business owners and partners • “There are no problems, only solutions we haven’t thought of yet” 

	
	
Sanjesh Sharma | Johnson & Johnson Surgical Vision, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Sanjesh Sharma is  Senior IP Counsel at Johnson & Johnson Surgical Vision (formerly Abbott Medical Optics), where she 
manages the company's global patent portfolios for the Refractive and Laser Cataract Surgery product lines. She has broad 
experience in all aspects of intellectual property matters, including patent and trademark litigation, prosecution, licensing, 
counseling, and opinion work. While she has an undergraduate degree in Microbiology and industry experience in the life 
sciences area, she has worked on patent cases involving a wide range of industries, including biotechnology,  
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, semiconductor technology, consumer electronics, and computer software. She has 
represented individuals, start-ups, emerging growth as well as Fortune 500 companies in intellectual property and general 
commercial business matters. 

	
	
Mukund Sharma | Align Technology, Inc. 
  
Biography Experienced patent counsel with focus on medical device and digital health industries. 
	
	
Peter Silverman | Merus N.V. 
  
Biography Peter B. Silverman, J.D. has served as Merus N.V.'s General Counsel since February 2018 and as the Chief Intellectual 
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Property Officer and Head of US Legal since February 2017. His responsibilities include all aspects of the company’s legal and 
intellectual property matters.  Prior to joining Merus, Mr. Silverman was a Partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, where he 
represented numerous life sciences companies concerning an array of legal matters. Mr. Silverman also served as judicial 
law clerk to U.S. District Court Judge Anne E. Thompson of the District of New Jersey.  

	
	
Karen Sinclair | Harvard University 
  
Biography Director of Intellectual Property at Harvard University 
	
	
Margareta Sorenson | Amicus Therapeutics 
  
Biography Director Of Intellectual Property at Amicus Therapeutics 
	
	
Michael Stimson | Genus plc 
  

Biography 

Mike Stimson is the Chief Intellectual Property Counsel for Genus. Before joining Genus, Mike was Senior Corporate 
Intellectual Property Counsel for DuPont Pioneer (now Corteva) and before that was a partner at Jones Day. Mike is a 
member of the corporate counsel committee of the Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO). He holds a Ph.D. from 
Cornell University and a J.D. from Georgetown University Law School. He has practiced intellectual property law for over 20 
years, starting as a patent agent while he was in law school and then becoming a litigation and strategic patent portfolio 
management attorney. He was the lead technical counsel for a trade secret arbitration that resulted in an $800M award to 
his client, the victim of trade secret theft from a former employee. As in-house counsel for DuPont Pioneer, he worked with 
the FBI and DOJ in successfully prosecuting a foreign national for trade secret theft, resulting in a restitution order and a 
federal prison sentence under the Defend Trade Secrets Act of 2016. 

	
	
Harriet Strimpel | New England Biolabs 
  

Biography 

Chief Patent Counsel at New England Biolabs (17 years) creating and managing a globally and ssubject matter diverse 
portfolio of IP (patents, trademarks, copyrights, tradesecrets, licensing, FTOs)  The IP covers Life science reagents including 
NextGen sequencing  reagents.  I am a graduate of  Oxford University , UK where I  obtained a doctorate in molecular 
virology.  I  obtained my  law degree at Suffolk Law School.  I  practiced patent law for more than ten years at Bromberg & 
Sunstein LLP before  joining New England Biolabs. Prior to joining Bromberg & Sunstein, I was principal of  HMS Biosciences 
advising investors and biotechnology companies in technical and business strategies and before that I was a scientist at 
Biogen Corp in Cambridge, Massachusetts. I have participated in continuing education programs for MCLE, BBA and others. 

	
	
Jeffrey Sunman | Precision BioSciences, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Dr. Jeffrey Sunman serves as the Director of Intellectual Property at Precision BioSciences, working closely with scientists 
and management to oversee all aspects of the company's IP work and strategic patent planning. Prior to joining Precision, 
Dr. Sunman worked in the Biotechnology, Chemical, and Pharmaceutical Patents group at Alston and Bird LLP where he 
represented a wide array of clients, including biotechnology and agricultural companies, universities, and small biotech 
startups. Jeff obtained his B.S. in Biology from Stetson University and his Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Mercer 
University. Following his doctoral work, he completed post-doctoral fellowships at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and at the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences. 
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Karishma Tejwani | Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Registered Patent Attorney with experience in pharmaceutical manufacturing compliance and product development from 
manufacturing scale-up to commercialization. Thorough knowledge of FDA regulations, domestic and international Good 
Manufacturing Practice regulations. Core competencies include:  • Contract Drafting, Review, Negotiation • Pre-clinical, 
Quality, and Supply Agreements  • Biopharmaceutical Patent Prosecution • Kaizen/Continuous Improvement • SAP  Admitted 
to the State Bar of California in 2015 and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in 2016. 

	
	
Tony Uhm | Capricor Therapeutics, Inc. 
  
Biography https://www.linkedin.com/in/tony-uhm-6a81608a/ 
	
	
Justin Underwood | Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
  

Biography Justin is a diverse and pragmatic attorney focused in the pharmaceutical industry with a wide variety of experiences from 
both the branded and generic perspective.  Extensive background in  E-discovery, IP, Regulatory, R&D,  and Operations. 

	
	
Shelby Walker | CRISPR Therapeutics 
  

Biography 

Results-oriented and accomplished legal professional with 16+ years of demonstrated success in spearheading strategic 
guidance for the global development of biologic products for rare diseases in view of patent, regulatory and competitive 
landscapes. Highly skilled in broad range of legal and IP-related matters: IP licensing and transactional issues, mergers and 
acquisitions, private and public financings, SEC filings, general corporate transactional issues, manufacturing and clinical 
trial agreement drafting and negotiation. A hands-on organizational leader; manages departmental budgets and ensures 
focused business delivery. Forges and maintains effective relationships with diverse groups of clients and colleagues. 
Recognized for superior conflict resolution and problem solving skills. Resourceful, sharp, and respected. 

	
	
Laura Wine | Allergan, Inc. 
  
Biography Executive Director, Senior Patent Counsel at Allergan 
	
	
Trevor Woodage | Bio-Techne 
  

Biography 

Trevor helps oversee Bio-Techne’s intellectual property relating to its diverse and extensive set of biomedical research tools 
and reagents and its expanding molecular diagnostic and cell and gene therapy portfolios.  Trevor attended the University of 
Minnesota Law School and worked at Fish & Richardson before joining Bio-Techne.  Trained as a physician in Australia, 
Trevor also has a Ph.D. in molecular genetics.  After a post-doctoral fellowship at the National Institutes of Health, he worked 
as a research scientist at Celera Genomics and Applied Biosystems on the Human Genome Project and related biomedical 
applications. 

	
	
Randy Wu | 10X Genomics 
  

Biography My practice focuses on intellectual property litigation and counseling. I am also a registered patent agent with extensive 
experience relating to life sciences. 
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Bruce Wu | Illumina 
  

Biography 
Bruce Wu is a director of Global IP at Illumina Inc.  He leads Illumina's global IP strategy in engineering and research related 
technologies.  Before Illumina, Bruce was in house counsel at HP Inc., managing several of HP's patent portfolios.  Bruce 
earned a PhD and Master's degrees in engineering, both from MIT, and a JD from Georgetown. 

	
	
George Xixis | Decibel Therapeutics 
  

Biography 

George currently is VP of Legal Affairs and Intellectual Property at Decibel Therapeutics Inc., which is developing 
therapeutics to treat hearing and balance disorders. Prior to joining Decibel George had held a number of different positions 
as both in-house counsel and at a number of law firms.  George's practice has focused on providing both legal and strategic 
advice to companies with complex needs across a wide area of industries, with a focusing on the biotechnology, 
pharmaceutical, chemical and medical device spaces. He has extensive experience in intellectual property portfolio 
development and management (including patent prosecution), due diligence and patent litigation as well as licensing and 
strategic alliances. 

	
	
Daniel Yarbrough | Element Biosciences 
  

Biography 

Dr. Daniel Yarbrough currently serves as Director of Intellectual Property for Element Biosciences. Dan has over 15 years of 
experience in various roles within the biotechnology industry, including leading drug development efforts for oral health 
applications as a lead scientist at C3 Jian, Inc., and handling IP matters for numerous biotech clients in various stages of 
their development as an attorney with the firm of Knobbe Martens Olson and Bear.  Most recently he has provided in-house 
IP strategy, due diligence support, portfolio management, and patent procurement advice to several emerging 
biotechnology companies including Matrisys Biosciences, Inc.  He holds a Ph.D. in Biology from the University of Oregon and 
a J.D. from the University of Michigan. 

	
	
William Youngblood | American Regent 
  

Biography 

More than 15 years of successful experience working in both corporate and private firm environments.  Experienced in all 
aspects of patent law with extensive experience in litigating patents as well as prosecuting, managing and maintaining 
patent portfolios. Specialized experience representing pharmaceutical company clients in ANDA litigation pursuant to the 
Hatch-Waxman Act including first-chair trial experience.  As in-house Intellectual Property/Patent Counsel, responsible for all 
aspects of intellectual property management including patent portfolio development and maintenance, litigation oversight, 
contract/licensing activities, and new business development strategies. 

	


