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Imad Abdullah | Regional One Health 
  

Biography 

Imad Abdullah concentrates his practice in the areas of health law, medical malpractice litigation, and employment law. He 
advises on all aspects of employment litigation under the ADA, ADEA, FMLA, FLSA and Title VII of the Federal Civil Rights Act. 
Mr. Abdullah also counsels various business units on state and federal compliance issues. Prior to joining Regional One 
Health, Mr. Abdullah was a Partner at the law firm Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart. 

	
	
Harlin Adelman | University Hospitals Health System 
  

Biography 

Harlin G. Adelman joined University Hospitals in July, 1998 and since 2003 has served as Vice President and Deputy General 
Counsel. In December 2018, Mr. Adelman was elected to the position of Chief Legal Officer for the University Hospitals Health 
System, effective March 2019. In Mr. Adelman’s role as Vice President & Deputy General Counsel, he is responsible for and 
manages the Corporate Legal Services and Claims & Litigation divisions of the UH Law Department. This includes overseeing 
the Department’s budgets and supervising a team of forty-six, including twenty-four lawyers. The Corporate Legal Services’ 
team staffs twelve distinct Practice Groups designed to manage workflow in key legal service areas ranging from Physician 
Transactions, Managed Care, Compliance and Healthcare Regulatory matters to Joint Ventures, Real Estate & Lease 
Transactions, Research and Intellectual Property, Tax, Finance and Information Technology. The Claims & Litigation team 
handles the legal aspects of all claims, risk management and quality efforts for the UH System. In his role as Vice President & 
Deputy General Counsel, Mr. Adelman’s legal practice has focused on a wide range of healthcare regulation and corporate 
transactions, spanning hospital and physician practice group acquisitions, commercial joint ventures, academic affiliations 
and complex regulatory matters. Prior to joining University Hospitals Mr. Adelman was a Senior Associate with the 
healthcare consulting firm Medimetrix Group where he worked with health systems and other providers throughout the 
country to establish physician networks, managed care strategies and vertical and horizontal joint ventures as well as 
facilitate business planning for integrated delivery systems, management services organizations and multi-specialty group 
practices. Before joining Medimetrix Group, Mr. Adelman was an associate in the healthcare practice group at Benesch 
Friedlander where he represented physicians, hospitals and long term care clients in various corporate and healthcare 
regulatory matters and administrative hearings.  

	
	
Jeffery Alexander | United Health Services, Inc. 
  
Biography Health Care Attorney since 1980 
	
	
Scott Baity | Baptist Health System, Inc. 
  

Biography 

As General Counsel of Baptist Health, Jacksonville’s largest non-profit health system and private employer, Baity advises 
other senior executives and the boards of directors for the health system and its hospitals, on business agreements and 
strategies, legal risks, compliance, regulatory and other law-related matters. He oversees the Legal Services, Risk 
Management, Privacy, Audit Services and Corporate Compliance departments. Baity began his legal career at Baptist in 1996 
as a staff attorney before being promoted to associate general counsel in 2003, deputy general counsel in January 2017, and 
SVP and general counsel in January 2018. He is a graduate of the Walter F. George School of Law at Mercer University and the 
University of Florida. Baity is AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell, and he is one of only 129 attorneys 
who are board certified by The Florida Bar as specialists in Health Law. He has been named one of Jacksonville’s Top 
Lawyers in Healthcare since 2012, and was both a 2017 and 2018 recipient of a First Chair award for excellence, which 
recognizes the nation’s top in-house lawyers for their accomplishments and significant contributions to the legal 
community. Baity was also recently named a 2018 Ultimate Attorney by the Jacksonville Business Journal, an honor 
recognizing attorneys who are leaders in the legal profession and in the Jacksonville community. Baity is a member of the 
Board of Directors and Treasurer of The Arc Jacksonville, an organization dedicated to championing the inclusion of persons 
with unique abilities to ensure that individuals with intellectual and developmental differences achieve their full potential to 
participate in community life, and he serves on the Board of Legal Specialization and Education of The Florida Bar, which 
oversees the awarding of board certification to Florida attorneys in 27 practice areas. He is also a member of the Leadership 
Jacksonville Class of 2020. 
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Earl Barnes | Amita Health 
  

Biography 

Earl J. Barnes, II is the Executive Vice President, Chief Legal Officer at AMITA Health, headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. Prior 
to joining AMITA Health, Mr. Barnes was Senior Vice President and General Counsel at Advocate Health Care. Mr. Barnes has 
also served as Senior Vice President and General Counsel at OhioHealth Corporation; Vice President and General Counsel for 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital and Rockford Health System, respectively.Prior to working in-house, Mr. Barnes was a 
partner in the Chicago office of Gardner Carton & Douglas, which is now Drinker, Biddle & Reath. While in private practice, Mr. 
Barnes’ practice was focused on the general representation of health care and other institutions. This representation 
included large health systems, insurance companies, managed care organizations, physician groups, home health agencies, 
long-term care and assisted living facilities, health maintenance organizations and various other health care entities. Mr. 
Barnes has written and spoken on issues involving corporate transactions and regulatory matters, which impact businesses. 
Mr. Barnes is a member of the Board of Trustees for the following organizations: Lake Forest College; and Just the Beginning 
– A Pipeline Organization. Mr. Barnes is a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School. He received his undergraduate 
degree in History from Lake Forest College. Mr. Barnes is admitted to practice law in the State of Illinois. 

	
	
Jacqueline Bauer | Allegheny Health Network 
  

Biography 

Ms. Bauer serves as the chief legal counsel for the provider network and works closely with the AHN executive management 
team on strategic matters, including transactions and corporate initiatives. Additionally, she oversees regulatory and 
government affairs for AHN. She also serves as secretary of the Board of Directors of AHN and of the hospital and foundation 
boards within the network. 

	
	
Shivani Bautista | NorthShore University HealthSystem 
  

Biography 

Shivani Bautista joined NorthShore University HealthSystem as General Counsel in 2018. She is responsible for providing 
counsel on all legal matters impacting the organization, as well as developing and guiding business opportunities in support 
of NorthShore's growth strategy. Before joining NorthShore, Bautista served as in-house counsel for United Airlines, Inc. with 
responsibility for all legal matters across Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Pacific regions. Previously, Bautista 
practiced in the litigation group at Winston & Strawn LLP. Bautista earned her Juris Doctor degree from Georgetown 
University Law Center and her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Chicago. 

	
	
Carl Bergetz | Rush University System for Health 
  

Biography 

Carl is the General Counsel of Rush University System for Health, an academic health system comprised of three hospitals 
and a graduate health sciences university headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. As General Counsel, Carl oversees the Rush 
Legal Department, through which he is responsible for litigation management, risk management, institutional insurance 
programs, internal investigations, university higher education compliance, board governance issues, major corporate 
transactions, and governmental and regulatory affairs. Carl also leads Rush’s Enterprise Risk Management program and, 
currently, Rush’s Human Resources Department. Carl previously served as Chief of the Special Litigation Bureau for the 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General under Attorney General Lisa Madigan, where he supervised complex investigations and 
litigation involving government contracting fraud, public integrity and official misconduct, and constitutional challenges to 
state statutes. Carl began his legal career with McDermott, Will & Emery, where he focused on antitrust, trade regulation, and 
consumer fraud matters. He is a graduate of Stanford University, where he received a B.A. in Economics and Political 
Science, and the University of Illinois College of Law, where he graduated magna cum laude and served as Associate Editor of 
the University of Illinois Law Review. 
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Susan Bonfield | Deborah Heart and Lung Cancer 
  

Biography Current Position: Executive Vice President of Legal and Regulatory Affairs and General Counsel Prior Positions: Attorney in 
Private Practice Education: Brown University, B.A. and University of Maryland School of Law, J.D. 

	
	
Martha Boonstra | Spectrum Health 
  

Biography 

Currently serve as Senior Vice President, General Counsel to the Spectrum Health Medical Group, a subsidiary of the 
Spectrum Health System. The Medical Group is a Michigan nonprofit corporation comprised of over 1400 providers delivering 
services in 60 ambulatory settings, including rural health centers and 12 hospitals. The Spectrum Health System includes 
Spectrum Health Corporate, Spectrum Health Hospital Group, Spectrum Health Medical Group, and Priority Health (the 
Health Plan affiliate). Spectrum Health System is the largest employer in West Michigan with over 25,000 employees. Total 
System revenues approximate 6 billion. Joined Spectrum Health as Senior Counsel in 2013 and progressed to Deputy 
General Counsel in 2015, General Counsel in 2017. Provide counsel to senior executives concerning corporate governance 
matters, strategic initiatives, acquisitions, joint ventures, and physician relationships. Regularly provide counsel concerning 
compliance, HIPAA privacy matters, health plan relationships, contracting, employment matters, risk management and 
professional performance. Provide oversight for legal staff and accountable for the legal budget. Act as the corporate 
secretary to the fiduciary board. Prior to employment at Spectrum, served as Associate General Counsel for the University of 
Michigan Health System, practiced law for a national health law firm and a major Michigan based firm. My experience as a 
registered nurse enhances my understanding of healthcare legal challenges and informs legal advice. Recently graduated 
from Seidman College of Business, Master of Business Administration program. Licensed to practice law in Michigan, 
Washington D.C., and Florida. 

	
	
Kate Bowen | Texas Oncology, P.A. 
  

Biography 

General Counsel for oncology-focused medical group employing 460+ physicians and 130+ advanced practice providers. 
Previously Chief Compliance Officer and, prior to that, Chief Regulatory Counsel for McKesson Specialty Health. Prior to that, 
Regional Counsel at Aetna and Tenet. Law firm: Jenkens & Gilchrist JD: Southern Methodist University Dedman School of 
Law Board Certified in Health Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

	
	
Christi Braun | Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
  

Biography 

Christi J. Braun is the Managing Counsel for Insurance, Population Health & Regulatory Compliance in the Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center Office of Legal Affairs.  In this role, she leads a team of attorneys in providing legal advice and 
support to VUMC and its subsidiaries in the areas of clinical research, population health management, managed care 
contracting and regulatory compliance.  Prior to assuming this position in June 2016, Christi served as the Deputy General 
Counsel for Health Affairs for the University of Florida, a position in which she oversaw all legal services for the University’s 
Colleges of Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing, Public Health & Health Professions, Pharmacy, and Veterinary Medicine, as well as 
their faculty practice plans and affiliated business organizations.  Before going in-house, Christi was a partner at the 
Ober|Kaler and Mintz Levin law firms in Washington, DC.  Her private practice focused on health care antitrust litigation and 
compliance, mergers and acquisitions, and joint-ventures.  For the first four years of her professional career, Christi served as 
a staff attorney in the Health Care Services & Products Division of the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Competition, 
investigating and prosecuting anticompetitive conduct and transactions by physicians, hospitals, insurance companies, and 
pharmaceutical companies.   
 
A frequent speaker and writer on health care and antitrust topics, Christi was listed as a 2009 Outstanding Healthcare 
Antitrust Lawyer in Nightingale’s Healthcare News. In recognition of her expertise and respect among health care lawyers, 
Christi was appointed in August 2017 to a three-year term as a member of the governing council of the American Bar 
Association (ABA) Section of Health Law.  She has served as a Co-chair of the 2018, 2016 and 2010 Antitrust in Healthcare 
Conference, which is jointly sponsored by the ABA and the American Health Lawyers Association (AHLA).  Christi also has 
served as Chair and a Vice Chair of the Health Care & Pharmaceuticals Committee and a Chair for the Corporate Compliance 
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Committee for the ABA Section of Antitrust Law; a Vice Chair of the Interest Group Leadership Team, Chair and a Vice Chair of 
the Business & Transaction Interest Group, and the Young Lawyers’ Division Liaison for the ABA Health Law Section; and 
Chair and Vice Chair of the AHLA’s Accountable Care Organization Task Force.  
 
Christi received her Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Boston University School of Law, where she was a Paul J. Liacos 
Distinguished Scholar. She received her Masters of Public Health from the Boston University School of Public Health, and a 
Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, from Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. 

	
	
Jennifer Brown | Baylor Scott & White Health 
  

Biography 

Jennifer has practiced health law for more than 25 years, with a particular focus on corporate, regulatory and transactional 
work for non-profit healthcare systems. Her previous positions include serving as Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
for Presbyterian Healthcare Services, Vice President and Senior Transaction Counsel for Mercy, and partner in the healthcare 
practice group of two national law firms. In her role at Baylor Scott & White, she oversees the legal and risk departments and 
the evaluation and supervision of all legal resources. She also has administrative responsibility for the compliance function. 
A native of Amarillo, Texas, Jennifer has a B.A. in Political Science and Economics from Texas A&M University and a J.D. from 
The University of Texas School of Law. 

	
	
Ryan Burt | Presbyterian Healthcare Services 
  
Biography Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
	
	
Wendy Cedoz | Genesis Healthcare System 
  

Biography 
Chief Legal Officer/General Counsel Genesis Healthcare System February 2014 - Present (2 years 5 months) Of Counsel 
Bricker & Eckler LLP September 2012 - January 2014 (1 year 4 months)Senior Counsel ProMedica Health System September 
2010 - September 2012 (2 years) 

	
	
Joseph Clamon | University of Iowa Health Care 
  
Biography Associate VP for Legal Affairs, Chief Legal Counsel for UI Health Care 
	
	
Steve Clifton | University of Kentucky 
  

Biography 

Steven E. Clifton, the Deputy General Counsel for Health Affairs, is an experienced health care attorney and advisor. As lead 
counsel for UK HealthCare, Steve provides proactive legal guidance and assistance to the Executive Vice President - Health 
Affairs and UK HealthCare's senior executive leadership team, and to UK's highly regarded integrated academic medical 
center and all related operations and University colleges. Before assuming his present position in 2018, Steve spent more 
than twenty-five years representing publicly traded health care companies as well as a Kentucky not-for-profit hospital 
system. Immediately prior to joining UK, Steve was EVP, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary for Team Health Holdings, 
Inc. (TMH) in Knoxville, Tennessee, and SVP and General Counsel for Health Management Associates, Inc. (HMA) in Naples, 
Florida. Prior to that, he spent 18 years at Hospital Corporation of America (HCA) in Nashville, Tennessee as VP ? Legal 
Operations. He began his career in Louisville, Kentucky with Wyatt, Tarrant and Combs, and Norton Healthcare f/k/a Alliant 
Health System. Steve has expertise in regulatory compliance, the federal anti-kickback statute, Stark II, EMTALA, HIPAA, 
mergers and acquisitions, academic medical centers, medical staffs, managed care, physician employment, government 
investigations, antitrust, real estate, clinical research, and corporate governance. 
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Anna Cramer | Nebraska Medicine 
  

Biography 

Anna Cramer, JD, serves as the chief legal officer and general counsel for Nebraska Medicine. In her role, Cramer represents 
and directs legal representation of all Nebraska Medicine entities on a wide variety of strategic, operational and risk matters. 
Prior to her appointment as chief legal officer and general counsel in June 2018, Cramer served as interim general counsel 
and deputy general counsel for Nebraska Medicine. Before entering health care, Cramer served as legal and regulatory 
counsel in industries that included pharmacy, health insurance, real estate and franchising. Cramer earned her Juris Doctor 
from the University of Nebraska College of Law, in Lincoln, Nebraska. She received her Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of 
Arts degrees from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. Cramer is a board member for Saving Grace Perishable Food Rescue 
and a member of professional organizations that include the American Health Lawyers Association, Nebraska Bar 
Association, Association of Corporate Counsel and the Rotary Club of Omaha. 

	
	
Anthea Daniels | Akron Children's Hospital 
  

Biography 

Anthea R. Daniels is Vice President and General Counsel at Akron Children’s Hospital. Previously, Anthea was an equity 
shareholder with Baker Donelson, Berman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC and worked out of their Nashville Office. Baker 
Donelson has the third largest health law practice in the country. Prior to that, Anthea was a partner with Calfee Halter, in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Anthea is the past president of the American Health Lawyers Association (AHLA) and served on its board for 
a decade, the largest trade association of health lawyers in the country. She also chaired AHLA’s Fundamentals of Law 
Program and their Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. She also was the inaugural chair of the Women’s Leadership Council, as 
well as its Mentoring Committee. She is also an AHLA Fellow. In 2018, she was inducted into the Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law Society of Benchers. Anthea is past chairman and president of the Northeast Ohio Chapter of The 
Healthcare Financial Management Association where she received its Founders, Merit and Muncie Gold Awards. She also 
chaired several sections of the ABA’s Young Lawyers Division including its Healthcare Section. Anthea is recognized as a 
“Leading Lawyer for Healthcare” by Chambers USA. She was an ad hoc professor at CWRU School of Law where she taught 
Health Law Transactions. Anthea has sat on numerous boards including the VNA of Ohio, the Genomic Medicine Institute of 
the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Lifebanc, Business Volunteers Unlimited, Beech Brook, Playhouse Square Partners and 
Malachi House’s Advisory Board. 

	
	
Beth Davis | Westchester Medical Center Health Network 
  

Biography 
I have been Deputy General Counsel at WMCHealth for the past 12 years. Prior to joining WMCHealth, I spent 8 years at 
Northwell Health as Senior Associate General Counsel, and 5 years at NY Presbyterian Hospital as Assistant General Counsel. 
I graduated from Boston University School of Law, and received my B.A. from Tufts University. 

	
	
Florence Di Benedetto | Sutter Health 
  

Biography 

Florence L. Di Benedetto joined Sutter Health in October, 2008. Prior to joining Sutter Health, Ms. Di Benedetto was a senior 
partner of the Sacramento based law firm Hunter Richey Di Benedetto & Eisenbeis, LLP, for the last twenty years. She started 
the firm's litigation practice and chaired the litigation section, trying cases in state and federal court and in a variety of 
administrative tribunals. She then served more than ten years as the firm's health law section senior partner, representing 
clients across the State of California, including Sutter Health, CHW, Stanford and John Muir Health System. Ms. Di Benedetto 
earned her bachelor's degree in International Relations from Georgetown University and studied economics and economic 
planning at London University and the Central School of Planning and Statistics in Warsaw, Poland. She earned her law 
degree from the University of San Francisco and her M.B.A. in Health Services Management from Golden Gate University. For 
many years, Ms. Di Benedetto served in the leadership ranks of the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, 
including serving as the Chairman of the Board in 2005-2006. 
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Robyn Diaz | St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
  

Biography 

Robyn Diaz is Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Robyn oversees the 
legal affairs, technology transfer, compliance, internal audit, security, and government affairs departments and manages 
outside counsel relationships. She provides legal advice on health care and research compliance, employment law, risk 
management, biomedical ethics, and general operational, regulatory, and transactional issues. Before joining St. Jude, 
Robyn was a member of the in-house legal team at MedStar Health, served as an Adjunct Instructor and Academic Preceptor 
with the Georgetown University School of Nursing and Health Studies, and was an attorney in the health care group at 
Crowell & Moring, LLP.  

	
	
Sarah DiBoise | Stanford University 
  

Biography 

Ms. DiBoise received her bachelor's degree with distinction from Stanford University in 1978 and her law degree from Boalt 
Hall School of Law, University of California, Berkeley, in 1982, Order of the Coif. As Chief Hospital Counsel, Ms. DiBoise 
specializes in contracts, fraud and abuse, general health law, hospitals, medical affairs, and regulatory issues. Ms. DiBoise is 
a member of the Santa Clara County Bar Association, the State Bar of California, the National Association of College and 
University Attorneys, American Health Lawyers Association, and the California Society for Healthcare Attorneys. 

	
	
Lee Dobkin | Penn Medicine / University of Pennsylvania 
  

Biography 

Lee J. Dobkin joined the University of Pennsylvania Office of the General Counsel in April 1997, and in September of 2001 was 
named Chief Counsel for Penn Medicine and Deputy General Counsel for the University. In that capacity, he oversees all of 
the legal work which OGC does on behalf of the University of Pennsylvania Health System, an academic medical center that 
includes five acute care hospitals, fourteen hundred employed physicians and approximately 13,000 employees. Mr. Dobkin 
previously served as the Chief of the Public Corruption and Labor Racketeering Section in the United States Attorney's Office 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania from 1994 to 1997 and as an Assistant United States Attorney in that office from 1986 
to 1994. Mr. Dobkin attended Amherst College (B.A., cum laude, 1978) and received his law degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School (J.D., cum laude, 1982). Mr. Dobkin has previously taught law at the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School (Adjunct Professor of Appellate Advocacy), the Temple University School of Law (Adjunct Professor of Integrated Trial 
Procedure; Adjunct Professor of Criminal Procedure, Clinical Program); and the Widener University School of Law (Adjunct 
Professor of Criminal Law). 

	
	
Shannon Drake | Aveanna Healthcare 
  

Biography 

I have 15+ years of experience in healthcare operations, litigation, mergers and acquisitions and regulatory compliance. I 
have served as the General Counsel for the nation’s largest pediatric home care provider, as a Senior Vice President, Chief 
Counsel for a $7.1 billion publicly traded healthcare services company, and Assistant General Counsel for a regional post-
acute services provider. Early in my career, I practiced with a leading healthcare law firm and served as a Judge Advocate in 
the United States Marine Corps. I have been part of senior management teams for large healthcare providers faced with 
strategic, tactical, and operational legal issues in an ever changing healthcare landscape. Areas of legal expertise include 
regulatory compliance, mergers & acquisitions, reimbursement, complex litigation, risk management, and employment law. 
Relevant, specific examples of these strengths include: • Serving as General Counsel thru a private equity funded 
consolidation and integration of the nation’s largest pediatric home care providers into a single organization dedicated to 
revolutionizing the delivery of pediatric home care services; • Principal in-house legal adviser for all integration and post-
acquisition legal matters of the $2 billion acquisition of Gentiva Health Services, then the largest home provider in the 
country, by Kindred Healthcare; • Successfully defended a nationwide False Claims case that led to summary judgment in 
favor of the nation’s largest hospice provider; • Contributed to the successful acquisition and integration of a $426 million, 
multi-state, multi service line competitor; I offer professionalism, a dedicated work ethic, strategic thinking ability, 
motivation, leadership skills, and commitment to corporate values. My success has been based on my ability to translate 
strategy into results, anticipate industry changes and continually search for ways to increase profits, decrease risk, reduce 
costs, and add value to my company. 
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Ahmed Elganzouri | Edward-Elmhurst Health 
  

Biography 

Ahmed Elganzouri is Deputy General Counsel for Edward-Elmhurst Health. Ahmed advises clients on a wide variety of 
matters including corporate governance, mergers and acquisitions and healthcare regulatory matters. He serves as a senior 
executive to both Edward and Elmhurst Hospital. Prior to Edward-Elmhurst Health, Mr. Elganzouri worked in-house for the 
American Dental Association. In addition, he practiced four years as a senior litigator at Bollinger, Ruberry & Garvey. In 
addition, to his legal duties, Ahmed plays a lead role in Edward-Elmhurst Health’s innovation venture capital subsidiary, 
Driven Labs, LLC. In 2012, Mr. Elganzouri was a recipient of the Association of Corporate Counsel magazine's ACC Docket 
"Top 10, 30 Something Award" for excellence in the in-house legal profession. Mr. Elganzouri received his law degree from 
Chicago Kent College of law. He holds a MBA from the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business. Mr. Elganzouri is a 
past President of the Association of Corporate Counsel - Chicago Chapter, is a board member of the Naperville Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and serves as the Co-Chairman of Choose DuPage. 

	
	
Katrina English | UC Health 
  

Biography 

Katrina M. English, JD, is a practicing attorney with more than twenty-five years? experience representing physicians, 
hospital systems and managed care plans. As in-house counsel, her practice has focused primarily on issues arising in 
nonprofit health care organizations, including corporate transactions, governance, compliance, tax matters, real estate and 
litigation. She is also an experienced executive leader and enjoys working with senior leaders and boards of directors, 
advising them on a broad range of legal and policy issues impacting the highly regulated health care industry. She is 
currently Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for UC Health, an integrated academic health system affiliated with 
the University of Cincinnati, one of the nation's top 25 public research universities. Previously she served as Vice President 
and Sr. Deputy General Counsel of CareSource, a national leader in Medicaid managed care where she was responsible for 
the management of all legal services provided to the CareSource family of companies. She has spent most of her career as in-
house counsel to hospital systems in Ohio, for many years as System Vice President and Network General Counsel for the 
Mercy Health Corporation and prior to that as Managing Senior Attorney for the OhioHealth hospital system. Katrina earned 
her J.D. from the Moritz college of Law at The Ohio State University and her B.A. in Telecommunications from Kent State 
University. 

	
	
Terese Farhat | Beaumont Health 
  

Biography 

Chief Counsel, Operations at Beaumont Health responsible to provide services and oversee the operations and management 
of a team of attorneys in providing legal services to Beaumont Health in the areas of: regulatory compliance, physician 
contracting, employment/labor relations, reimbursement, accreditation and licensure and medical staff credentialing and 
privileging. Former legal experience includes practice at large and small law firms in the areas of health care law and medical 
malpractice defense litigation. 

	
	
John Finley | AIS Care Group 
  

Biography 

John has held Chief Compliance, Chief Audit and Legal roles at the FDA, the White House, Aetna, and global-health care 
systems. He has built and led new enterprise-wide risk, audit and compliance structures across US and international 
jurisdictions. He has extensive experience building, enhancing and implementing compliance programs. Over the course of 
his career, John developed substantial knowledge of Healthcare and FDA law and policy, with particular emphasis on 
pharmaceuticals, compliance and the application of administrative law. He also developed a deep understanding of the 
institutions, organizational structures, procedures, and cultures through which regulatory policy and compliance decisions 
are considered, developed, and implemented across all branches of government, including Congress and the courts, as well 
as various components of FDA, HHS, Office of Management and Budget, Department of Justice, and the White House. John 
received his undergraduate degree from the University of Tulsa and a Juris Doctor and Masters of Health Care Administration 
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from the University of Oklahoma. John lives with his wife, three daughters and two dogs in the Dallas area. 
	
	
Shannon Fox Fraser | HonorHealth 
  

Biography 

Shannon Fox Fraser is senior vice president and general counsel for HonorHealth, where she has served as an in-house 
attorney since 2015. Shannon also serves as secretary of the HonorHealth Board of Directors. In her role, Shannon oversees 
the full range of legal and business issues facing an integrated healthcare system, including corporate governance, mergers 
and acquisitions, strategic initiatives, risk management, and labor and employment. She also oversees issues related to the 
medical staff, managed care, privacy and compliance, corporate transactions, contracting, intellectual property, litigation, 
and regulatory and accreditation matters. Before joining HonorHealth, Shannon worked for more than 15 years in the 
Chicago area at Edward Health Services Corp and Edward-Elmhurst Health, where she served in various legal and 
compliance-related capacities, including chief privacy officer. She is a member of the American Health Lawyers Association 
and the Arizona Society of Healthcare Attorneys. Shannon received her joint juris doctorate and master's in business 
administration degree from the Chicago-Kent College of Law - Illinois Institute of Technology, and her bachelor's degree 
from Illinois State University. 

	
	
Robert Frank | MaineHealth 
  

Biography 

General Counsel for MaineHealth, 2014-present; Deputy General Counsel, MaineHealth, 2009-2014; partner, Harvey & Frank, 
1995-2009; partner, VerrillDana (1989-1995); visiting lecturer, University of Maine School of Law, 1987-89; Assistant Attorney 
General, State of Maine (1982-1987); associate, Morrison & Forester (1979-82). J.D. 1979, Yale Law School; BA. Physics 1975, 
Emory University. 

	
	
Jeannie Frey | CHRISTUS Health 
  

Biography 

Currently CLO and GC of CHRISTUS Health, since Spring 2018. Formerly CLO & GC of Presence Health, since November 2011. 
Prior to Presence was the first GC for Resurrection Health Care, in Chicago, as of early 2004. Before going in-house, I was a 
partner in the Health Law department of McDermott, Will & Emery in Chicago, focusing on healthcare M&A and joint 
ventures. Earlier in my career I practiced securities law. I graduated from Yale Law School and received a B.A. from the 
University of Colorado, Boulder. I grew up in New Orleans. 

	
	
Charles Fry | University of Alabama Health Services Foundation, P.C. 
  

Biography 

Charles is General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of the University of Alabama Health Services Foundation, P.C., the 
faculty practice plan for UAB Medicine. He represents the 1400 physicians and 2500 other employees of UAB Medicine. His 
primary areas of practice for HSF include corporate governance, M&A, risk management, professional liability (self-insured), 
employment, peer review, credentialing, compliance, managed care contracting, general contracting, corporate 
restructuring, and physician compensation. Prior to joining HSF, he spent his entire private practice career of thirteen years 
with Johnston Barton Proctor & Powell LLP, a mid-sized Birmingham law firm. He is a past Fellow with the American Bar 
Association’s Business Law Section and is currently in the Leadership Development Program for the Physician Organization’s 
Group of the American Health Lawyers Association. He has served in numerous leadership roles in the Birmingham Bar 
Association and Alabama State Bar. He is a graduate of the University of Alabama School of Law and Birmingham-Southern 
College. 

	
	
Sean Gaffney | Addus Homecare, Inc. 
  
Biography Senior legal executive with broad transactional, regulatory, and technology experience. Specialties: Structure and negotiate 
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corporate transactions involving health care providers and vendors, including mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, 
outsourcing agreements, consulting arrangements and software licenses. Substantial experience counseling healthcare 
providers regarding regulatory and licensing issues (healthcare fraud and abuse; antitrust) and successfully managing 
business litigation. 

	
	
Joe Gallagher | Cook Children's Health Care System 
  
Biography In house counsel for over 20 years. Health law focused. 
	
	
Jim Gilman | Methodist Healthcare System of San Antonio 
  

Biography Board-Certified healthcare attorney and senior healthcare executive with extensive experience in accomplishing strategic 
business objectives in a mission-aligned manner integrated with legal, compliance and enterprise risk initiatives. 

	
	
Lisa Gilpin | Joerns Healthcare 
  

Biography 

Lisa Gilpin is an legal executive with diverse experience representing global and domestic clients in a broad range of 
industries. These industries include medical device manufacturing and distribution, clinical research, healthcare 
performance improvement and group purchasing, ocean transportation and logistics, marine container terminal services, 
and durable goods manufacturing. She has extensive senior level in-house legal experience and leverages this experience to 
provide sound, practical advice and leadership to her clients on a variety of issues. Lisa has been the lead in-house attorney 
on international and domestic acquisitions, divestitures, and development opportunities. Representative deal - US$1.2 
billion joint venture in Pusan, South Korea. She has also routinely drafted and negotiated various types of agreements that 
arise in day-to-day operations. Further, Lisa has significant familiarity with Antitrust laws, FCPA, the Anti-Kickback Statute 
and the False Claims Act.Lisa also has considerable experience in managing domestic and internatioal litigtion matters and 
outside counsel. She managed the defense of a complex litigation matter and eventual divestiture in Vostochny, Russia. 
Geographically, in addition to the United States, her experience spans countries in Europe, the Far East and Latin America. In 
complement to the practice of law, Lisa has held senior level business positions in human resources and information 
systems. This extensive corporate knowledge along with good business and financial acumen makes her quite adept at 
balancing the business pursuit process with appropriate legal and risk contemplation and management. 

	
	
Alexander Gladney | Capital Health System 
  

Biography 

Alexander Gladney is Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer at Capital Health, a leader in progressive, quality 
healthcare services. Alexander oversees several areas including legal, risk management, human resources, and government 
relations. Specializing in corporate, real estate, contract, and voting rights law, Alexander is licensed to practice law in both 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Alexander has a broad legal background with a unique combination of contractual, 
information technology, transactional, and litigation legal experience. 

	
	
Karen Gledhill | Fresenius Medical Care North America 
  

Biography 

As senior vice president and general counsel, Karen Gledhill oversees FMCNA's law department, which provides legal support 
for practice areas including corporate law, commercial contracting, healthcare regulatory, litigation, payor relations, 
securities law, corporate finance, real estate, clinical research, labor and employment, and FDA regulatory. Karen joined 
FMCNA in 2014 after serving as outside counsel for eighteen years. She was formerly a shareholder and chair of the 
healthcare practice group at the Robinson, Bradshaw law firm in Charlotte, North Carolina. She holds a JD from Columbia 
University, where she was a member of the Law Review and a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar, as well as a master of business 
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administration and bachelor's degree from the University of South Carolina. Karen is recognized as a Fellow of the American 
Bar Foundation. 

	
	
Iris Glezer | North American Client Services, Inc. 
  

Biography 
I have been with North American Client Services, Inc. for over two years. Prior to that, I was in healthcare litigation for over 
eleven years, representing hospitals, physicians, groups, in a variety of matters predominantly focusing on healthcare. Prior 
to that I worked in employment law and worker's compensation defense. 

	
	
Marc Goldstone | Prime Healthcare 
  

Biography 

25 years health law experience with non-profit and for-profit organizations Served 13 years as Vice President and Associate 
General Counsel at Community Health Systems (CHS), overseeing all legal work for more than 30 hospitals, 500 employed 
physicians and multiple non-hospital facilities Served six years on the Board of Directors of the American Health Lawyers 
Association (including service on the Board’s Executive Committee) Served two terms on the National EMS Advisory Council 
(appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation) Cum laude graduate of Rutgers Law School. Former Mobile Intensive 
Care Paramedic 

	
	
Steve Gracey | TriHealth 
  

Biography 

Steve Gracey is the Senior Vice President and General Counsel for TriHealth. Steve is responsible for planning, maintaining 
and managing the internal and external scope of legal services provided to TriHealth and its affiliates, while advising senior 
leaders, boards of directors and members of the management team on all legal matters and affairs. Prior to working at 
TriHealth, Steve worked at several large regional law firms in their litigation departments, where he specialized in defending 
mass tort product liability litigation for global pharmaceutical companies. In this role, Steve managed local counsel and 
appeared in courts around the country to represent his clients. A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Steve earned his Bachelor's 
Degree from Columbia University and his Juris Doctor from the University of Cincinnati. He lives in Ft. Thomas, Ky. with his 
wife and 4 children. Steve sits on the Board of Anchor for Special Needs and is past chair of the Defense Research Institute's 
Corporate Counsel Committee. 

	
	
Michael Grebe | Advocate Aurora Health 
  
Biography AB - Dartmouth College JD - University of Wisconsin 
	
	
Thomas Hartman | Hanger, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Thomas E. Hartman is Hanger's Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary. He was appointed Senior Vice 
President in 2015 and Secretary in 2014, and has served as General Counsel since 2009. Tom joined Hanger in 2009 from 
Foley & Lardner, LLP where he was a partner in their Business Law Department. His practice at Foley focused on securities 
transactions, securities law compliance, mergers and acquisitions, and corporate governance. Prior to joining Foley, Tom 
was a business law associate at Jones Day.Tom holds a Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, 
and a Bachelor of Science in Engineering (Industrial and Operations Engineering) from the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. 

	
	
Lisa Hayward | Seattle Children's Hospital 
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Biography 

Lisa Hayward has served as Seattle Children’s Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer since 2016. In her role, she 
oversees and is responsible for all legal services for Seattle Children’s and its affiliates, including Seattle Children’s Research 
Institute and a wholly-owned clinically integrated network. Lisa also oversees the system’s risk management and 
compliance functions. She serves as a key member of the organization’s executive leadership team. Prior to joining Seattle 
Children’s, Lisa was a partner at Davis Wright Tremaine in Seattle where she practiced for nearly 20 years in the firm’s health 
law group with a focus on health care transactions, advice and counseling on regulatory compliance and tax-exemption and 
corporate governance matters. 

	
	
Deborah Hodys | Yale New Haven Health 
  

Biography 

Deborah Hodys is both Vice President, Legal Services & General Counsel of Greenwich Hospital and Deputy General Counsel 
of the Yale New Haven Health System. Ms. Hodys joined Greenwich Hospital / Yale New Haven Health in 2007. She is a 
corporate transactional health care attorney whose professional experience includes a range of corporate law matters such 
as mergers and acquisitions, affiliations, joint ventures, governance and real estate, as well as health care fraud and abuse 
and reimbursement compliance matters, and medical staff credentialing and peer review matters. Prior to joining Greenwich 
Hospital/Yale New Haven Health, Ms. Hodys held positions at Northwell Health; Park Avenue Health Care Management; 
Garfunkel, Wild & Travis, P.C.; and Stroock & Stroock & Lavan.Ms. Hodys graduated with a B.A. from New York University and 
received her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law. Ms. Hodys is admitted to practice law in New York and in 
Connecticut as House Counsel. 

	
	
Lisa Hughes Cain | Norton Healthcare, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Current Role: System Director & Assistant General Counsel, Norton Healthcare (August 2018-Present). Previous Experience: 
Senior Counsel, Litigation & Investigations, Humana (August 2013-August 2018); Partner, Commercial & Insurance Litigation, 
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP (formerly Woodward Hobson & Fulton LLP) (April 2004-August 2013), Associate, Litigation, 
Greenebaum Doll & McDonald PLLC (August 2000-April 2004). 

	
	
Fred Jacobs | CarePoint Health 
  

Biography EVP and General Counsel, Care Point Health System Health Attorney for 20 years, including private practice and General 
Counsel and Senior Counsel Positions Yale Law School 1982 Brown University 1978 

	
	
Arnie Jaffee | Mount Sinai Medical Center 
  

Biography 
Arnie Jaffee has been the Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Mount Sinai Medical Center since 2001. Prior to 
joining Mount Sinai, he practiced health care and corporate law from Miami, Florida for approximately 20 years. He received 
his J.D. degree from the University of Miami School of Law, and his B.A. from Manhattanville College. 

	
	
Susan James | WakeMed 
  

Biography 

In her role as Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, Susan G. James oversees the full range of legal and business issues 
facing a complex health system. Her areas of responsibility include strategic partnerships and affiliations, corporate 
transactions, innovation, patient care, physician agreements, certificates of need, employment, intellectual property, 
medical staff, privacy, health IT, telemedicine, academic affiliations, compliance and building new healthcare delivery 
models. She also provides in house training on a variety of topics related to medical legal issues. Previously, James served as 
Vice President and General Counsel for Georgia Regents Health System, the academic medical center and associated faculty 
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practice plans of the university formerly known as Medical College of Georgia. Prior to joining Georgia Regents Health 
System, she served as Vice President and General Counsel at Regency Hospital Company, a long-term acute care hospital 
company headquartered in Atlanta. She also served as an attorney in the corporate and technology practice groups at 
Atlanta law firm McKenna, Long & Aldridge, after having held a number of progressively responsible positions at other 
Atlanta law firms. James earned a bachelor’s degree in music at the University of Georgia, magna cum laude with general 
honors, where she was a Foundation Fellow. She subsequently earned a master’s degree in music at the Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky. James earned her Juris Doctor, with honors, from the University of Louisville School of Law, where 
she also served as notes editor for the University of Louisville Journal of Family Law. She was recently awarded the Triangle 
Business Journal 2018 C-Suite Award in the Chief Legal Officer category. 

	
	
Timothy Jefferson | Grady Health System 
  

Biography 

Timothy Jefferson is Executive Vice President and General Counsel for the Grady Health System. The Grady Health System is 
one of the largest public academic healthcare centers in the United States and consists of Grady Memorial Hospital; Hughes 
Spalding Children’s Hospital, Crestview Health and Rehabilitation Center, and several Neighborhood Health Clinics and is 
the primary teaching hospital for Emory and Morehouse Schools of Medicine. Mr. Jefferson has been part of the Grady family 
since 1998. In addition to his role as General Counsel, he previously served as the Health System’s Interim President and 
Chief Executive Officer in 2007 as well as its Chief Operating Officer from 2001 to 2003. During his tenure, Mr. Jefferson was 
instrumental in managing the 2008 corporate restructuring of Grady Health System from a public hospital authority to a 
private non-profit corporation. That governance change led to more than $350 million in philanthropic gifts for capital 
improvements at Grady. As General Counsel, Mr. Jefferson represents Grady’s interests before federal and state government 
officials and directs all legal functions of the Health System. As a member of the senior executive leadership team, he has 
demonstrated a strong commitment to excellence in Grady’s legal services and to diversity in the legal profession. He has 
trained a number of minority lawyers as in-house counsel, provided internships to dozens of local law students, and 
consistently retained minority-owned law firms as outside counsel. For over 36 years, Mr. Jefferson has been a leader in the 
healthcare industry in both the private and public sectors. He began his career as an attorney advisor and senior attorney in 
the Office of the General Counsel for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Mr. Jefferson later served as Senior 
Associate General Counsel/Hospital Counsel for Howard University, representing Howard University Hospital, the Colleges of 
Medicine, Nursing, Dentistry, Pharmacy, and Allied Health Sciences. Just before arriving at Grady, Mr. Jefferson served as 
Chief Legal Officer for the D.C. Health and Hospital Public Benefit Corporation. Mr. Jefferson is Past President of the Georgia 
Academy of Health Care Attorneys. He is a member of the American College of Healthcare Executives, America’s Essential 
Hospitals (formerly National Association of Public Hospitals), the National Association of Health Services Executives, and the 
American Health Lawyers Association. He is a graduate of the Leadership Atlanta class of 2002. Mr. Jefferson was named 
“Pioneer of the Legal Profession” by the American Corporate Counsel Association in 1997. A former board member of Special 
Olympics Georgia, he received their Award of Excellence in 2007. He was inducted in the Gate City Bar Hall of Fame in 2013. 
Mr. Jefferson holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Hofstra University and his Juris Doctorate from 
Columbia University. A native of Hartsville, South Carolina, he grew up in the Harlem community of New York City. There he 
met his lovely wife of 36 years, Walda Marie Jefferson. They are the proud parents of Temia, Traci, and Timothy Jr., and 
proud grandparents of Taylor, Elijah, Jadyn and Kendall. 

	
	
Shannon Jerse | St. Vincent Charity Medical Center 
  

Biography 

Shannon Fogarty Jerse serves as deputy general counsel for the Sisters of Charity Health System. She is also general counsel 
to St. Vincent Charity Medical Center. With more than 25 years of experience, Jerse came to the Sisters of Charity Health 
System from the Cleveland Clinic where she served as in-house counsel to Cleveland Clinic Regional Hospitals. Prior to that, 
she spent eight years as in-house counsel at University Hospitals and as an associate at the Cleveland-based law firm Arter & 
Hadden. In 2013, Jerse was a finalist in the General and In-House Counsel Awards by Crain's Cleveland Business. She has 
been an active member of the Diocese of Cleveland both personally and professionally, having served as a trustee of the 
Catholic Charities Youth Services Corp. Since 2003, Jerse has been a member of the Diocesan Review Board established 
under the, "Policy for the Safety of Children in Matters of Sexual Abuse." She is a member of the Holy Cross School Advisory 
Board and its Endowment Committee and was on the Board and a past Chairman of the Rose Mary Center. A graduate of 
John Carroll University and Cleveland Marshall College of Law, Jerse has written extensively on end of life decisions, child 
abuse, medical records and risk management for physicians. 

	



HEALTHCARE GENERAL COUNSEL FORUM 
October 20–22, 2019 | Omni Barton Creek Resort & Spa | Austin, TX 

 

Consero Group LLC | (202) 595-9300 | info@consero.com 

	
Annette Johnson | NYU Langone Medical Center 
  
Biography SVP and General Counsel, NYU Langone Health 
	
	
Michelle Johnson Tidjani | Henry Ford Health System 
  

Biography 

Michelle Johnson Tidjani, Esq., was appointed Senior VP and General Counsel of Henry Ford Health System in 2017. In this 
role, Michelle provides strategic and operational executive leadership for Office of the General Counsel: Corporate Legal 
Affairs, Business Integrity and Tax, Information Privacy and Security, Governance, and Risk Finance and Insurance. 
Previously, Michelle was Deputy Chief Legal Officer for the Cleveland Clinic, managing a team of 20+ lawyers, paralegals, 
support staff and external counsel, serving as a strategic partner on such initiatives as physician/hospital alignment, 
telemedicine, reimbursement, affiliations, acquisitions, and governance. Michelle was responsible for $7+ billion in 
contracting revenue through managed care agreements, consulting services, clinical operations, information technology, 
clinical trials, supply chain and vendor relationships. Michelle was Senior Counsel for Tenet Healthcare's Managed Care and 
Litigation Practice where she led development and implementation of clinically integrated networks in five national 
markets. She also addressed a wide range of operational and regulatory issues, including healthcare reform, physician 
contracting, corporate formation and governance, Stark, anti-kickback, antitrust, and HIPAA. Juris doctor, University of 
Detroit Mercy School of Law in 1998. Bachelor's degree with honors from Cornell University in 1995. Michelle is married and 
has two children, and are native Detroiters. 

	
	
Beth Kelsch | MaineHealth 
  

Biography 

Beth Kelsch serves as Deputy General Counsel for MaineHealth, a nonprofit health care system based in Portland, Maine, 
having joined the MaineHealth Legal Affairs Department as Legal Counsel in 2006. From 2002 to 2005, she worked as a staff 
attorney in the Dover office of the New Hampshire Public Defender and, prior to that, served as a law clerk for the Hon. 
George Z. Singal (D. Me.). She received her B.A. degree from the University of Virginia and her law degree from Yale Law 
School. 

	
	
Irene Koch | Hospital For Special Surgery 
  

Biography 

Irene M. Koch, Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, joined Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS) in April 2015. Ms. 
Koch received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1986 and a J.D. degree from Fordham University School of 
Law in 1989. She is a member of the Bar of New York. Prior to joining HSS, Ms. Koch held leadership positions at two regional 
health information organizations in New York City, serving as Executive Vice President and General Counsel at Healthix, Inc. 
from 2014-early 2015, and Executive Director at Brooklyn Health Information Exchange (BHIX) from 2007-2013, prior to its 
merger with Healthix. Ms. Koch served as Deputy General Counsel, Information Technology and Associate General Counsel at 
Maimonides Medical Center from 1996-2007, and as Assistant Counsel at the New York State Department of Health, Office of 
Legal Affairs, Bureau of Professional Medical Conduct from 1994-1996. She started her professional career as an Associate 
Attorney at Willkie Farr & Gallagher from 1989-1994. Irene M. Koch, Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, joined 
Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS) in April 2015. Ms. Koch received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1986 
and a J.D. degree from Fordham University School of Law in 1989. She is a member of the Bar of New York. Prior to joining 
HSS, Ms. Koch held leadership positions at two regional health information organizations in New York City, serving as 
Executive Vice President and General Counsel at Healthix, Inc. from 2014-early 2015, and Executive Director at Brooklyn 
Health Information Exchange (BHIX) from 2007-2013, prior to its merger with Healthix. Ms. Koch served as Deputy General 
Counsel, Information Technology and Associate General Counsel at Maimonides Medical Center from 1996-2007, and as 
Assistant Counsel at the New York State Department of Health, Office of Legal Affairs, Bureau of Professional Medical 
Conduct from 1994-1996. She started her professional career as an Associate Attorney at Willkie Farr & Gallagher from 1989-
1994. Irene M. Koch, Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, joined Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS) in April 2015. 
Ms. Koch received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1986 and a J.D. degree from Fordham University 
School of Law in 1989. She is a member of the Bar of New York. Prior to joining HSS, Ms. Koch held leadership positions at 
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two regional health information organizations in New York City, serving as Executive Vice President and General Counsel at 
Healthix, Inc. from 2014-early 2015, and Executive Director at Brooklyn Health Information Exchange (BHIX) from 2007-2013, 
prior to its merger with Healthix. Ms. Koch served as Deputy General Counsel, Information Technology and Associate General 
Counsel at Maimonides Medical Center from 1996-2007, and as Assistant Counsel at the New York State Department of 
Health, Office of Legal Affairs, Bureau of Professional Medical Conduct from 1994-1996. She started her professional career as 
an Associate Attorney at Willkie Farr & Gallagher from 1989-1994. 

	
	
Laurence Kraemer | Northwell Health 
  

Biography 

Laurence Kraemer, JD, is senior vice president and chief general counsel of Northwell Health. In this role, he supervises a 
team of more than 40 lawyers and more than 50 compliance professionals who provide legal services and compliance 
oversight to all Northwell hospitals, clinical entities and joint ventures. Mr. Kraemer focuses on corporate, tax and 
structuring advice to the health system, with particular emphasis on mergers, acquisitions, affiliations and joint ventures. 
Prior to joining Northwell in 2007, Mr. Kraemer spent nearly 20 years leading the Deloitte & Touche health care, colleges and 
universities, and exempt organizations tax consulting practice in the Northeast, where his clients included many national, 
international and high-profile health care and tax exempt organizations.He is a published author and speaker on many 
topics involving health care and tax exempt organizations. Recent speaking engagements have included the Healthcare Law 
& Compliance Institute's “Innovation in Healthcare and Healthcare Delivery,” the American Health Lawyers Association's 
“Two-Step in Harmony: Hospital Partnerships with National Centers of Excellence” and “Emerging Trends in Health Care 
Joint Ventures,” as well as the New York State Bar Association's “Tax Treatment of Accountable Care Organizations." Mr. 
Kraemer received his undergraduate degree from Rutgers College and his JD from the Boston University School of Law. He 
also holds an LL.M. degree from the New York University School of Law. 

	
	
Ronald Lazas Jr | Kindred At Home 
  
Biography Ronald Lazas Jr is General Counsel Kindred At Home. 
	
	
Lance Lightfoot | Texas Children's Hospital 
  

Biography 
Lance Lightfoot joined Texas Children's in 2002 and now serves as Senior Vice President & General Counsel. Lance is 
responsible for the legal, compliance, risk management, and internal audit functions for Texas Children's Hospital and its 
affiliated entities. 

	
	
Elaine Lisko | CommonSpirit Health 
  

Biography 
Private practice 1983-2000 In-house counsel 2000-present BSFS, Georgetown University, School of Foreign Service, 
Washington, DC 1980 JD, Case Western Reserve University, School of Law, Cleveland, OH 1983 LLM, University of Houston 
Law Center, Houston, TX 1999 

	
	
Margaret Marchak | Hartford HealthCare 
  

Biography 

Margaret Marchak, J.D., M.B.A., is Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer of Hartford HealthCare Corporation 
headquartered in Hartford, CT. Ms. Marchak is responsible for the direction and management of the legal, compliance, 
claims management and government affairs functions to protect Hartford HealthCare's interests and support transactions in 
support of its growth. Ms. Marchak specializes in health care law including provider affiliations, hospital-physician 
transactions, information technology matters, fraud and abuse issues, governance in nonprofit and tax-exempt 
organizations, and corporate compliance programs. Before joining Hartford HealthCare, she was a partner in a national 
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health law firm representing a broad range of providers, including hospitals and integrated health care delivery systems. Her 
experience also includes leadership positions at an academic medical center and a national management company for 
managed care organizations. Ms. Marchak holds a Juris Doctor degree from Wayne State University School of Law in Detroit 
and a Master of Business Administration and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She is a 
member of numerous legal associations and she has presented nationally on various aspects of health care law related 
topics. 

	
	
Jody Martin | LCMC Health 
  
Biography LCMC Health - Chief Legal Officer 
	
	
Christine McCoy | Ascension 
  

Biography 

Christine Kocot McCoy is the Executive Vice President and General Counsel for Ascension. In this role, she serves as the legal 
advisor to Ascension, including its Board of Directors and executive management. She is also responsible for advocacy and 
governmental relations, corporate compliance, legal services, and the risk and insurance programs of Ascension. As General 
Counsel, Chris is responsible for leading the Legal Ministry-wide Function and the Compliance Center of Excellence, including 
the oversight, support and training of legal and compliance team members. She leads affiliation initiatives; assists with 
business development activities; and manages outside legal relationships on behalf of Ascension. Chris has been with 
Ascension since 2004. She was previously the Deputy General Counsel for Ascension and, prior to that role, served as the Vice 
President, Risk Management for Ascension, responsible for leading the associate health and safety, claims management, 
insurance, and loss prevention programs for Ascension and its subsidiary organizations. Chris came to Ascension from the 
law firm of Armstrong Teasdale, LLP. As Partner, she focused her practice in the areas of medical malpractice and 
employment litigation. Chris represented hospitals and physicians in malpractice matters in Missouri and Illinois state and 
federal courts. Also, she represented management in employment and labor-related matters before federal and state courts 
and local agencies in Missouri, Illinois, and Washington, D.C. Chris holds a bachelor's degree in business from Eastern Illinois 
University in Charleston, Illinois and obtained her juris doctorate at Saint Louis University School of Law in St. Louis. She is a 
licensed member of the Missouri and Illinois bar associations. In 2003, Chris was recognized as having one of the largest 
defense verdicts in the State of Missouri when defending a medical malpractice lawsuit. In 2007, she was recognized in the 
St. Louis Business Journal as one of the area's ?Most Influential Business Women.? She was honored by Missouri Lawyers in 
2018 at their ?In House Counsel? awards program. Chris has been with Ascension since 2004. She was previously the Deputy 
General Counsel for Ascension and, prior to that role, served as the Vice President, Risk Management for Ascension, 
responsible for leading the associate health and safety, claims management, insurance, and loss prevention programs for 
Ascension and its subsidiary organizations. Chris came to Ascension from the law firm of Armstrong Teasdale, LLP. As 
Partner, she focused her practice in the areas of medical malpractice and employment litigation. Chris represented hospitals 
and physicians in malpractice matters in Missouri and Illinois state and federal courts. Also, she represented management in 
employment and labor-related matters before federal and state courts and local agencies in Missouri, Illinois, and 
Washington, D.C. Chris holds a bachelor's degree in business from Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Illinois and 
obtained her juris doctorate at Saint Louis University School of Law in St. Louis. She is a licensed member of the Missouri and 
Illinois bar associations. In 2003, Chris was recognized as having one of the largest defense verdicts in the State of Missouri 
when defending a medical malpractice lawsuit. In 2007, she was recognized in the St. Louis Business Journal as one of the 
area's ?Most Influential Business Women.? She was honored by Missouri Lawyers in 2018 at their ?In House Counsel? awards 
program. 

	
	
Terri Meldrum | OhioHealth Corporation 
  

Biography 

Terri W. Meldrum, Esq., joined OhioHealth in 2002 and is currently the Senior Vice President and General Counsel. Ms. 
Meldrum is responsible for leading a team of attorneys, paralegals and support staff responsible for all aspects of the day-to-
day legal representation of OhioHealth and its 28,000 associates, 600+ multi-specialty physician medical groups, numerous 
hospitals and healthcare facilities, and joint ventures. Ms. Meldrum is also responsible for management of the system’s risk 
management department, enterprise risk management function, self-insurance program and captive insurance company. 
Ms. Meldrum received her Bachelor of Arts degree from The Ohio State University in 1990 and her Juris Doctor from The Ohio 
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State University Moritz College of Law in 1993. After graduating from law school, Ms. Meldrum served four years as an 
Assistant Attorney General in the Business & Government Regulation section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, until 
moving to private practice in the healthcare department of Taft, Stettinius & Hollister. In that capacity, Ms. Meldrum 
represented physicians and physician groups in all aspects of healthcare, corporate and regulatory law. Ms. Meldrum was 
named to the list of Top Lawyers in Ohio by Business First several years running, received the prestigious Business First Forty 
Under Forty Award in 2005 and the Super Lawyer’s Rising Star Award in 2007. Ms. Meldrum is a current member of the 
Columbus Bar Association, American Health Lawyers Association and Ohio Women’s Bar Association. Ms. Meldrum has been 
actively involved in community activities, including the Ronald McDonald House Charities®, City Year Columbus and the 
Columbus Children’s Theatre. Ms. Meldrum is currently an active member of the Big Brothers Big Sisters program, a member 
of the Board of Trustees for Cristo Rey Columbus, and a member of the Board of Directors for the Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce. Ms. Meldrum resides in New Albany, Ohio, with her husband and two daughters. 

	
	
Edward Meyer | MEDNAX Services, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Ed Meyer is a health care attorney with over 27 years of experience. Ed currently serves as Senior Regional Counsel for 
MEDNAX Services, Inc.. Prior to coming to MEDNAX, Ed was Senior Counsel to Dignity Health, where he was the lead attorney 
for Dignity Health's medical foundation model in California. Ed is a graduate of Stanford University and received his JD 
degree from Georgetown University Law Center. Before entering the law field, Ed served as a Legislative Assistant for Ways & 
Means issues to the late U.S. Congressman Phil Crane and also served as a Special Assistant (political appointment) at the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services during the Reagan Administration. 

	
	
Donna Michael-Ziereis | AtlantiCare Health System 
  

Biography 

Donna Michael-Ziereis, Esq. Vice President & General Counsel – AtlantiCare Health System 2018 Donna Michael-Ziereis is Vice 
President & General Counsel of the AtlantiCare Health System, a member of the Geisinger Health System.AtlantiCare is a 
National Malcolm Baldrige winning organization. She is responsible for leadership of legal operations for AtlantiCare, 
overseeing a team of attorneys and other professionals focused on corporate law, regulatory affairs, contracts, employment 
issues, medical staff matters, compliance, internal audit, privacy and information security, risk management and risk 
finance. Before joining AtlantiCare, Donna was in private practice with well-known law firms in New Jersey, where she 
practiced commercial and employment litigation and insurance regulatory law. She is an ad junct professor for Rutgers 
University.She earned her Bachelor’s degree as a Douglass Scholar from Rutgers University and her law degree from Rutgers 
University School of Law.Donna serves the community on a number of professional boards including the New Jersey Self 
Insurers Guarantee Association, Linwood Board of Education and Vincent S. Haneman American Inn of Court. She served as 
the President of the Atlantic County Bar Association in 2013-14,and is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association. 

	
	
Kara Morgenstern | University of Michigan 
  

Biography 

Health care attorney with significant in-house academic medical center experience across a broad range of subject matter 
areas including research, medical staff credentialing &amp; peer review, facility and professional reimbursement, 
transactions, fraud &amp; abuse, and patient rights Specialties: clinical research and human subjects protections, medical 
staff credentialing & peer review, conflicts of interests, patient rights (e.g. EMTALA, privacy), transactions, compliance, 
Medicare/Medicaid reimbursement 

	
	
Robert Mullen | Aultman Health Foundation, AultCare and Aultman Health Delivery 
System 
  
Biography Sr. VP of Legal Affairs for Aultman Health 
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Jan Murray | Saint Luke's Health System 
  
Biography Senior Vice President & Chief Legal Officer 
	
	
Carmen Neuberger | Phoenix Children's Hospital 
  

Biography 

Carmen Neuberger is the Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of Phoenix Children’s Hospital. She has 
been with the hospital for nearly 12 years, and joined the organization in 2007. Carmen created the first Office of General 
Counsel at Phoenix Children's Hospital, which has grown into a full scale legal department that employs 18 people who 
handle compliance, government relations, risk management, insurance and legal services. Carmen graduated cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Duke University. After working for five years as a critical care nurse, she earned 
her law degree at the George Washington University National Law Center in Washington, D.C. Following law school, Carmen 
gained extensive experience in Healthcare law working in private practice for eight years with several very reputable law 
firms in the Washington, D.C. area for eight years. Subsequently, she served as an inhouse Healthcare attorney for an 
academic medical center and then a complex Healthcare system based in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

	
	
Kelly Parsons Kwiatek | Halifax Health 
  

Biography 
I am currently serving as Senior Vice President & General Counsel for Halifax Health. Prior to this, I was a shareholder at the 
law firm of Cobb Cole for 15 years, where I served as a commercial litigator specializing in employment & labor law. I 
graduated from Florida State College of Law and have a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Syracuse University. 

	
	
Laura Peabody | Partners Healthcare System, Inc. 
  

Biography 

In September, 2017, Laura Peabody became the Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel of Partners HealthCare System. She 
was formerly the Chief Legal Officer for Northwell Health based in New Hyde Park, NY (Northwell). Northwell is one of the 
nation’s largest healthcare systems with 21 hospitals in the New York metropolitan area, more than 450 outpatient physician 
practices, a School of Medicine and School of Graduate Nursing and Health Professions, both with Hofstra University, and an 
Institute for medical research (the Feinstein Institute). Northwell has a vast regional network of ambulatory providers. 
Northwell has approximately 61,000 employees and is the largest private employer in the State of New York. The System’s 
revenue for 2017 is projected to be approximately $11 billion.Prior to her position at Northwell, Laura was the Chief Legal 
Officer at Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, a not-for-profit health plan with operations in Maine, Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire. She also chaired the Board of the HPHC Foundation which focused on preventing childhood obesity in the 
communities served by the corporation. Prior to working with Harvard Pilgrim, Laura was Deputy General Counsel at Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Massachusetts. 

	
	
Cindy Perr | Advocare, LLC 
  

Biography 

I am the (first) Chief Legal Officer and GC of Advocare, LLC, a physician owned and operated multi-specialty practice group 
with 600+ providers and over 130 Care Centers located throughout NJ and PA. Prior to this position I was the AVP and Deputy 
General Counsel of Lourdes Health System, with responsibility for the legal department of three acute care hospitals and 
100+ community based physician practices. 

	
	
Frank Rainer | Memorial Healthcare System 
  
Biography Senior Vice President and General Counsel over the Legal, Risk, Privacy & Insurance Departments. 
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Gary Reiff | UCHealth 
  

Biography 

Gary M. Reiff is Chief Legal Officer of UCHealth. Mr. Reiff is responsible for legal, governmental and regulatory affairs across 
UCHealth. Prior to joining UCHealth, Mr. Reiff was a Managing Director and Chief Administrative and Legal Officer of Black 
Creek Group, a real estate private equity company which sponsors both public and private real estate operating companies. 
During his more than 11 years at Black Creek Group, Mr. Reiff also served in other capacities, including as Chief Operating 
Officer and Chief Compliance Officer of affiliates of Black Creek Group. Prior to joining Black Creek Group, Mr. Reiff spent 
nearly 20 years as a shareholder at the law firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, P.C., and had served as a member of the 
firm’s Executive Committee and co-chair of the firm’s Corporate and Securities Department. 
 
Mr. Reiff has been actively involving in civic and governmental activities, including currently serving on the Denver Water 
Board and the Downtown Denver Partnership. Among his other civic activities, Mr. Reiff has served as Chair of the Colorado 
Transportation Commission, the University of Northern Colorado, and the State Colleges of Colorado, and as General 
Counsel to a successful U.S. Senate campaign. 
 
Mr. Reiff has been an Adjunct Professor at the University of Colorado Law School. Mr. Reiff received his B.A., with distinction, 
and his M.A. from Stanford University, and his law degree, magna cum laude, from Harvard Law School. 

	
	
Scott Richardson | LifePoint Health 
  

Biography VP of Operations and Clinical Integration. I oversee legal services for two of LifePoint's four Divisions as well as for our 
Quality Department, PSO, and Population Health programs. 

	
	
Nicholas Romanello | Health First, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Nicholas W. Romanello is Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer for Health First. The not-for-profit, Brevard-based 
healthcare system consists of four hospitals, health plans, medical group, providing high-quality care and coverage in one 
Integrated Delivery Network (IDN). Romanello’s primary responsibility is providing effective and cost-efficient counsel on 
legal and operational issues confronting the clinically integrated IDN. Additionally, Romanello provides executive leadership 
and strategic direction to Health First’s Enterprise Risk Management Program.  
 
Previously, Romanello served as the General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer of the Health Care District of Palm Beach 
County, returning in 2012 after serving as General Counsel for the Florida Department of Health. Earlier in his career, 
Romanello served as Associate General Counsel to the fifth-largest public hospital system in the U.S., where he provided 
advice and counsel on a variety of healthcare-related matters. 
 
Romanello is a member of the Florida Board of Medicine, which licenses, monitors, disciplines, educates and, when 
appropriate, rehabilitates physicians and other medical practitioners, ensuring their fitness and competence while serving 
the people of Florida. 
 
Romanello is active in the American Bar Association, American Health Lawyers Association, Florida Academy of Hospital 
Attorneys and the Florida Bar, where he currently chairs the Health Law Section Executive Council. He is a frequent 
commentator and lecturer on legal, regulatory and public policy topics. 
 
Romanello earned a bachelor’s degree from Florida State University and his Juris Doctorate from St. Thomas University 
School of Law. 

	
	
Linda Ross | Trinity Health 
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Biography 
Linda has been practicing law since 1989, when she joined Honigman Miller in Detroit. Linda became a partner at Honigman 
Miller in 1994, and later became the Chair of the Health Care Department. Linda joined Trinity Health in 2016 as SVP - Mergers 
and Acquisitions Counsel, and became EVP and Chief Legal Officer in September 2018. 

	
	
Megan Ryan | NuHealth 
  

Biography 

Megan C. Ryan, Esq. serves as Executive Vice President and General Counsel for NuHealth/NUMC. She is the corporation's 
Chief Legal Officer, overseeing all legal, corporate governance, privacy and ethics functions. Ms. Ryan has served as 
NuHealth/NUMC's Chief Compliance, Privacy and Ethics officer responsible for investigating any suspicion of fraud, waste, or 
abuse and has been responsible for maintaining our strong compliance program since 2016. Additionally, she has served as 
the Chief Compliance Officer for the Nassau Queens Performing Provider System (?NQP?) in the New York State Delivery 
System Reform Incentive Payment Program (DSRIP) implementing and overseeing the execution of DSRIP, compliance 
practices at the NQP level and its partnering hubs (NUMC, North Shore and Catholic Health Systems). Ms. Ryan brings a 
wealth of experience and impressive achievements, with extensive academic and legal skills that have prepared her well for 
the challenges and opportunities of this crucial position. Ms. Ryan is admitted to the New York State Bar and the United 
States Supreme Court. Prior to joining the Nassau Health Care Corporation, Ms. Ryan served as in house corporate counsel 
for Liberty Mutual Insurance Company at the firm of Martyn, Toher and Martyn. She had previously worked as an associate 
attorney in the law firm of O'reilly, Marsh and Corteselli, P.C., concentrating on banking, real estate, and litigation matters. 
Ms. Ryan earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Fordham University as a Dean's Scholar and Biology Chairman Circle 
honoree and earned her Juris Doctor from Saint John's University School of Law. She is a member of the Nassau County Bar 
Association, Nassau County Women's Bar Association, New York State Bar Association and the American College of Hospital 
Executives. Her paper entitled ?An Examination of Regulations and Decisions Concerning the Mandatory Retirement of State 
Judges? was published nationally in Court Review and was awarded first prize by the AJA. She is also a member of the 
Nassau County Women's Bar Association. Ms. Ryan is the recipient of the 2016 Long Island Power Woman Award. In 2017 and 
2018, Ms. Ryan presented at ALM's national General Counsel Conferences on the matters of ?Building a High Value Corporate 
Legal Department in Transformative Times? and ?Driving Operational Changes in Corporate Legal Departments.? She was 
recognized as a Power Woman in Business in 2016 and 2019. She was also recognized as a LIBN Leader in the Law in 2017. 
Megan was distinguished as a ?Forty Under Forty ?Award recipient in her role as General Counsel in 2018. Ms. Ryan also 
serves as a President of the North Merrick School Board. Ms. Ryan is a Vice Chairman of the USMC Toys for Tots program. She 
lives in North Merrick with her husband David who is a Lieutenant with the New York City Police Department. Their two 
children attend public school in North Merrick. 

	
	
Daniel Santos | UCare 
  

Biography 

Since joining UCare in 2018, Daniel Santos has served as Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer, as well as Corporate 
Secretary to the Board of Directors. He also oversees the Compliance and Internal Audit departments. Immediately prior to 
joining UCare, Santos spent six years with Sentara Healthcare, an integrated health system headquartered in Norfolk, 
Virginia, serving as General Counsel and Corporate Secretary for Sentara’s multi-state health plan division, Optima Health. At 
Sentara, Santos also served in leadership roles system-wide as an Associate General Counsel, providing counsel to its 
provider operating companies including its 12 hospitals and 4 medical groups (1,000+ providers). Previously, he practiced 
health law for law firms (AMLAW 200) in Virginia and Pennsylvania, and served as a Special Operations Officer (Diving & 
Salvage) in the U.S. Navy. Santos has received numerous distinctions for his leadership and contributions to the business 
community, including multiple selections by Super Lawyers magazine as a “Rising Star” lawyer, multiple selections by 
Virginia Business magazine as one of Virginia’s Legal Elite, and recognition by the Hispanic National Bar Association as a 
“Top Lawyer Under 40.” Santos has served as Chair of the Board of Governors of the Virginia State Bar Health Law Section, 
and is a former member of the Board of Directors of Chesapeake Care, an organization that provides medical services to 
underserved individuals. Santos earned his J.D. from the Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law, and his B.A. 
from the University of Virginia. 

	
	
Ron Saxton | PeaceHealth 
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Biography 

Ron Saxton Executive Vice President and General Counsel Ron brings a wealth of strategic experience, wisdom and judgment 
to PeaceHealth. Having previously worked at the law firm Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, he has specialized in corporate 
strategy counsel as well as transactional, regulatory and financial guidance. Ron is a native Oregonian and is highly regarded 
throughout the Pacific Northwest because of his inherent mission-based interest in public service. In addition to his 2006 
candidacy for governor in his home state, Ron?s commitment to the public good includes service as president of the Oregon 
Alliance of Independent Colleges and Universities, as a member of the Oregon Public Broadcasting Board of Directors, as 
founding president of the Portland Schools Foundation, and much more. 

	
	
Jennifer Schwartz | Christiana Care Health System 
  

Biography 

Ms. Schwartz is the Chief Legal Officer of Christiana Care Health Services.She is responsible for all legal affairs across the 
system and provides counsel to the Senior Leadership Team and the Board of Directors. She also serves as Health System 
Corporate Secretary and staff to the Board of Directors and committees of the Board. Ms. Schwartz joined Christiana in 2018. 
She was previously the General Counsel of Lourdes Health System and St. Francis Medical Center, both part of Trinity Health, 
and was also President of the LHS Health Network, an organization overseeing both Medicare and commercial shared 
savings programs on behalf of its participating providers.Ms. Schwartz graduated with honors from Widener University 
School of Law and is a licensed attorney in New Jersey and Pennsylvania with registration as In-House Counsel pending in 
Delaware. 

	
	
Aileen Shinaman | University of Rochester 
  

Biography 

General Counsel, University of Rochester Medical Center. Over 25 years experience as an in-house attorney, with emphasis 
on physician employment and compensation issues, Stark law, research and consent issues, real estate, and corporate 
transactions. Prior to moving in-house, I was an attorney with an Am Law 100 firm, and was also a law clerk at the New York 
State Appellate Division (Third Department). My juris doctor is from Albany Law School. 

	
	
Jessica Slifko | Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
  
Biography Deputy Chief Legal Officer overseeing the healthcare regulatory and contracts team at Cleveland Clinic 
	
	
Fred Stratmann | CommuniCare Health Services 
  

Biography 

Fred Stratmann is General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer for the CommuniCare Family of Companies which owns or 
operates 86 skilled nursing facilities, one LTACH and three psychiatric hospitals in seven states. He oversees legal, 
contracting, clinical risk, government relations and regulatory compliance efforts for the companies. He is Chairman of the 
Ohio State Bar Association's Health Law Committee and a member of the Executive Committee of the Council of Post-Acute 
Care Providers, the federal lobbying arm of the American Health Care Association. Fred previously served as Chief Legal 
Counsel at the Ohio Department of Veterans Services where he advocated for the creation of more veterans treatment courts 
and led to the doubling of the number of such courts in Ohio. He is Vice President of the Board at Operation Legal Help Ohio, 
a non-profit organization that provides free or low-cost legal services to veterans and active duty military. Stratmann 
received his undergraduate degree from Siena College and his law degree from Capital University Law School. In his free 
time Fred coaches Varsity Girls Lacrosse and is a certified ice hockey referee 

	
	
Cynthia Strauss | Providence St. Joseph Health 
  

Biography Cindy Strauss is the Executive Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for Providence St. Joseph Health. Cindy began her 
health law career at Davis Wright Tremaine in Seattle. In 1989, she joined Providence Health System where she served as 
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Senior Attorney and then Associate General Counsel. Cindy moved to Swedish Health Services in 1999 where she served as 
Vice President/Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary until rejoining Providence as its Chief Legal Officer in 2012. Cindy 
graduated from the University of Washington in 1978 and the Cornell University Law School in 1983. 

	
	
Michele Hartmann Tamene | Epiphany Dermatology 
  

Biography 

Motivated by a desire to assist in the creation of a Company whose primary purpose is to improve access to dermatologic 
care, Michele joined the Epiphany Dermatology team in 2018. She serves as the General Counsel and Chief Compliance 
Officer, responsible for overseeing legal, compliance, and regulatory functions. 
 
Michele has a diversified health care legal and nursing background. After being a licensed nurse for 10 years, Michele decided 
to get her law degree, which allowed her to blend her passion for clinical care and law. She began her legal career as a 
Healthcare Investigator and Compliance Officer for the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and then transitioned 
into the private healthcare sector, where she worked on provider contracts and provided transactional and operational legal 
guidance to a large dialysis provider. Immediately prior to joining Epiphany Dermatology, Michele was General Counsel and 
Chief Compliance Officer of AxelaCare, an infusion company which was privately-held and successfully acquired by 
Optum/United Health Group. 
 
In 2014, Michele was selected from a national pool of candidate’s through the American Health Lawyers Association (AHLA), 
to serve on their inaugural Women’s Leadership Council Board and served for three terms. 
 
Michele is a licensed attorney and holds a Juris Doctorate from St. Louis University School of Law, a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice from John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City, and a Practical Nursing Diploma from Middlesex 
County Vocational and Technical School. 
Michele is married with two little girls and enjoys spending time with her family, traveling and exploring new cities, and 
reading. 

	
	
William Thro | University of Kentucky 
  

Biography 

William E. Thro is General Counsel of the University of Kentucky, former Solicitor General of Virginia, and recipient of Stetson 
University’s Kaplin Award for Higher Education Law & Policy Scholarship. Over the course of his career, he has served as chief 
legal officer for a public flagship land grant research university with an integrated academic medical center as well as a 
public liberal arts college, litigated constitutional issues in the Supreme Court of the United States and lower appellate 
courts, and written extensively on constitutional law in education contexts in both the United States and South Africa. He 
was President of the Education Law Association, Chair of the Virginia Bar Association’s Appellate Practice Section, and a 
Board Member for both the National Association of College & University Attorneys and the National Education Finance 
Academy. A Harry S. Truman Scholar, he holds an undergraduate degree from Hanover College, a graduate degree from the 
University of Melbourne, and a law degree from the University of Virginia. 

	
	
Shelley Sullivan Tynan | Ochsner Health System 
  

Biography 

Shelley Sullivan Tynan is the System Vice President and General Counsel of Ochsner Health System. In her role, she oversees 
the legal function for they system as well as having oversight of the medical staff and credentialing functions. Shelley has 
been with Ochsner since 2006. Before working at Ochsner, Shelley was employed in the Labor & Employment Section of 
Jones Walker in New Orleans.Prior to that, Shelley was a Federal Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable Edith Brown Clement 
first in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana and then in the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit. Shelley is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame where she graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Government/International Relations and a concentration in the Hesburgh Program in Public Service. Shelley attended law 
school at the Paul M. Hebert School of Law at LSU were she graduated Order of the Coif. 
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Moses Vargas | Connecticut Children's Medical Center 
  
Biography Vice President & General Counsel. Oversee Legal, Compliance, Risk Management and Insurance Departments. 
	
	
Vanessa Walton | InnovAge 
  

Biography 

InnovAge Chief Legal Offier & General Counsel USF Law School. Vanessa Walton joined the InnovAge team in 2011 and is 
responsible for direction and management of legal, compliance, government and legislative affairs, as well as overseeing 
various transactions to support growth of the company. She has more than 25 years of legal experience and specializes in 
healthcare, compliance, regulatory, corporate transactions, litigation and governance matters. 

	
	
Jason Weiner | LifeBridge Health, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Jason Weiner is Senior Vice President and General Counsel of LifeBridge Health, Inc., a not-for-profit Baltimore-area health 
system that includes Sinai Hospital of Baltimore, Northwest Hospital, Carroll Hospital, Levindale Hebrew Geriatric Center 
and Hospital, two accountable care organizations, approximately 500 employed physicians, a captive insurer, and a wide 
variety of other wholly-owned and joint-ventured health and wellness enterprises including urgent care centers, a fitness 
center, outpatient physical therapy and pharmacy, medical transportation, home health services and an assisted living 
facility. Mr. Weiner has experience working on a wide variety of legal and regulatory matters both in the community and 
academic health care settings, with a particular emphasis in corporate transactional work and the complex regulatory 
regimes applicable to health care providers. Mr. Weiner began his career with LifeBridge in 2005 as its Associate General 
Counsel and added the role of System Integrity Officer in 2007. He also oversaw the LifeBridge Compliance Department. In 
January of 2014, Mr. Weiner accepted the position of Vice President of the Community Physician Practices where he was the 
executive in charge of LifeBridge's community physician enterprise that at the time consisted of approximately 250 providers 
located throughout the State of Maryland. In addition, he oversaw the LifeBridge Bariatric and Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Program as well as the Breast Center and Women's Wellness Center, all based at Northwest Hospital. In July 2015, Mr. Weiner 
accepted a position as Associate General Counsel of The Johns Hopkins University as well as Senior Counsel of The Johns 
Hopkins Health System Corporation where he worked on a number of transactions and advised senior leadership on a 
variety of legal issues. He served in both roles until November 2017 at which time he returned home to LifeBridge. Prior to 
serving as in-house counsel, Mr. Weiner was in private practice with the Baltimore, MD office of the firm Ober/Kaler (now 
Baker Donelson) where he served as an associate since 1999. Mr. Weiner received his B.A., magna cum laude, from the 
University of Maryland, College Park in 1996 and his J.D., with honor, from the University of Maryland School of Law in 1999. 
He lives in Hunt Valley, Maryland, with his wife, Liz. He and Liz are the proud parents of a rescue dog named Millie and a 
rescue cat, Lily. 

	
	
Kelly Wilson | UW Health 
  
Biography SVP/Chief Legal Officer & General Counsel 
	
	
	


