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Candice Alderson | Ledcor Group of Companies  
  

Biography 

Candice Alderson is the Senior Vice President, Infrastructure Investments for the Ledcor Group of Companies, a privately 
owned company that is one of the most diverse conglomerates in North America. The Ledcor Group of Companies consists of 
the Commercial Construction, Property, Industrial, Mining, Pipeline, Resource, Transportation and Telecommunication 
business units. Candice has worked with a variety of these business units during her time at Ledcor, including Senior Vice 
President & General Counsel for Ledcor’s P3 and Telecommunications Group, while also overseeing general corporate 
matters, including acquisitions for the Ledcor Group of Companies. Currently, Candice oversees Ledcor’s Infrastructure 
Investment Group and is responsible for leading the infrastructure team in its pursuits of securing equity investments and 
supporting multiple Ledcor divisions in the pursuit of major infrastructure and P3 investment projects. Candice graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts from Concordia University (double major) and a LLB from the University of Victoria. Candice was an 
executive member of the Vancouver Bar Association and has been active on various Canadian Bar Association Committees 
(BC and National) during her legal career. She was a member and Chair of the Bar Talk Editorial Advisory Board for over 10 
years has participated in the CBABC’s Women’s Lawyers Forum mentorship program for many years. She is also a member of 
the Canadian Infrastructure Law Forum Organizing Committee. She is an alumnus of the Governor General’s Leadership 
Conference (2004), a member of the Governor General’s BC Study Tour Committee and a member of the Advisory Board of 
Power to Be. Candice was awarded L’Expert’s Top 40 Under 40 Rising Star Award.  

 
 
Erik Anderson | Trident Seafoods Corporation  
  

Biography Experienced legal advice and counseling on complex business, litigation, insurance, and regulatory matters. General 
corporate practice, with an emphasis on product development, operations, and distribution.  

 
 
Rafael Andrade | Emerson  
  

Biography 
Rafael has worked at Emerson for 10+ years during which he focused his actions in tax and trade compliance and 
commercial transactions in Latin America overseeing a large array of legal and commercial issues. Prior to joining Emerson, 
Rafael has worked in global companies such as Votorantim in which he supported the company's global growth..  

 
 
Matthew Ayres | Bolthouse Farms  
  

Biography 

Matthew Ayres is General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Bolthouse Farms. Based in Los Angeles, Matt became the 
Bolthouse Farms GC upon the June 2019 sale of the business by the Campbell Soup Company to Butterfly Equity, a private 
equity firm. Prior to his current role, Matt spent over 11 years in various roles at Campbell. Matt joined Campbell in 2008, 
focusing on the negotiation and drafting of corporate and commercial transactions across multiple business units, functions, 
and geographies. He led the global implementation of policies, procedures, and technologies to systematize the negotiation 
and documentation of contractual obligations with third-parties. In 2013, he was named Chief Counsel of Pepperidge Farm, 
then a stand-alone division of Campbell based in Norwalk, CT. While at Pepperidge Farm, he oversaw the provision of all 
legal services to the U.S.-based bakery and snacking business and specialized in commercial transactions and sales and 
distribution matters and served as the team’s executive legal partner. In late 2016, he became Chief Counsel for the 
Campbell Fresh division, which was based in California and included the Bolthouse Farms business, and worked on the sale 
of Bolthouse Farms to Butterfly Equity. Previous to Campbell, Matt spent six years as an associate with the law firm of Cleary 
Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP in its Hong Kong and Washington, D.C. offices. He also held an externship with the Honorable 
Ricardo M. Urbina, U.S.D.C., in Washington, D.C., and, prior to law school, he taught English as a second language in South 
Korea. Matt earned his B.A. degree in history from the University of California, Berkeley, and his J.D. degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School.  
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Monte Baier | Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.  
  

Biography 

As General Counsel and Senior Vice President of International Development, Monte Baier is responsible for Panda Restaurant 
Group’s global legal affairs and for expanding the brand beyond the United States through partnerships with like-minded 
restaurant companies. 
 
Monte brings to Panda a strong background in corporate acquisitions and financings, corporate governance and litigation 
management from a career working in corporate legal departments and law firms. His corporate experience includes roles as 
Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of K2 Inc., a leading sporting goods equipment manufacturer, and as Assistant 
General Counsel and Assistant Corporate Secretary of Asia Global Crossing, an Asian telecommunications company. Prior to 
this, he was an associate at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett in NYC and London. 
 
Monte earned an AB in economics from Dartmouth College graduating Phi Beta Kappa and a law degree from New York 
University, where he was an Articles Editor of the New York University Law Review. 

 
 
Brian Baldrate | Raytheon  
  

Biography 

Results-driven General Counsel with over 20 years of broad experience including government service, private practice and in-
house corporate legal practice. Practical, collaborative team player who creates innovative legal solutions that enable 
business growth and promote integrity. Trusted advisor to executive management and the Board of Directors for a Fortune 
120 public company, while working with stakeholders across the company and around the globe. Former Special Assistant 
U.S. Attorney and white collar litigator with extensive experience leading and managing complex litigation and resolving 
sensitive investigations with government regulators.  

 
 
Alyson Barker | Drybar Holdings  
  

Biography 

Alyson is Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary of Drybar Holdings LLC and manages the legal affairs of the company. 
Since coming to Drybar, Alyson has built and developed the Company’s legal function and has worked on a number of 
significant initiatives related to the Company’s brand protection efforts, corporate governance practices, financings, equity 
management and employment practices. Prior to joining Drybar, Alyson was General Counsel at Lucky Brand Dungarees, LLC 
where she built the legal department, helped facilitate the Company’s transition from a public-company subsidiary to a 
privately-held company, worked on numerous financing rounds, and managed and resolved significant litigation matters. 
Alyson also served as General Counsel and Corporate Secretary at The Wet Seal, Inc. (a publicly held corporation) where in 
addition to running the company’s legal department and corporate governance efforts, Alyson was tasked with overseeing 
the transition of the company’s Arden B stores into Wet Seal Plus stores. Prior to that Alyson practiced law at Jones Day. 
Alyson has been recognized by numerous professional associations and industry groups for her work in the legal field and in 
2013, under Alyson’s leadership, Wet Seal’s legal department was recognized by the National Law Journal as the top legal 
department for corporate compliance in Southern California. Alyson holds a B.A. from Georgetown University and a J.D. from 
Georgetown University School of Law.  

 



GENERAL COUNSEL FORUM 
November 10–12, 2019 | Fashion Island Hotel | Newport Beach, CA 

 
 

Consero Group LLC | (202) 595-9300 | info@consero.com 

 
Mike Bayer | Fender Musical Instruments Corporation  
  

Biography 

Mike Bayer brings more than 30 years of business and legal affairs experience and leadership as General Counsel & Executive 
Vice President of Business and Legal Affairs at Fender Musical Instruments Corporation (FMIC), the world’s leading guitar and 
musical instruments manufacturer transforming music history since 1946. In this role, Bayer oversees all worldwide business 
and legal affairs-related matters for both the core Fender business, as well as Fender Digital. This includes IP, litigation, 
corporate and compliance matters, as well as the day-to-day legal guidance for all departments, including sales, marketing, 
artist relations, operations and HR. He also serves as Secretary and liaison to the Board of Directors. In relation to Fender 
Digital, Bayer is the Company’s business and legal affairs liaison for all artists, music publishers, record labels and 
performance rights organizations, negotiating and papering all talent deals, such as music licenses, signature guitars and 
marketing videos. Throughout his career, Bayer has been involved in the business and legal affairs aspects of financing, 
production and distribution of film, television and music content. Prior to joining FMIC, Bayer managed all business and legal 
affairs as General Counsel for Miramax (not during the Weinstein era), reporting directly to the Chief Executive Officer. Prior 
to Miramax, Bayer founded Saban Films, an independent film acquisition and distribution company owned by Haim Saban, 
which successfully launched at the Cannes Film Festival in 2014. Saban Films still remains one of the most prolific and 
lucrative independent film distribution companies. Prior to this, Bayer served as the General Counsel and Senior Vice 
President for Image Entertainment, where he negotiated and drafted domestic and worldwide acquisition, production, 
distribution and sublicensing agreements for feature film, television, audio and digital exploitation. As the Director of 
Business and Legal Affairs for Paramount Pictures, one of Bayer’s most notable achievements was negotiating a deal with 
the estate of John Wayne to acquire the distribution rights to the actor’s film library. At MP3.com, Bayer created the world’s 
first online music licensing business, where film and TV supervisors could search, license, and pay for master and synch 
licenses directly from rights holders. In addition to his time as an entertainment lawyer, Bayer has also worked in the 
production aspect of the film and television business, including stints as a feature film and television producer. In his free 
time, Bayer is passionate about mountaineering and music. He has summited the peaks of Kilimanjaro, Pico Del Orizaba, and 
Mount Rainier, among many others, and as an avid member of the US Highpointers Club, he has climbed the highest peak in 
49 of the 50 United States. Bayer earned his bachelors from Duke University before attending law school at the University of 
North Carolina  

 
 
Cary Berger | Artisanal Brewers Collective  
  

Biography 

A Los Angeles based attorney and technology executive with more than 20 years of experience, Cary Berger currently serves 
as the Chief Administrative Officer & General Counsel of Artisanal Brewers Collective, a developer and operator of pubs and 
restaurants with an emphasis on craft beer produced on site by award winning brewers. A co-founder of the company in 
2016, ABC has developed 15 locations in less than 3 years. Prior to ABC, Cary led the legal function at Maker Studios, a next-
generation media and technology company and the world’s largest provider of online video content for millennials. In his 
role as General Counsel of Maker, he represented the company in its sale to Disney Enterprises, Inc. for up to $950 million. He 
subsequently worked at Disney to integrate Maker into the company and to represent Disney on a number of strategic media 
distribution transactions. Prior to Maker, he served as President and General Counsel of eHarmony, Inc., responsible for its 
legal and governmental affairs, where he represented the company as it opened in Australia, Brazil and Japan, solidified its 
presence in the United Kingdom, and through strategic investments expanded to several other countries in Europe & South 
America. He also saw the company through several changes of management as well as preparing the company for an initial 
public offering (which was never filed) and a sale process. Before joining eHarmony, he spent ten years as Deputy General 
Counsel and Corporate Compliance Officer at Broadcom Corporation, a global leader in media and communications 
semiconductors. During his tenure, Broadcom completed dozens of strategic acquisitions, expanded to 18 countries and 
grew from an early stage public company to a member of the Fortune 500®. Mr. Berger was also instrumental in establishing 
Broadcom’s Sarbanes-Oxley, compliance and corporate social responsibility programs. Mr. Berger started his career at the 
law firm of Irell & Manella LLP, where he was a partner representing corporate and private equity clients in a variety of 
financing and M&A transactions. Cary holds a J.D. from Stanford Law School and a B.A. from Columbia University.  
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Ben Berman | Jobcase, Inc.  
  

Biography 

As General Counsel at Jobcase, I oversee the global legal activity for the company. Specifically, I provide legal counsel to 
senior management and oversight of global legal matters. In addition to advising senior management, I direct all legal 
strategy, particularly strategies related to corporate growth. My team counsels the company in all facets of the business, 
including commercial transactions, litigation, labor and employment, information technology, mergers and acquisitions, 
intellectual property, advertising, marketing, data privacy and security, real estate, corporate governance, regulatory affairs 
and compliance. Prior to joining Jobcase, I spent nearly a decade at KAYAK, the majority of which I served as its General 
Counsel where I also managed the global legal team. In that role, I helped guide KAYAK’s significant international expansion 
efforts, supported their successful initial public offering and subsequent $2.1 billion sale to The Priceline Group (now 
Booking Holdings, Inc.), and managed the acquisition and integration of OpenTable and the Momondo Group. Most recently, 
I served as Associate General Counsel of Booking Holdings, Inc., which manages Booking.com, KAYAK, OpenTable, and other 
major online travel brands. Prior to my tenure at KAYAK, I spent many years on the Orbitz legal team as the organization 
scaled to nearly $1 billion revenue. 

 
 
Sundi Bonfiglio | Panasonic Avionics Corporation  
  
Biography Associate General Counsel, Labor & Employment and Corporate Affairs at Panasonic Avionics Corporation. 

 
 
Marc Bonora | Envision Healthcare Corporation  
  
Biography Experienced in-house counsel for publicly traded companies with private sector and government experience.  

 
 
Alexia Borden | Alabama Power Company  
  

Biography 

Alexia B. Borden was elected as Senior Vice President and General Counsel for Alabama Power Company in November 2017. 
She provides legal counsel to the Alabama Power management team and oversees ethics and compliance, concerns, legal 
services, risk services and the corporate secretary's office. Prior to this role, Borden was Vice President of Governmental 
Affairs. In that position, she was responsible for all aspects of the company's governmental affairs at the state level and 
served as the company's point person for interactions with elected officials, cabinet members and agency representatives. 
Additionally, she provided policy direction, coordinated government affairs initiatives, advocated for the company's 
interests, and ensures compliance with all relevant laws. Before joining Alabama Power, Borden was a partner at a regional 
full-service law firm. During her career in private practice, Borden represented her clients?including Alabama Power?in 
environmental and natural resources issues and governmental relations. In the environmental sphere, she had a varied 
practice focused on Clean Air Act compliance with an emphasis on New Source Review provisions and opacity. On the 
governmental relations side of the house, she focused on drafting, reviewing and analyzing legislation, developing legislative 
strategy, and advising clients on state ethics laws, Alabama lobbying laws and federal and state campaign finance laws. 
Borden received a B.S. in industrial engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology and a juris doctor degree from 
University of Alabama School of Law. She also completed the Leadership in Corporate Counsel program at Harvard Law 
School. Borden is actively involved in the community through her service on numerous boards of directors, including for the 
Southern Research Advisory Board and PARCA. She is a graduate of Leadership Montgomery, the Alabama Leadership 
Initiative, and Signature Leaders. She and her husband have two sons.  
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Kurt Brasch | Uber  
  

Biography 

Kurt Brasch is head of patent transactions and patent policy at Uber. He closed more than 30 bilateral deals in since 2017, 
and launched and managed Uber’s UP3 Patent Purchase Programme in April 2017. In September 2018 Mr Brasch was ranked 
35th in IAM’s Top 40 Global Market Makers. Before joining Uber in October 2016, Kurt led strategic initiatives & patent 
divestitures for Google’s Patent Transactions Team in addition to heading up multiple patent license negotiations. He was 
named as one of the Top 10 IP Personalities of 2015 by IAM Magazine for his work creating and driving Google’s Patent 
Purchase Promotion (PPP) and the Patent Starter Programme (PSP). Before Google, Mr Brasch had a 22-year career at 
Motorola in patent management/licensing & product management. He holds a bachelor’s degree in finance from Arizona 
State University and an MBA from Northern Illinois University.  

 
 
Barbara Brenkus | Baker Electric  
  
Biography General Counsel of Baker Electric Inc and Baker Electric Home Energy  

 
 
Laura Budzichowski | National Gypsum Company  
  

Biography 

Laura Budzichowski has served as the vice president, general counsel and secretary of National Gypsum Company since 
2016, leading the company’s legal team in contract negotiation, real estate, intellectual property, information governance, 
litigation, and general compliance. She also manages the environmental and international trade compliance teams.  From 
2014 to 2016, she served as assistant general counsel of the Charlotte, North Carolina-based building product manufacturer. 
Prior to joining National Gypsum, Budzichowski was a partner with the Charlotte-based firm of Robinson, Bradshaw & 
Hinson, where she practiced for 12 years, focusing on mergers and acquisitions, commercial contracting and technology 
matters.  Prior to attending law school, she taught high school Spanish in Pascagoula, Mississippi and worked with a private 
equity group in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
Budzichowski earned her Juris Doctor degree from the University of Michigan.  She also has a Master of Arts in Teaching from 
the University of Portland and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Spanish from the University of Notre Dame. She lives in 
Charlotte, North Carolina with her husband of 21 years and their four children. 

 
 
Daniel Burke | Pacific Dental Services  
  

Biography 

Dan Burke joined PDS in 2011. Prior to joining PDS, Dan held senior management positions at leading global retail, 
manufacturing and consumer products companies, including oversight of administration, strategy, legal, and human 
resources, as well as sales and new market-entry leadership positions. His current responsibilities at PDS include oversight of 
the following departments: Legal, Legislative Affairs, Compliance, Revenue Operations, IT, and PDS Innovation.  
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Kimberly Chainey | Panasonic Avionics Corporation  
  

Biography 

Kimberly Chainey is the General Counsel for Panasonic Avionics Corporation. In this role, Chainey works with a talented team 
of attorneys and staff to provide legal support. Her core focus includes leading complex projects and transactions, 
overseeing the management of commercial contracts and working with company leaders to analyze legislation and 
determine its impact-on Panasonic Avionics. As an executive team member and Panasonic Avionics’ Chief Legal Officer, 
Chainey manages legal issues and promotes a disciplined compliance culture. Prior to joining Panasonic, Chainey spent 
more than 15 years working with Fortune 500 companies, such as The Hershey Company, Avis Budget Group and top law 
firms supporting venture businesses, global companies, and government entities. Ms. Chainey attended the University of 
Pennsylvania where she earned a Master’s in Business Administration from the Wharton School and a Juris Doctor from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School. Before graduate school, Chainey received a Bachelor’s degree, cum laude, in 
Environmental Science and Public Policy from Harvard University. She is currently admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey with a California registered in-house license pending. Ms. Chainey’s recognitions include: 2019 In-House 
Innovator of the Year from the Los Angeles Black Women’s Lawyers Association; Savoy Magazine’s 2019 Most Influential 
Women in Corporate America; 2018 Savoy Magazine’s Most Influential Black Lawyers; and 2017 Crain’s 100 Leading Women 
Lawyers in New York City. She has also served on the Boards of the Montclair Art Museum, Catholic Charities of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania and the Law Project of Pennsylvania.  

 
 
Sharon Cheever | Pacific Life Insurance Company  
  

Biography 

SHARON A. CHEEVER Senior Vice President and General Counsel Pacific Life Insurance Company EDUCATION San Diego State 
University B.A./B.S., psychology and sociology, 1979 University of San Diego J.D., 1982 BUSINESS HISTORY Ms. Cheever 
serves as senior vice president and general counsel. In these roles, she oversees the departments of Law, Corporate 
Compliance, Government Relations, and Corporate Secretary services. Ms. Cheever joined Pacific Life in 1986 as assistant 
vice president, Investment Law. In 1992, she was promoted to vice president and investment counsel. On January 1, 2008, 
Ms. Cheever was promoted to senior vice president and general counsel and elected to the board of directors of Pacific Life 
Insurance Company. During her career with Pacific Life, Ms. Cheever has been involved in varied aspects of the company’s 
business, including acquisitions and dispositions, securities investments and workouts, strategic initiatives, and investment 
product implementations. Of particular note, she was involved in the legal oversight of the formation of PIMCO Advisors LP, 
the sale of PIMCO Advisors LP to Allianz, and the acquisition of Aviation Capital Group, Pacific Life Re, and Pacific Global 
Advisors. Prior to joining Pacific Life, Ms. Cheever served as an associate at the law firm of O’Melveny & Myers from 1982 to 
1986. GENERAL Member: American College of Investment Counsel Association of Life Insurance Counsel California Bar 
Association  

 
 
Guy Colpitts | DataDirect Networks, Inc.  
  
Biography Vice President and General Counsel at DataDirect Networks, Inc. 

 
 
Colleen Connelly | Orora Packaging Solutions  
  

Biography 

Experienced General Counsel with proven track record of being a strategic business partner and trusted advisor to leaders of 
all levels. Significant expertise in: Gobal Labor/Employment, Managing Litigation, M & A, Labor Contract Negotiations, Crisis 
Management, Contract Review/Negotiation, Risk Management, Arbitrations/Mediations, Corporate Communications, 
Leading Teams, Product Liability, Training, Process Improvement. Passionate leader committed to mentoring and 
developing my team to help them reach their fullest potential.  
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Louis DiPietro | Fiesta Restaurant Group, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Lou joined Fiesta as its Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary in December 2018 where he is responsible for 
all legal matters related to its Pollo Tropical and Taco Cabana brands. Prior to joining Fiesta, he served as Senior Vice 
President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Panera Bread Company where he oversaw the $7.5 Billion acquisition 
of Panera by JAB Holdings, the largest restaurant-based M&A transaction in the U.S. to date. Mr. DiPietro has over 22 years of 
experience and expertise in the areas of Corporate Governance, SEC rules and regulations, intellectual property, contract 
negotiations, mergers, acquisitions and dispositions. Mr. DiPietro earned his undergraduate degree and J.D. from Boston 
College.  

 
 
Jim Edwards | Cubic Corporation  
  

Biography 

James R. Edwards Senior Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary Cubic Corporation Jim Edwards is senior vice 
president, general counsel and secretary for Cubic Corporation, a global technology company focused on transportation and 
defense services and products. Cubic is one of the oldest companies in San Diego, founded in 1951. Its revenues are in excess 
of $1.5 billion, with over 6,000 employees worldwide. Edwards joined Cubic in 2008 as general counsel of the company’s 
Transportation Segment. He was named to his current position in January 2012. While at the Transportation Segment, 
Edwards was involved with negotiations for strategic contracts in London, Sydney, Vancouver and Chicago. Following his 
move to corporate general counsel, he worked closely with the Board and executive management in the transition following 
the passing of the company’s founder and CEO in June of 2012, and the related issues of executive management succession. 
Prior to coming to Cubic, Edwards served as SVP and General Counsel of Kratos Defense, and was previously Senior Legal 
Counsel for Qualcomm Incorporated. Prior to joining Qualcomm, Edwards has served as Vice President, General Counsel & 
Secretary of Wireless Knowledge, Inc., a Qualcomm subsidiary; Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary of Vapotronics, 
Inc., a developer of medical device technologies; Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary of General Atomics, an energy 
and defense contractor; and General Counsel & Secretary of Logicon, Inc., a defense contractor. Jim Edwards is a graduate of 
the University of San Diego, School of Law, where he received his Juris Doctorate, and of Colorado State University, where he 
received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology, cum laude. He helped establish the San Diego Chapter of the 
Association of Corporate Counsel, serving as President. He also has served on the national board of the organization.  

 
 
Margaret Egan | Hyatt Hotels Corporation  
  

Biography 

Margaret C. Egan is Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for Hyatt Hotels & Resorts, where she is 
responsible for Hyatt’s global legal and corporate transactions services. Margaret served as interim General Counsel and 
Secretary of the Company from October 2017 to January 2018 and previously served as Senior Vice President and Associate 
General Counsel at Hyatt from March 2013 to January 2018 overseeing the Company’s legal global transactions teams. From 
October 2003 to March 2013, she held a series of increasingly responsible positions at Hyatt. Margaret has extensive 
experience in hotel management and franchise matters, commercial real estate development, hotel acquisitions & 
dispositions, cross-border transactions, franchise compliance programs, corporate mergers and acquisitions, and 
commercial litigation matters. Before joining Hyatt, Margaret practiced in the Chicago office of DLA Piper, where she 
specialized in general commercial litigation and franchise and distribution law. She also practiced with the US Department 
of Justice in its office at the American Embassy in London, UK, representing the United States on various matters throughout 
Europe. Margaret was an adjunct professor of Hospitality Law at DePaul University’s School of Hospitality Leadership from 
2010-2014. Since 2013, she has served as a board member of Sarah’s Circle, an organization serving homeless women in 
Chicago. Margaret graduated from the University of Notre Dame and received her law degree from Notre Dame Law School. 
She lives in Chicago with her husband and two children.  
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Todd Emerson | SkyWest Airlines  
  

Biography 

For the past sixteen years, Todd Emerson has served as SkyWest Airlines General Counsel. During his tenure, Mr. Emerson has 
overseen the defense of eight class action lawsuits, setting wideley cited precedents. He has also played a role in keeping 
SkyWest union free, shaping campaigns that defeated three union drives. Mr. Emerson also represents SkyWest in 
investigations and enforcement actions from various federal agencies, including the FAA, TSA, DOT, OFCCP, OSHA and U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection. Mr. Emerson is a graduate of Brigham Young University and earned his law degree from the 
George Washington University Law School. Todd and his wife Dianne live in St. George, Utah, with their five children.  

 
 
Amy Fliegelman Olli | VMware, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Amy Fliegelman Olli joined VMware in August 2017 and serves as senior vice president and general counsel. She is 
responsible for VMware’s Global Legal Team and champions the company’s commitment to integrity, ethics, compliance and 
risk management practices. Previously, Amy served as senior vice president and general counsel at Avaya, general counsel at 
CA Technologies and general counsel of the Americas at IBM. With more than 25 years of legal experience, Olli has 
participated in and led organizations responsible for corporate philanthropy; corporate security and business continuity 
planning; corporate social responsibility; environmental, health and safety; ethics and compliance; global trade compliance; 
government affairs; and government solutions. 

 
 
Timothy Fraser | Toshiba America, Inc.  
  

Biography My background and experience includes corporate transactions and due diligence, internal investigations, litigation, 
compliance, risk management, information governance, employment law, benefits and export control.  

 
 
John Freeman | McDermott  
  

Biography 

John M. Freeman is Executive Vice President, Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary for McDermott. John has more than 
30 years of legal experience in both the private and public sectors. He joined McDermott from TechnipFMC where he was 
Special Advisor to the Integration of Technip and FMC. Prior to the merger of Technip and FMC, John was Group (Corporate) 
General Counsel for Technip, based in Paris, where he had worldwide leadership responsibility for all legal and compliance 
matters for Technip. Prior to joining Technip, John was with Baker Hughes Incorporated, where he held a number of 
different legal and compliance positions. John holds a bachelor’s degree in business management from The University of 
Texas and a juris doctor degree from the Washington & Lee University School of Law.  

 
 
Mark Funaki | Jafra Cosmetics International, Inc.  
  
Biography General Counsel at Jafra Cosmetics International, Inc. 
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Florencia Garza Infante | Oriflame  
  

Biography 

Currently working at a Swedish multinational (operations in 60 countries around the world) beauty company as Regional 
General Counsel LATAM in charge of all legal matters related to the different countries in Latin America. Prior to that, working 
at the largest baking company in the world based in Mexico City as senior managing counsel in the area of M&A and 
commercial contracts for the group. Formerly worked in-house at Nestle as part of the Zone Americas Commercial 
Competence Center (shared service center, based in Los Angeles that provides commercial legal assistance for the Markets, 
Regions and Stand Alone Businesses in the Americas (drafting and negotiation of all sorts of commercial agreements and 
transactions including mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, real estate deals)). Prior to this, at the Chicago office of 
Mayer Brown, LLP in the securitization group and prior to that, worked for the third largest cement company in the world as 
part of the international corporate legal group. I graduated magna cum laude from law school in 2002 and shortly thereafter 
started to work for a very important Mexican law firm in the corporate area. While working at this law firm, I received an 
invitation from CEMEX, S.A.B. de C.V. (“CEMEX”) to join its legal department. It has been one of the best experiences of my 
life. Being a part of the international corporate legal group gave me the opportunity to work on the different corporate 
matters of the company providing service to every single area of the holding company. I also got the opportunity to travel 
and live abroad as part of the several mergers and acquisitions done by the company where my language skills and the 
education I received abroad during my schooling years were a great asset. I then decided that it was time to go to graduate 
school. And so, I selected the LLM/Kellogg program from Northwestern University which combines law and business in one 
degree. This program offers a unique opportunity to study both business law and management techniques at two leading 
schools--the Northwestern University School of Law and the Kellogg School of Management.  

 
 
Jonathan Gelfand | Beachbody  
  

Biography 

Jonathan Gelfand has over 22 years of experience representing clients involved in complex transactions, entertainment, new 
media and emerging technologies, advertising, privacy, marketing, and intellectual property matters with a focus on 
regulatory, compliance, cyber security, direct response marketing, multi-level marketing, and electronic retailing. Jonathan 
has been Chief Legal Officer for Beachbody, LLC for over 13 years, an industry leading health and wellness company focused 
on home-based workouts and premium supplements, encompassing internationally recognized brands such as P90X®, 
Insanity®, Focus T25®, 21 Day Fix®, Beachbody on Demand, and Shakeology®. Jonathan additionally serves as the Corporate 
Secretary as well as the Senior Vice President, Business Development exploring new business opportunities and distribution 
models for the company, as well as heading up the company’s Government Affairs Department and Security Steering 
Committee. Jonathan lives in Los Angeles with his amazing wife, two daughters, and dog (all of whom are female, leaving 
him significantly outnumbered).  

 
 
Benjamin Gross | rue21  
  

Biography 

Benjamin R. Gross is the Senior Vice President and General Counsel of rue21. rue21 is a retailer of young women's and men's 
casual apparel and accessories headquartered near Pittsburgh, PA. rue21 has over 700 stores in the United States. Mr. Gross 
serves as the chief legal officer for the company, managing legal matters, compliance and board governance. Prior to rue21, 
Mr. Gross was General Counsel of Trefoil Properties/Spectrum Alliance, Corporate Counsel at Charming Shoppes, and an 
Associate at Hunter Maclean in Savannah, Ga. Mr. Gross has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Penn State University. He 
received his J.D. from the University of Florida College of Law.  

 
 
Michael Gross | EMR USA  
  
Biography General Counsel at EMR USA. 
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Robert Hagedorn | GeoVera Holdings, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Bob is a strong legal professional with experience in a wide range of legal and business issues, including privacy and security. 
Bob has excellent negotiation skills and significant experience in dispute resolution and dispute avoidance. With his broad 
legal, insurance, regulatory, privacy and security experience and expertise Bob provides cogent legal counsel to address and 
minimize risk across issues and business units. He applies both legal judgment and business acumen to reach practical 
solutions and has a history of delivering superior results. Throughout his career Bob has demonstrated the ability to 
innovate and lead. He works effectively with internal clients at all levels in organizations and with a wide range of external 
private and governmental individuals and entities.  

 
 
Sara Hall | ALSAC/St. Jude Children's Research Hospital  
  

Biography 

Sara L. Hall has served as Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel of ALSAC, the organization that raises funds and awareness 
to support St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and one of the largest healthcare charities since October 2010. Sara has 
served as the top attorney for three organizations, including ALSAC, City Attorney for Memphis and Vice-President/General 
Counsel of the Memphis Airport Authority, over a thirteen year period and has worked in-house over twenty years. Sara also 
served as Human Resources Director for the City of Memphis; Administrator of Benefits and Pension Board Chair; Assistant 
General Counsel for UT- Health Sciences; and an associate for Baker Donelson. Sara chaired the Association of Corporate 
Counsel Nonprofit Committee which is comprised of over 1,200 members from 2016 to 2018. Sara serves or has served on a 
number of community boards and held leadership positions including: Association of Corporate Counsel, Memphis Intra-
Faith Association, the St. Mary’s Episcopal School Board, Memphis Business Group on Health, New Memphis Institute, Pink 
Palace Museum, Police Foundation, Second Chance Program, Memphis Bar Association and Community Legal Center. Sara 
was chosen as Best of the Bar In-House Counsel in the Memphis Bar Journal inaugural Best of the Bar In-House in 2015.  

 
 
Claire Hart | Blizzard Entertainment  
  
Biography Chief Legal Officer & SVP, Blizzard Entertainment Previously at Google Inc and YouTube  

 
 
Victoria Harvey | Smile Brands Inc.  
  

Biography 

Smile Brands Inc. is one of the largest providers of support services to general and multi-specialty dental groups in the 
United States based on number of dental offices. The company provides comprehensive business support services, non-
clinical personnel, facilities and equipment through exclusive long-term agreements with affiliated dental groups. As Chief 
Legal Officer, Victoria oversees all legal affairs, including mergers & acquisitions, corporate governance, regulatory 
compliance, intellectual property, risk management, contracts, government affairs, insurance portfolio, pre-litigation and 
litigation matters, and strategic legal matters. Victoria also serves as a Director and Secretary for ConsumerHealth, Inc. a 
subsidiary company of Smile Brands, and on the Board of Directors for Smiles for Everyone Foundation. Prior to Smile 
Brands, Victoria served as a General Counsel for a national restaurant chain and food manufacturing facility, where she 
oversaw all legal matters. Prior to her in-house career, Victoria practiced as a litigator at Loeb & Loeb and Theodora 
Oringher.  
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Eric Hildenbrand | McLane Company, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Eric Hildenbrand is Vice President and General Counsel of McLane Grocery, a $30 billion wholesale grocery and logistics 
division of McLane Company. As General Counsel, Mr. Hildenbrand provides strategic legal advice on transactional, litigation, 
employment and operational matters. Mr. Hildenbrand was previously a Senior Counsel and Compliance Officer for General 
Electric Capital’s Equipment Finance Business. In that role, Mr. Hildenbrand provided comprehensive compliance support to 
Equipment Finance and led the annual risk assessment and compliance planning efforts for the business. Prior to joining GE, 
Mr. Hildenbrand was a lawyer with Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP, specializing in defending companies and 
individuals in Securities and Exchange Commission, Attorney General, US Department of Justice, and Congressional 
investigations, as well as conducting internal investigations for public companies. Mr. Hildenbrand also has experience in 
SEC reporting matters and SOX compliance. Mr. Hildenbrand currently serves on the Board of Directors of the U.S. Chamber 
Litigation Center. He has published articles on accounting and tax compliance. He has also guest-lectured on compliance 
and ethics at the Jindal School of Management at the University of Texas. From 2001 to 2008, Mr. Hildenbrand served as 
President of Jump For The Kids, a District of Columbia-based non-profit that assisted students from low-income families 
achieve a higher education. Mr. Hildenbrand received his law degree from the Georgetown University Law Center and his 
undergraduate degree in political science from Muhlenberg College. Mr. Hildenbrand, his wife and three children live in 
Temple, Texas.  

 
 
Thom Jackson | Schneider National, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Thom Jackson is executive vice president and general counsel at Schneider, a premier provider of transportation, logistics 
and intermodal services. Jackson joined Schneider in 2019 and has more than 25 years of experience. Jackson began his 
legal career at Exelon Corporation as assistant general counsel and subsequently embarked upon an extensive career 
spanning a wide variety of industries, geographies and entities across an impressive array of publicly held Fortune 500 
companies to smaller private businesses. Prior to joining Schneider, Jackson served as senior vice president, general counsel 
and secretary of Knowles Corporation, an electronic audio component manufacturer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Drexel University and both a Juris Doctor and Master of Business Administration from Villanova 
University.  

 
 
Mark Jaeger | Jockey International, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Mark is Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary, for Jockey International, Inc. Mark is responsible for legal and 
compliance functions at Jockey. In addition, he focuses on international trade and provides input to Jockey's sourcing and 
operations team. Mark is past chair of the AAFA Government Relations Committee and is the current vice-chair of the ITAC 13 
advisory committee on textiles and apparel. He is also a board member of WRAP, a global factory compliance firm. Mark has 
a BBA in economics from the University of Iowa and a law degree from Southern Illinois University. He has been employed by 
Jockey for the past 26 years and resides in the Chicago area.  

 
 
John Kahle | Kimball Electronics, Inc.  
  

Biography 
Mr. John H. Kahle serves as a Chief Compliance Officer, Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary at Kimball Electronics, 
Inc. Mr. Kahle served as an Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of Kimball International, Inc. from 2001 
to October 31, 2014.  

 
 
MaryAnn Kanary | Barton Malow Company  
  
Biography Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer  
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Mary Kasper | 99 Cents Only Stores LLC  
  

Biography 

Ms. Kasper joined 99 Cents Only Stores LLC in September 2017. 99 Cents Only operates 389 extreme value stores in four 
states, with over $2.3 billion in annual sales and 17,000 associates. Ms. Kasper is responsible for all legal activities affecting 
the company and its competitive position in the marketplace. This includes oversight of all corporate legal matters and 
management of external counsel, litigation, compliance and corporate governance. Ms. Kasper also manages the company's 
risk management activities. Ms. Kasper has represented retail grocery companies for over 25 years. Ms. Kasper previously 
served as the Chair of the Board of Directors of the California Grocers Association (CGA) and as the Chair of CGA's 
Government Relations Committee. Ms. Kasper was named to the 2016 Top 50 Women Lawyers by the National Diversity 
Council. Ms. Kasper is a 2014 Los Angeles Business Journal Outstanding Corporate Counsel Award finalist. Ms. Kasper earned 
a B.A. in English, Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude from UCLA and her Juris Doctorate from the UCLA School of Law.  

 
 
Genevieve Kelly | Petco  
  

Biography 

As Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary for Petco, Genevieve is responsible for overseeing all legal, corporate 
governance and regulatory affairs for Petco. With more than 25 years working with multinational corporations from around 
the globe, Genevieve brings her impressive background and deep expertise to lead Petco’s legal department in support of 
the company’s strategic plans, growth objectives, and broader vision for healthier pets, happier people and a better world. 
Prior to joining Petco, she served as Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary for Dole Food Company. 
Genevieve also previously worked as counsel to the global investment bank, Houlihan Lokey, international corporations 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation and Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, and as a corporate attorney for the 
international law firms Sidley Austin LLP and McDermott Will & Emery. Genevieve is both a Fulbright and Rotary Scholar. She 
holds a magna cum laude bachelor’s degree in English literature and organizational behavior and management from Brown 
University; a magna cum laude master’s degree in European studies and magna cum laude master of laws degree in EU law 
from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven in Belgium; and a cum laude juris doctor degree from Georgetown University Law 
Center. Since December 2016, she has also been designated a Board Leadership Fellow by the National Association of 
Corporate Directors. Genevieve is based at Petco’s National Support Center in San Diego.  

 
 
Lewis Kinard | American Heart Association  
  

Biography 

With experience as both in-house counsel and tech company executive, Lewis Kinard has a dual perspective on how 
organizations face challenges of many types. He is currently Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Assistant 
Corporate Secretary for the American Heart Association, the nation’s largest and oldest voluntary organization dedicated to 
fighting heart disease and stroke, with operations in dozens of countries and a wide variety of programs to raise funding for 
research, provide resources for consumers and patients, and pursue solutions for cardio-vascular diseases and stroke 
prevention. Kinard earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of Arkansas and J.D. at SMU’s Dedman School of Law.  

 
 
Stephanie Kroon | Mitchell International  
  

Biography 

Stephanie Kroon joined Mitchell International in 2014 and is Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for 
Mitchell International. Before joining Mitchell, Stephanie was Vice President and Associate General Counsel for CareFusion 
Corporation, an S&P 500 global medical technology company. Stephanie joined CareFusion as Senior Counsel for Alaris 
Medical Systems and during her tenure became Vice President, Associate General Counsel for Cardinal Health. Prior to 
CareFusion, Stephanie was an associate at the law firm of Cooley LLP, specializing in general business and corporate law 
with an emphasis in representing emerging growth companies and investors in securities transactions, and also worked as 
in-house counsel at Tularik, a biopharmaceutical company. Prior to law school, Stephanie worked as a researcher in the 
Department of Neurology at Case Western Reserve University. Stephanie serves on the board of directors of the San Diego 
chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) and has been a member of Athena San Diego since 2006. Stephanie 
holds an undergraduate degree in Zoology from Miami University and a J.D. degree from The Ohio State University College of 
Law.  
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Curtis Landherr | Cirrus Aircraft  
  

Biography 

Accomplished legal executive and corporate leader with nearly 25 years of sophisticated law firm and in-house legal 
experience in a wide variety of industries. Placing a daily focus on customer service, listening, and providing strategic and 
practical legal advice, I've built a legal career centered around partnering with my business colleagues to get results. 
Through this approach, legal acumen, and a drive to succeed, I've become a trusted advisor to C-level executives and 
functional teams at multiple international companies and have guided my clients through a myriad of high stakes legal and 
business issues.....all while remembering to keep a sense of humor along the way.  

 
 
Audrey Lee | Starz Inc.  
  
Biography Executive Vice President, General Counsel at Starz Inc. 

 
 
Craig Levine | WASH Multifamily Laundry  
  

Biography 

Craig Levine serves as WASH’s Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary. In 2013, Levine 
successfully made the transition from outside counsel with the Los Angeles-based law firm of Jeffer Mangels Butler & 
Mitchell, LLP, to take the reigns as WASH’s in-house general counsel and is now an integral part of the Company’s senior 
management team. This move gave him a unique perspective on the Company, its industry, and the overall marketplace and 
allowed him to leverage his vast experience serving clients in private practice to a new corporate environment. WASH 
Multifamily Laundry Systems is North America’s leading provider of outsourced laundry equipment for multifamily housing 
properties including apartment complexes, condos, college and university residence halls, and military bases throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. With 80,000 plus locations, more than 8 million people do their laundry weekly at a WASH facility. Levine 
joined WASH at a time of tremendous growth and in the middle of the Company’s global expansion which led to a successful 
recapitalization by EQT Partners in May 2015. Over the past five years, WASH has doubled in size through a series of 
successful mergers, acquisitions and integrations. Levine’s efforts both as general counsel and in his time with Jeffer 
Mangels Butler & Mitchell, LLP, have been vital to the organization’s corporate expansion efforts. In total, Levine has 
negotiated and closed more than $3billion in transactions for WASH. In addition to his mergers and acquisition work, Levine 
is now overseeing all legal operations in both the United States and Canada and is responsible for cross-border and 
contractual aspects of the business. Ensuring proper staffing of in-house legal needs and supervising the activities of the 
Company’s outside counsel, he expertly manages more than two dozen law firms throughout North America. Believing that 
outside counsel serve an important function and role, Levine has leveraged his relationship and expertise to address the 
Company’s complicated contractual corporate governance, human resources, real estate and other legal needs. A strong 
leader, Levine actively manages the law department, counseling the CEO and board of directors, and provides strategic 
advice as needed. Levine prides himself on having strong ties not only with the C-level executives, but with employees 
throughout the organization. Levine has earned numerous honors in his career, including being named “Rising Star” by the 
Los Angeles Business Journal at its annual Corporate Counsel awards, being recognized as a “Southern California Rising 
Star” by Southern California Super Lawyers in Los Angeles Magazine, being named a finalist at the 2nd Annual “40 Under 40″ 
Recognition Awards sponsored by The M&A Advisor (an international competition), and being selected by The Recorder as 
one of 50 lawyers in California on the “Fast Track.” A graduate of Tufts University (B.A.) and The University of Southern 
California Law School (J.D.), Mr. Levine is a resident of Newport Beach and active in his community. When not working, 
Levine enjoys golfing, biking, spending time with his family, and is involved in mentoring law students and recent graduates.  
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Elizabeth Lewis | Turtle Wax, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Elizabeth spent the first decade of her practice after graduation from the University of Michigan Law School in the Chicago 
Office of Baker & McKenzie. She was a partner in their U.S. Banking, Finance and Major Projects Practice group. Her law firm 
experience includes corporate contracts, compliance counseling, negotiations, and advocacy and she presented seminars 
and published articles on corporate standards, auditing, fiduciary liability, advertising claims and product labels, and 
government disclosure obligations. Elizabeth took a leave of absence from Baker & McKenzie to join friends founding an 
Intel-funded high-tech start up, holding the positions of Secretary, Treasurer and General Counsel of Corona Optical 
Systems, Inc. Prior to the sale of this company in 2001, her responsibilities included the negotiation of several rounds of 
venture capital funding, employment agreements, intellectual property applications, management of non-competition 
agreements, facility leases, and stakeholder meetings. Elizabeth presently holds the position of General Counsel of Turtle 
Wax, Inc. She manages specialty outside counsel relationships and provides legal advice to the global company on all 
aspects of its business.  

 
 
Bruce Lymburn | Clif Bar & Company  
  
Biography General Counsel and Secretary, Clif Bar & Company October 2004 - Present; Director, Clif Bar & Company May 2010 - Present  

 
 
Peter Macdonald | loanDepot  
  

Biography 

Peter Macdonald serves as Executive Vice President, General Counsel for loanDepot. In this role, Macdonald oversees all 
legal, regulatory, licensing, compliance and litigation matters for the Company, ensuring that loanDepot develops and 
maintains the necessary oversight and protection to provide exceptional service to its customers, employees and investors. 
Macdonald is considered an industry leader in the areas of litigation, CFPB readiness, and borrower, investor, and strategic 
communication with federal and state agencies. His foresight and execution of best-in-class corporate governance practices 
has helped provide the foundation to fuel loanDepot’s dramatic year-over-year growth. Macdonald has experience in the 
execution of acquisitions, as well as in organizational restructuring inside and outside the lending industry. Before joining 
loanDepot, Macdonald served as Vice President and Secretary, General Counsel for Home Loan Center and LendingTree 
Loans. Macdonald also gained wide respect for his past work as a prosecutor while Deputy City Attorney for the City of 
Anaheim. Macdonald holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Carleton University in Ottawa and a Juris Doctorate from 
Western State University.  

 
 
Tajanae Mallett | Arjo  
  
Biography General Counsel to an international medical device company  
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David Mann | Dunkin’ Brands  
  

Biography 

David Mann was named Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer of Dunkin? Brands Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: DNKN) in 
March 2019. He also supervises the Company's loss prevention function. David joined Dunkin' Brands from Marriott 
International where he served as Senior Vice President and Deputy General Counsel. He joined Marriott in 1995 and held a 
variety of positions of increasing responsibility in the legal department, including serving as General Counsel for the 
company's Ritz-Carlton division and as Marriott's Corporate Secretary. During his Marriott tenure, David had broad 
responsibilities across that organization's global portfolio of properties, with a particular focus on US and Canadian 
franchised and managed properties. He also played a key role in helping transform and expand the company's product 
offerings and global footprint, and led the Marriott legal team in a number of acquisitions, product offerings and joint 
ventures, including the company's landmark $13 billion acquisition of Starwood Hotels & Resorts in 2016. Before entering 
the corporate environment, David was an associate at the law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld. He earned his B.A. 
from Dartmouth College and his Juris Doctor from the University of Michigan Law School.  

 
 
Tricia Martinez | Greyhound  
  

Biography 

Tricia Martinez is Senior Vice President, Legal Affairs, for Greyhound Lines, Inc. Tricia has been legal counsel for Greyhound 
for 12 years. In this role, Tricia manages Greyhound’s legal affairs throughout North America, including Mexico and Canada. 
Prior to coming to Greyhound, Tricia was in private practice in New Orleans, Louisiana for 11 years. Tricia is a graduate of 
Louisiana State University and offices in Dallas, Texas at the Greyhound corporate office with other members of the 
Greyhound legal department.  

 
 
Ken Menges | E & J Gallo Winery  
  

Biography General Counsel of E & J Gallo Winery. Formerly senior corporate partner at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld based in Dallas, 
Texas. Substantial experience in corporate governance, negotiation of M&A and joint venture agreements.  

 
 
Steve Metzger | Carriage Services  
  

Biography 

I currently serve as Senior Vice President and General Counsel and am a member of the Executive Team for Carriage Services, 
Inc. Carriage is a publicly traded deathcare company that owns and operates more than 200 funeral homes and cemeteries 
located throughout the United States. I previously served as Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary 
for Ignite Restaurant Group, Inc., a publicly traded restaurant company which owned multiple concepts located throughout 
the U.S. Prior to my role with Ignite, I spent seven years with Service Corporation International ("SCI") in a number of roles, 
including Managing Counsel for SCI and Chief Compliance Officer for SCI's registered investment adviser subsidiary. SCI is a 
publicly traded deathcare company with more than $3 Billion in annual revenue and over 2,000 businesses and 20,000 
employees. I began my career with a boutique litigation firm in Houston after earning my B.A. and JD from The University of 
Texas.  

 
 
Arlyn Miller | Breakthru Beverage Group  
  
Biography EVP and General Counsel at Breakthru Beverage Group  
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Kim Nakamaru | Global Eagle Entertainment  
  

Biography 

Kim Nakamaru joined Global Eagle in September 2016 and was promoted to SVP, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary 
in June 2019. Prior to joining Global Eagle, Ms. Nakamaru was an attorney focused on corporate and sports law at 
McGuireWoods LLP, representing public and private companies, sports entities, and private equity and venture capital funds 
in mergers/acquisitions and strategic transactions. Prior to McGuireWoods, Ms. Nakamaru served as a law clerk to the Hon. J. 
Spencer Letts of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. Ms. Nakamaru has a BA from Princeton University 
and a JD from Loyola Law School.  

 
 
Carol Newman | Confie  
  
Biography Chief Legal Officer, over 30 years experience as a Chief Legal Officer, University of Illinois Law School, Licensed in CA and IL  

 
 
Ricardo Nunez | SWM International, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Ricardo joined SWM International, Inc. (NYSE) as its General Counsel, Corporate Secretary and Chief Compliance Officer 
November of 2016. Ricardo has held previous General Counsel roles with Vivex Biomedical, Inc., a biologics company, and HD 
Supply, Inc. (NASDAQ) an industrial distribution company whose IPO he lead in 2013. In his previous General Counsel roles, 
Ricardo had operational responsibilities in addition to traditional legal responsibilities. Ricardo also held legal leadership 
roles in General Electric Company and Esso Inter-America, Inc., the Latin America affiliate of Exxon Corporation. Ricardo 
began his legal career at the Miami law firm of Steel Hector and Davis (now, Squire Sanders). Ricardo received a BS in 
Economics from the Wharton School of Business with concentrations in Marketing and Entrepreneurship, and his JD from 
Columbia Law School. He is active in various civic and charitable organizations.  

 
 
Sarah O'Dowd | Lam Research Corporation  
  

Biography 
Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer & Secretary Lam Research Corporation Prior experience: VP and General Counsel, 
FibroGen Inc. Partner, Heller Ehrman Law Firm Education: Stanford Law School, J.D.; Stanford University, M.A. 
Communications; Immaculata College, BA Mathematics  

 
 
Jackson Pek | AirAsia Group  
  

Biography 

Jackson leads the legal team at AirAsia, named the World’s Best Low-Cost Airline for 11 years in a row by Skytrax. As Chief 
Legal Officer, he is involved in all aspects of legal management, advice and strategy that concern the worldwide activities of 
the nine operating airlines within the AirAsia Group. He oversees a team of 50+ professionals based throughout the region. 
Previously, Jackson served as Vice President & General Counsel, Asia Pacific at the Bangkok regional office of Amadeus, the 
world’s leading transaction processor for the global travel and tourism industry. A public company founded by Air France, 
Iberia, Lufthansa and SAS, Amadeus is a component of the IBEX 35, Spain’s benchmark stock market index. Prior to joining 
Amadeus, Jackson was an attorney at the law firms Skadden Arps and White & Case in the U.S. and Asia, and more recently a 
senior attorney at IBM handling legal matters for the ASEAN countries and South Asia. In addition to his work as in-house 
legal counsel, Jackson has lectured at various universities in Asia, most notably the National University of Singapore Law 
School, where he served on the faculty for two years. Jackson holds business and law degrees from the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania and from New York University School of Law.  
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Sloane Perras | Foss Maritime Company  
  

Biography 

Sloane Perras is a seasoned corporate executive and leader in global logistics and retail brands with expertise in post-
acquisition integration of top two industry leaders as well as transitioning two, separate large publicly held companies from 
family control to investor control.  Perras also has expertise in cyber security, corporate governance and complex regulatory 
environments.   She is the General Counsel & Chief Ethics Officer of Foss Maritime Company, LLC, a 130 year old harbor and 
marine services company. She is formerly the Chief Administrative & Legal Officer for two privately held retail brands. As part 
of her executive teams, Perras regularly reviewed the companies’ enterprise risk strategies, financial controls and stays very 
familiar with the businesses’ flows of revenue. Perras also managed the Risk management functions and provided enterprise 
strategy for innovation, regulatory compliance and HR risk mitigation. Perras also has worked closely with her CEOs, 
executive peers and Boards of Directors on corporate governance, including reporting direct to the Audit Committee on 
cyber and privacy issues. 
 
From 2002 through 2011, Perras worked in companies involved in the global supply chain. As an in-house lawyer, she was the 
Vice President, Assistant General Counsel & Assistant Corporate Secretary of Americold Logistics, LLC and corporate counsel 
of Expeditors International of Washington, Inc. (“EXPD”). At Americold, she served as a key team member in the IPO 
readiness and IPO and secured indenture offering of the largest global logistics REIT and the resulting integration of two 
industry powerhouses. Throughout her supply chain background, she has addressed significant regulatory and compliance 
matters, especially around global enforcement protocol.   
 
Perras has a BS Finance from UF and earned her law degree, Cum Laude, from UGA School of Law. She is a recognized leader 
in talent development as well as promoting diversity in her community and industry as well as acting as an executive liaison 
in local and national trade associations as well as for government agencies.  

 
 
Eric Pyenson | Carbon Black, Inc.  
  

Biography 

- Veteran lawyer and management executive with extensive private and public company experience, including managing 
three successful IPOs. 
 
- Extensive experience in handling wide range of corporate transactions, litigation, intellectual property and employment 
issues, both domestic and international. 
 
- Established in-house legal function at several early stage companies and staffed/managed respected legal teams through 
rapid growth. 
 
- Significant international experience serving with U.S. government executive branch agency on counterterrorism matters.  

 
 
Bence Rabo | International Vitamin Corporation  
  

Biography 

Former commercial litigator turned in-house counsel. Practiced at the French company Danone for 15 years in increasing 
responsibility roles and held the title of General Counsel Danone Waters NA, General Counsel Danone Medical Nutrition NA 
and General Counsel Danone Business Development NA. I have been General Counsel of International Vitamin Corporation 
for over 2 years.  

 
 
Ronak Ray | TaskUs  
  

Biography 
Current: VP, Global Head of Legal and Corporate Secretary at TaskUs, Previous: Exited Accenture after 9 years as Legal 
Counsel and started the role of Sr. Corporate Counsel at Sitecore until 2017. Studied B.S., Finance with Honors and 
Economics at DePaul University. Juris Doctor with certificate in IP from DePaul University College of Law  
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Nitin Reddy | Herbalife Nutrition  
  
Biography Vice President, Legal Strategy at Herbalife Nutrition. 

 
 
Jim Rogers | Cars.com  
  

Biography 

Currently Chief Legal Officer at Cars.com. Previously SVP, General Counsel & Secretary at Orbitz Worldwide and was a 
partner at Latham & Watkins law firm for 28 years. Board Membership - Appleseed - Active Transportation Alliance Education 
- BA, Economics - Yale University - MPA, Economics and Public Affairs - Princeton University - JD, Law - Columbia Law School 
Was a judicial clerk for Hon. Ruth Bader Ginsberg (1980-1981)  

 
 
Peter Saba | Schnitzer Steel Industries, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Peter B. Saba Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary Peter joined Schnitzer Steel Industries, Inc. in 
July 2015 as Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary, with responsibility for all legal, environmental, 
governmental relations and public affairs matters. Schnitzer is listed on Nasdaq and is one of North America's largest 
recyclers of ferrous and non-ferrous metals and a manufacturer of finished steel products, with $2.4 Billion in revenue (FY18) 
and over 3500 employees located at 100 facilities in 23 States, Puerto Rico and Canada and with sales to customers in 26 
countries. Peter is a member of the New York State, District of Columbia and U.S. Supreme Court Bar, not admitted in Oregon 
State. Prior to joining Schnitzer, Peter was the Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Chief Compliance Officer and 
Corporate Secretary for Centrus Energy Corp. (formerly, USEC, Inc.), a global energy company that enriches uranium for 
nuclear fuel, which he joined in 2008. Over a 30-year career, Peter has worked in leading international law firms focusing on 
corporate and project finance, served as Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel at the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States and as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Domestic and International Energy Policy at the U.S. 
Department of Energy, and taught international business transactions as an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown Law School. 
He has a B.A. in Economics and Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia, a M.B.A. from the Duke University Fuqua School 
of Business, and a J.D. from Harvard Law School.  

 
 
Paul Safran | iPic Entertainment  
  

Biography 

General Counsel, responsible for oversight of all legal functions of the Company; I was in private practice from 1986-1998 
with a DC based firm working in their Palm Beach, FL office, primarily responsible for real estate and corporate matters; In 
1998 I went in-house as counsel for Transamerica Corporations Municipal Finance division, until going back in private 
practice as a partner with a large Regional Ohio based firm, working in their Fort Lauderdale, FL office until 2010, at which 
point I joined iPic as its SVP and GC. I received my BS Degree in Finance Magna Cum Laude from Nova Southeastern 
University, and my JD from Nova in 1984 .  

 
 
William Sawyers | Del Monte Foods, Inc.  
  

Biography 

General Counsel, Chief Administrative Officer, and Chief Compliance Officer for Consumer Packaged Goods, Food Marketing, 
Manufacturing, Retail, and Life Science organizations. Deep experience with Mergers & Acquisitions, Corporate 
Transformations, Corporate Governance, Brand and Intellectual Property Protection, Marketing & Advertising, Patent and 
Trademark Licensing, Joint Ventures, and Equity and Debt Offerings. Manage Global Patent and Trademark Portfolio. Leader 
of High Performance Teams.  
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Nicolas Schifano | Microsoft, Cloud IP Policy & Strategy  
  

Biography 

Nicolas Schifano is Senior Director and Assistant General Counsel at Microsoft, leading Cloud and IP Policy and Strategy. 
Among his responsibilities, Nicolas leads Azure IP Advantage, a program designed to help protect Microsoft?s customers 
innovations in the cloud. Nicolas is also responsible for Open Source and IP policy at Microsoft. Prior to that, Nicolas led 
Microsoft?s standards and intellectual property policy engagements, first out of the Microsoft office in Brussels, then at 
Microsoft?s headquarters in the USA. Nicolas is registered with the Washington bar as in-house counsel. He is also a French 
and European patent attorney. He has an educational background in computer science, electrical engineering, intellectual 
property and business laws.  

 
 
Lanny Schimmel | Kerry Inc.  
  
Biography Lead the legal activities of the Kerry Group in North America.  

 
 
Jason Sebring | Shutterfly, Inc.  
  

Biography 
Experienced General Counsel with a demonstrated history of working in the internet industry. Skilled in Securities, Licensing, 
Mergers & Acquisitions (M&A), Corporate Governance, and Securities Regulation. Strong legal professional with a Doctor of 
Law (JD) focused in Law from University of Virginia School of Law.  

 
 
Steven Siger | Thumbtack, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Steve Siger is General Counsel at Thumbtack, Inc., a local services marketplace available nationwide that connects 
customers who need to get things done with professionals in 1,000 different categories. At Thumbtack, Steve is the primary 
legal advisor to the Board and Executive team while also working on government affairs, trust and safety, and risk 
management more generally. Previously, Steve served as Senior Counsel at Uber Technologies, Inc., where he led the team 
responsible for all regulatory and legal policy affairs for Uber in the western United States.Until December 2014, Steve served 
as Chief of Staff and Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the U.S. Justice Department's Office of Legal Policy, where 
he worked on judicial nominations and policy issues ranging from civil rights and marriage equality to surveillance and 
privacy. Earlier in his career, Steve served as Counsel to the National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and 
Offshore Drilling; as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Judith W. Rogers on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit; and as an Associate at Latham & Watkins LLP.Steve received a J.D. with distinction and pro bono 
distinction from Stanford Law School and a B.A. in Political Science magna cum laude and with distinction from Yale 
University.  

 
 
Hunter Simon | Technicolor Production Services  
  

Biography 

With more than 20 years of diverse experience in a broad range of corporate and media and entertainment matters, Hunter is 
a skilled advocate and negotiator, as well as an experienced manager; building, guiding and developing successful in-house 
and external multidisciplinary teams and operational improvements. Hunter is recognized by senior management for client 
development and team-building skills, as well as a practical, P&L-driven, approach to the practice of law, with proven ability 
to facilitate and lead processes and change management. Hunter has worked with Technicolor for the past 12 years. Prior to 
that, Hunter began his legal career with O'Melveny & Myers LLP where he was a member of the transactions department 
from 1998-2007 focusing on a wide variety of corporate and transaction matters, including investment and capital 
transactions, M&A transactions, and public securities and corporate governance matters. Hunter received his law degree 
from Loyola Law School (Los Angeles) in 1998. Hunter currently resides in Santa Monica, CA.  
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Jared Sine | Match Group Inc.  
  

Biography 

Jared Sine currently serves as Chief Legal Officer and Secretary for Match Group. Sine joined Match Group from Expedia, Inc., 
where he served as Vice President, Associate General Counsel, overseeing all legal aspects of Expedia’s mergers, 
acquisitions, joint ventures and other strategic initiatives, as well as all post-acquisition legal and integration matters. Sine 
began his legal career at Cravath, Swaine & Moore and later joined Latham & Watkins, where he advised leading Fortune 500 
Companies on mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance and other general corporate matters. He holds a B.S. in 
Economics and a J.D. from Brigham Young University and is admitted to practice law in New York and California.  

 
 
Steve Sohn | Inland Empire Health Plan  
  
Biography Managed Healthcare Executive  

 
 
Carl Sottosanti | Penn National Gaming  
  

Biography 

Carl Sottosanti serves as Executive Vice President and General Counsel of Penn National Gaming, Inc. (NASDAQ: PENN), a $5 
billion revenue company with 42 gaming facilities in 19 jurisdictions. Carl joined Penn in May 2003 and focuses primarily on M 
& A, development opportunities, corporate governance, commercial transactions, compliance and labor/employment. Prior 
to Penn, Carl worked at two other public companies and began his career with a large Philadelphia law firm. Carl has 
extensive teaching and lecturing experience on gaming, business and employment law topics. Carl graduated magna cum 
laude from Villanova University where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and he received his JD from Villanova University 
School of Law, where he was an Editor on the Law Review and graduated cum laude.  

 
 
Angela Speight | Petro Star Inc.  
  

Biography 

Angela is VP & General Counsel for Petro Star Inc., the only Alaska-owned refining and fuel marketing operation in the state, 
serving residential, military, marine, aviation and industrial customers - many of whom live and work in remote areas where 
temperatures plunge to dangerous levels and access to top quality fuel is critical. Angela joined Petro Star in 2015, relocating 
to Anchorage from Houston, Texas where she previously served as Associate Counsel of EPL Oil & Gas, Inc., a publicly traded 
independent exploration and production company operating in the Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf. At Petro Star, she 
leads the Human Resources, Government Compliance and Safety departments, as well as manages Petro Star’s legal, 
regulatory, and external affairs.  

 
 
Michelle Taigman | HARMAN International  
  

Biography 

Michelle Epstein Taigman is Senior Vice President and General Counsel of HARMAN, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Samsung 
Electronics Co., Ltd. Michelle leads HARMAN’s global legal organization and is responsible for all of HARMAN’s legal matters, 
including corporate transactions, litigation, intellectual property, insurance and risk management, corporate governance 
and regulatory compliance. Michelle also leads the development of legal policies and tools to address forward-looking 
business opportunities in key strategic areas. She reports to President and Chief Executive Officer Dinesh Paliwal. Prior to 
HARMAN, Michelle was Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of Federal-Mogul Motorparts LLC. Michelle also 
had a distinguished career in private legal practice, formerly being a partner at Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn, LLP, 
based in Detroit, Michigan. Michelle earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Michigan Law School and received a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan. † 
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Scott Thayer | Dawn Food Products, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Serving as the Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary for Dawn Foods, Inc., and as a member of the Leadership Team, 
Mr. Thayer is responsible for global legal services for Dawn Foods, where he also serves on the Leadership Team and as 
Secretary to the Board of Directors. With over thirty years of broad commercial, supply chain and operational/manufacturing 
legal experience at leading CPG Companies, Mr. Thayer is both a business partner and trusted advisor on legal and business 
matters, who has experience addressing governance, legal and compliance related matters in both private family owned and 
public company businesses.  

 
 
Ric Tilley | Foundation Building Materials  
  
Biography See LinkedIn page.  

 
 
Claudia Toussaint | Xylem, Inc.  
  

Biography 

� As a seasoned, collaborative and results-oriented C-suite executive, I currently serve as Xylem’s Chief Legal Officer and its 
executive sponsor for Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG). � For over 25 years, I have partnered with management 
teams across multiple industries and companies. I have acted as a trusted and pragmatic advisor to four public company 
boards in connection with a range of challenges, including spin-offs and other strategic transactions, board and executive 
succession, cultural transformations and compliance matters. � With deep experience in supporting business operations, 
cyber risk management and strategy, I bring a holistic and globally-oriented perspective to companies operating in 
competitive business environments and looking to create social impact and integrate sustainability more fully into their 
business strategies and operations. � I have a personal passion for talent development and mentoring the next generation of 
leaders, with a focus on inclusiveness.  

 
 
Nathaniel Vitan | Public Storage  
  

Biography 

Nathan Vitan is Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer & Corporate Secretary for Public Storage, the world's largest owner 
and operator of self-storage facilities. Mr. Vitan is responsible for all legal and internal audit functions at the company and 
provides legal and strategic counsel on all matters involving Public Storage’s nationwide network of over 2,400 self-storage 
facilities located in 38 states and workforce of approximately 5,000 employees. Prior to joining Public Storage in June 2016, 
Mr. Vitan was Assistant General Counsel at Altria Client Services in Washington, D.C., where he was responsible for products 
liability, regulatory, and other high-profile and high-stakes litigation matters for Philip Morris USA Inc. and other Altria Group 
Inc. companies. Prior to joining Altria, Mr. Vitan was a Trial Practice & Appellate Litigation Attorney at Latham & Watkins LLP. 
Mr. Vitan received Bachelor of Arts and Master’s degrees from the University of Virginia. He received his law degree from the 
University of Virginia School of Law, where he served as Executive Editor of the Virginia Law Review. After law school, he 
clerked for the Honorable T.S. Ellis III in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Vitan lives in 
San Marino, California, with his wife and three children.  

 



GENERAL COUNSEL FORUM 
November 10–12, 2019 | Fashion Island Hotel | Newport Beach, CA 

 
 

Consero Group LLC | (202) 595-9300 | info@consero.com 

 
Denelle Waynick | UCB  
  

Biography 

Denelle Waynick is a General Counsel with 28 years of domestic and international experience advising clients in the 
healthcare and life-sciences industries, including 16 years as in-house corporate counsel at UCB, Inc., Actavis and Schering-
Plough and 12 years in corporate law firms as both an Associate and Partner at national and regional law firms. 
 
As General Counsel, provide strategic and practical counsel to C-suite executives not only on legal matters, but matters and 
issues impacted by the regulatory and policy environment. In addition to expertise in corporate, policy, governance and 
litigation matters, she has served as counsel on a range of global business transactions, including mergers, acquisitions and 
divestments. 
 
She is respe 
cted as a dynamic, energetic leader who is passionate about people development and viewed as a business partner. 
Ms. Waynick is actively seeking a Board of Director position with an organization where she can deliver the greatest, strategic 
impact, leveraging her years of life science/healthcare experience.  

 
 
Jason Weintraub | El Pollo Loco  
  

Biography 

Jason Weintraub is Senior Vice President & Chief Legal Officer at El Pollo Loco, where he leads the Legal, Compliance, and 
Risk functions. Prior to joining El Pollo Loco, Weintraub was most recently vice president, general counsel and secretary for 
BSH Home Appliance Corporation in California. Previously, he led the transactional legal function at Taco Bell. There, 
Weintraub developed and implemented a brand licensing program, and served as head of Business Development for Taco 
Bell International. He also structured international franchise partnerships yielding a 600% increase in new unit development 
within two years and supported the brand's launch in multiple new markets. At BSH, Weintraub led the Legal, Compliance 
and Enterprise Risk Management functions, including overseeing a deal team for multiple strategic acquisitions, and 
supporting partnerships to grow the company. Weintraub's earlier experience includes having spent three years as Director 
of International Legal Affairs at Broadcom Corporation and four years as General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer at DRI 
Companies, a global renewable energy and construction company. Weintraub also spent five years in private practice as a 
litigation attorney.  

 
 
Robert Weiss | Joyson Safety Systems  
  

Biography 
General Motors Corporation Legal Staff (1977-1982) Member of General Litigation Department Honigman Miller Schwartz and 
Cohn LLP (1982 – 2012) Chairperson of Commercial, Bankruptcy and Reorganization Department Development Specialist , 
Inc. (2012 – 2017) General Counsel Joyson Safety Systems (December, 2017 - Present) SVP, Legal Affairs & General Counsel  

 
 
Arnie Wensinger | In-N-Out Burgers  
  
Biography EVP, General Counsel at In-N-Out Burgers. 
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Teri Witteman | Beyond Meat  
  

Biography 

Teri L. Witteman joined Beyond Meat as General Counsel and Secretary in May 2019. Prior to her current role, Ms. Witteman 
was a partner with Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP from April 2016 to May 2019, specializing in the areas of SEC compliance, 
corporate governance, and mergers and acquisitions. Before joining Musick Peeler, Ms. Witteman was an attorney with 
Anglin Flewelling Rasmussen Campbell & Trytten LLP from September 2004 to April 2016, having started her career with 
Latham & Watkins LLP in Los Angeles, where she focused on corporate finance and mergers and acquisitions. From 
December 2012 to September 2018, Ms. Witteman served as Secretary of Farmer Bros. Co. (NASDAQ: FARM), a national coffee 
roaster, wholesaler and distributor of coffee, tea and culinary products. Ms. Witteman received her Juris Doctor, Order of the 
Coif, from UCLA School of Law, and her BA in Economics, with honors and distinction, from the University of California, 
Berkeley.  

 
 
Adam Wolfe | United Shore Financial Services, LLC  
  

Biography 

Adam Wolfe currently serves as Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for United Shore Financial Services, LLC where 
he leads a number of diverse operational and administrative divisions for the nation's second largest residential mortgage 
lender. Prior to United Shore, Adam acted as Senior Corporate Counsel for Jack Entertainment LLC, a Detroit-based multi-
billion dollar gaming company focused on urban casinos. Adam began his legal career with Pepper Hamilton LLP, a 
Philadelphia based business law firm that has more than 400 lawyers in 14 offices across the United States.  

 
 
Mavis Yee | DataDirect Networks, Inc.  
  
Biography In-House General Counsel, Law Firm Partner  

 
 
 


