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Alexandros Aldous | The Chefs’ Warehouse, Inc.  
  
Biography General Counsel, Corporate Secretary, and Chief Government Relations Officer  
 
 
Jennifer Arasimowicz | FuelCell Energy, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Mrs. Arasimowicz was promoted in early 2017 to a newly created position of Senior Vice President, General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary with responsibilities for legal and government affairs. Mrs. Arasimowicz, a licensed attorney in 
Connecticut, New York and Massachusetts, joined FuelCell Energy in 2012 as Associate Counsel and was promoted to Vice 
President in 2014. Mrs. Arasimowicz provides legal counsel on a wide variety of topics ranging from commercial contract 
matters to intellectual property protection to corporate governance to working with regulatory and legislative leaders 
regarding the structuring of energy policy. Prior to FuelCell Energy, Mrs. Arasimowicz served as General Counsel of Total 
Energy Corporation, a New York based diversified energy products and service company providing a broad range of 
specialized services to utilities and industrial companies. Previously, she was a partner at Shipman & Goodwin in Hartford, 
Connecticut chairing the Utility Law Practice Group and began her legal career as an associate at Murtha Cullina. Mrs. 
Arasimowicz earned her Juris Doctor at Boston University School of Law and holds a bachelor’s degree in English from 
Boston University.  

 
 
Tracy Baran | Ocean State Job Lot  
  

Biography General Counsel, Ocean State Job Lot, January 2011-present Partner, Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP, Providence, RI September 
1999-December 2010, specializing in commercial real estate and commercial lending  

 
 
Andrea Bernica | Black & Veatch  
  

Biography 
I spent 9 years in private practice prior to going to Black & Veatch. I initially came to Black 7 Veatch to handle licensing as 
well as all HR related legal issues. Over time, my role has expanded beyond licensing and HR to more overall corporate 
counsel support.  

 
 
Tammy Brandt | Dreamscape Immersive, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Tammy Brandt is the Chief Legal Officer, Head of Business and Legal Affairs at Dreamscape Immersive (“Dreamscape”). 
Tammy is responsible for all legal and business affairs, including human resources, for the virtual reality company backed by 
Steven Spielberg, AMC Theatres and several movie studios. Prior to Dreamscape, Tammy was the Chief Corporate Counsel at 
DXC Technology Company (“DXC”), a fortune 100 end-to-end IT services company where she led a global team responsible 
for securities, corporate finance, M&A, strategic alliances and corporate governance matters. Previously she was the Vice 
President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of ServiceMesh, an enterprise grade cloud management software 
company that was recognized as one of the hottest start-ups in the United States and was acquired in November 2013 by 
DXC’s predecessor. Tammy currently is a member of the Lambda Legal West Coast Leadership Committee and a Board 
member of the Zimmer Children’s Museum. Ms. Brandt is a past Board member for the Southern California Chapter of the 
Association of Corporate Counsel and served on its Executive Committee. Tammy is a graduate of the Notre Dame Law 
School where she was on the Notre Dame Law Review and is admitted to practice in California and Ohio.  

 
 
Christian Chomat | Ravagos Americas  
  
Biography General Counsel and Head of Compliance for the Ravago Group's Americas' Division. In this position I am responsible for all 
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legal affairs and compliance related matters for Ravago's distribution, resale, manufacturing, and supply chain businesses. I 
joined Ravago in April of '13 as Staff Attorney and was promoted to AGC and then GC almost 2 years ago.  

 
 
Christopher Clancy | Panduit Corporation  
  

Biography 

I graduated from Northwestern University in 1993 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering. I graduated 
from The John Marshall Law School in 1997 with a Juris Doctorate. I worked as an associate at the Law Offices of Dick & 
Harris in Chicago from 1997-2000 and Wallenstein & Wagner in Chicago from 2000-2001. I started at Panduit in 2001 and have 
worked in the following roles: Patent Attorney (2001-06); Assistant Patent Counsel – Electrical Group (2006-10); Patent 
Counsel – Electrical Group (2010-11); and Chief Patent Counsel (2011 – present). As Chief Patent Counsel, I am responsible for 
day-to-day management of a 10 person IP group. My IP group handles clearance opinions for new product submissions, 
preparation and prosecution of U.S. and foreign patent applications, maintenance of U.S. and foreign patent portfolios, 
trademark clearance and procurement, licensing, and IP-related contract work. I am also responsible for managing patent 
litigation handled by outside law firms.  

 
 
Jonathan Coe | O'Neal Industries, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Jonathan Coe is Vice-President and General Counsel at O’Neal Industries, Inc. (ONI), headquartered in Birmingham, 
Alabama. ONI is the parent company of the largest family-owned group of metals service centers in the United States. 
Comprised of six leading brands and generating sales of approximately $2.2 billion in 2018, ONI has more than 2,000 
employees and 80 locations throughout North America, Europe and Asia. After practicing with law firms in Denver and 
Atlanta for six years, Jonathan began his in-house career in 2000. He has worked as counsel for various companies, including 
a private equity company focused on manufacturing businesses, a publicly-traded financial software company, and a 
privately-owned holding company that included real estate, technology and financial services companies. He was hired as 
ONI’s first general counsel in 2011. Prior to law school, he spent 2 ½ years as a financial analyst on the investment staff at the 
Retirement Systems of Alabama. Jonathan is admitted to the bar in Alabama, Georgia and Colorado. He received his J.D. 
from the University of Denver and holds an M.B.A and B.S. (Finance) from Auburn University. He is also a Chartered Financial 
Analyst.  

 
 
Louis DiPietro | Fiesta Restaurant Group, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Lou joined Fiesta as its Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary in December 2018 where he is responsible for 
all legal matters related to its Pollo Tropical and Taco Cabana brands. Prior to joining Fiesta, he served as Senior Vice 
President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Panera Bread Company where he oversaw the $7.5 Billion acquisition 
of Panera by JAB Holdings, the largest restaurant-based M&A transaction in the U.S. Mr. DiPietro has over 22 years of 
experience and expertise in the areas of Corporate Governance, SEC rules and regulations, intellectual property, contract 
negotiations, mergers, acquisitions and dispositions. Mr. DiPietro earned his undergraduate degree and J.D. from Boston 
College.  

 
 
Omar Fahel | Universal Weather & Aviation  
  

Biography 

Omar services as the Senior Vice President & General Counsel for Universal Weather and Aviation Inc. An Aviation Services 
Company based in Houston, Texas. Prior to joining Universal Weather and Aviation, Omar was the SVP & General Counsel of 
Seabed Geosolutions. An international seismic survey company based in the Netherlands. As General Counsel Omar has 
managed all aspects of the legal compliance functions and provided legal management best practices and operating 
standards related to business, regulatory and legal strategic matters, and establishing policies and procedures for the 
company related to anti-corruption, trade compliance, tendering, contract management. Furthermore, Omar has extensive 
experience in development, finance, acquisition and divestiture of international energy projects, with a particular emphasis 
on upstream projects in emerging markets. He has lead negotiations for IOCs with respect to offshore exploration, 
development and production with foreign governments, NOCs and ministries.  
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Eric Finkelman | Benjamin Moore & Company  
  

Biography 

Eric R. Finkelman is General Counsel of Benjamin Moore & Co., a unit of Berkshire Hathaway, North America’s favorite paint, 
color and coatings brand. As a member of the CEO Staff Leadership Team, Finkelman leads the legal team of five attorneys 
and three legal specialists. Throughout his 30+ year career, Finkelman has proven his expertise in legal counseling and 
business leadership. Prior to joining Benjamin Moore in early 2017, Finkelman held several positions both nationally and 
internationally including NAFTA General Counsel for Ciba Specialty Chemicals, General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer for 
Sun Chemical and, most recently, Avon’s General Counsel for the APAC Region working at Avon’s regional headquarters in 
Hong Kong and Singapore. Before becoming an in-house attorney, Eric was a litigation associate at the law firm of 
Chadbourne & Parke in New York City. Finkelman holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy, magna cum laude, from 
Princeton University and a Juris Doctor degree from Vanderbilt University School of Law, where he was a member of the Law 
Review.  

 
 
Virginia Fogg | Norfolk Southern Corporation  
  

Biography 

Virginia Fogg serves as General Counsel at Norfolk Southern Corporation, overseeing the corporate and securities practice. 
She has worked in various legal positions at Norfolk Southern for 31 years. She concentrates primarily in corporate 
governance, shareholder relations, securities, transactional work, contracts and intellectual property. She received her B.S. 
degree from Georgetown University and her J.D. and M.B.A. degrees from William and Mary.  

 
 
Brady Fritz | Buckle  
  

Biography 

Responsibility for strategic legal counsel across all legal areas, including but not limited to commercial, labor and 
employment, intellectual property, litigation, antitrust/competition, corporate social responsibility, contracts, compliance, 
corporate governance and board of directors issues, and public company reporting in retail fashion apparel industry with 
~7,500 employees in 44 states. Responsible directly and indirectly for 50+ member team across various areas of Corporate 
Administration, including Legal, HR, and Loss Prevention team members. 

 
 
Sonia Galindo | Rosetta Stone Inc.  
  

Biography 

As General Counsel & Secretary, Sonia Galindo oversees legal, corporate governance, government affairs and compliance 
matters, as well as corporate business development for Rosetta Stone worldwide. Sonia joined our team in January 2015 
from Keurig Green Mountain Inc., where she served as Vice President, Associate General Counsel – Corporate and Corporate 
Secretary.  Sonia has over 23 years of legal experience with Federal agency, large law firm and in-house counsel with multi-
national organizations roles, including as Ethics and Employment Counsel at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust, 
Assistant General Counsel and Assistant Corporate Secretary at McCormick & Co., Inc., at Blank Rome LLP, and at the US 
Securities & Exchange Commission. Prior to her practice of law, she was a financial analyst at Citicorp. Sonia earned a BA in 
Finance and a BS in Economics from Hood College in Frederick, Maryland and a Juris Doctor from John Marshall Law School 
in Chicago, Illinois. Sonia speaks conversational Spanish and is learning French. 

 
 
Jill Greene | Faurecia  
  

Biography 

Jill Greene serves as Vice President and General Counsel, North America for Faurecia, a leading automotive supplier of 
interior, seating and clean mobility systems. In this capacity, Greene has successfully transformed the legal department of 
the $6 billion North America segment through initiatives focused on insourcing of legal work, law firm competitive bidding, 
accountability and business partnership. Greene also serves as a Board Member for Total Network Manufacturing, LLC. Prior 
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to joining Faurecia, Greene headed up the U.S. Securities and Transactions Legal Department at Transocean where she was 
responsible for, among other things, leading a proxy contest and resolution over two years against dissident shareholder 
Carl Icahn. During this time, Greene completed an expedited JOBS Act spin-off IPO while managing the complex SEC 
disclosures associated with the largest maritime disaster in U.S. history, the Deepwater Horizon. Greene has held various in-
house positions in traditional and renewable energy sectors and received her formative training at the law firms of Baker 
Botts L.L.P. in Houston, Texas and Moye White in Denver, Colorado. Prior to practicing law Greene spent nine years on the 
business side as a lead procurement and negotiation specialist at MCI WorldCom and Qwest Communications. As a former 
collegiate basketball player, Greene now spends her free time volunteering as a coach. She has also been certified as a Court 
Appointed Special Advocate and is passionate about giving a voice to children who have been placed in the foster care 
system. Greene received her undergraduate degree at St. Olaf College and Juris Doctorate at University of Denver.  

 
 
Jason Hale | Lee Company  
  

Biography 

Jason serves as General Counsel and strategic partner to Lee Company, a mechanical contracting and engineering company 
based in middle Tennessee. Jason oversees and manages the legal function of the company and works with leadership at all 
levels on a wide range of issues, including business transactions, construction law, complex contracts, disputes, financing, 
labor and employment, regulatory affairs, commercial leasing, executive compensation, and corporate governance. Jason 
also directs litigation management, internal investigations, government relations, and media relations connected with 
disputes and public policy, and advises on tax and retirement plan issues. Jason also oversaw the business-side aspect of the 
current Tennessee governor's transition into office and has extensive experience in public servant conflict of interest law in 
Tennessee. Additionally, Jason oversees the risk management program at Lee Company. A Tennessee native who has also 
lived in Texas, Jason is a graduate of Case Western Reserve School of Law in Cleveland, Ohio, and served as Assistant 
Attorney General to the State of Tennessee, worked in private practice, and served as Chief Legal & Compliance Officer with a 
health care company in Tennessee prior to working for Lee Company.  

 
 
William Hochul | Delaware North  
  

Biography 

William J. Hochul, Jr., is Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for Delaware North Companies, Inc. In these 
capacities, Mr. Hochul manages the legal function and provides advice and counsel to senior management and the Board of 
Directors in all legal and regulatory matters involving Delaware North and its operating companies. Mr. Hochul also oversees 
the Security Department and Compliance functions of the company. With over 60,000 employees operating on four 
continents, Delaware North is one of the world’s largest and most respected privately owned-and-operated hospitality and 
food service companies in the world. Prior to becoming General Counsel, Mr. Hochul served as the Presidentially appointed 
United States Attorney for the Western District of New York, a position for which he was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate. While serving as United States Attorney, Mr. Hochul successfully led the prosecution of thousands of criminal and 
civil matters impacting the country, while returning hundreds of millions of dollars to the U.S. Treasury. Mr. Hochul also led 
an extensive community outreach effort, instructing businesses and individuals on a wide variety of economic, commercial 
and personal safety issues. Mr. Hochul began his legal career as a law clerk to a Maryland Court of Appeals Judge. He 
thereafter joined the Washington office of a large international law firm, where he represented a wide variety of clients in 
complex civil litigation matters. Mr. Hochul later served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia and the 
Western District of New York. As a federal prosecutor, Mr. Hochul specialized in the prosecution of complex organized crime, 
terrorism, and money laundering schemes, for which work Mr. Hochul received dozens of national, State and local awards 
and commendations, including co-recipient of the Department of Justice’s highest honor, the Attorney General’s Award for 
Exceptional Service. Mr. Hochul serves on the Executive Committee of the Association of Corporate Counsel Litigation 
Network, on the American Gaming Association AML/BSA working group, on the University at Buffalo Law Alumni 
Association's Board of Directors, on the Board of the Better Business Bureau of WNY, and on the Buffalo Niagara Partnership 
Board of Directors. Mr. Hochul also previously taught as an adjunct professor at the University of Buffalo School of Law, 
Niagara University, and Hilbert College, focusing on trial technique and counter-terrorism related topics. Mr. Hochul has also 
instructed and given lectures to judges, prosecutors, and lawyers on numerous occasions, domestically and abroad, on 
corruption, organized crime, terrorism, and rule of law related topics. Mr. Hochul graduated, cum laude, from the University 
of Notre Dame, and obtained his law degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo Law School.  
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Michael Hogsten | G4S Secure Solutions (USA) Inc.  
  

Biography 

Michael Hogsten is Region General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer for the G4S group’s North American businesses. 
With over 57,000 employees in North America, G4S provides security solutions that integrate people and technology to 
secure facilities, reduce risk and improve compliance. Before joining G4S more than 17 years ago, Mike was a commercial 
litigator, working with law firms in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and Atlanta. He is a former Miami Beach Police Officer, graduated 
Cum Laude from the University of Miami School of Law and is an Order of the Coif member. On the topic of “Creating A 
Culture Of Diversity & Inclusion: How Cross- Cultural Differences Impact Your Role & Practice As GC” - Mike co-founded G4S’ 
Dignity & Respect Campaign. This campaign focuses on fulfilling G4S commitment that all employees are treated fairly and 
with dignity and respect. In the last five years, Mike has facilitated numerous Dignity & Respect Campaign webinars and 
more than 40 in-person workshops.  

 
 
Susan Hokanson | Henkels & McCoy, Inc.  
  
Biography Regional Counsel  
 
 
Josh Johnson | Primetals Technologies USA  
  

Biography 

I currently serve as Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary for Primetals Technologies. In this role, I am responsible 
for providing legal counsel on a variety of matters including general corporate governance, human resource issues, 
securities and finance matters, litigation management, merger and acquisition transactions, labor and employment matters, 
real estate transactions and regulatory compliance. Prior to joining Primetals, I was in private practice where I focused on 
general corporate matters, business transactions and commercial litigation. Throughout this time, I was able to engage in 
day-to-day counseling for my corporate clients. These collective experiences allow me to now identify and plan for potential 
risks associated with business goals and advise leadership accordingly.  

 
 
Ruchi Kaushal | Cable & Wireless  
  

Biography 

Ruchi Kaushal is currently the General Counsel of Cable & Wireless, responsible for providing strategic legal advice on 
corporate governance, material litigation, financial reporting, material commercial matters, regulatory and compliance 
issues, and finance and M&A transactions, as well as providing leadership to a talented group of lawyers and staff comprising 
the C&W Legal team. Ms. Kaushal has over 20 years of international legal experience, both in house and in private practice, 
and has over 10 years of telecommunications experience. Prior to joining Cable & Wireless, Ruchi was a Vice President—
Senior Corporate Counsel at Liberty Global plc, the largest international cable operator, from 2012 to 2016, and an Assistant 
General Counsel at Virgin Media Inc., the largest cable operator in the United Kingdom, from 2006 to 2012. Prior to that, 
Ruchi was a senior associate at the global law firm of Shearman and Sterling LLP, specializing in corporate finance and M&A. 
Ruchi also serves as a member of the board of directors for Cable & Wireless Communications and the C&W Charitable 
Foundation. She has a Bachelor of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law School and a Masters in Business Administration from the 
Schulich School of Business, both in Toronto, Canada. Ruchi is married with two young children.  

 
 
Mark Khalil | Sony Corporation of America  
  

Biography 
EVP, General Counsel & Secretary - Sony Corporation of America - (Sony Tokyo US headquarters). Assumed EVP, General 
Counsel & Secretary of Sony Electronics Inc. (US Electronics company). Education: B.S. Marketing, University of South 
Carolina - Law Degree, Rutgers University School of Law.  
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LaTanya Langley | BIC  
  

Biography 

La Tanya Langley serves as Vice President & General Counsel at BIC International Co., one of the best known international 
brands in writing instruments, lighters, shavers and other promotional products based in the Greater New York area. Ms. 
Langley is responsible for managing all legal matters for BIC® international markets, including Africa, Middle East, Asia-
Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean. Prior to joining BIC® in October 2015, Ms. Langley held several positions at Diageo 
PLC, a global leader in beverage alcohol including General Counsel of Diageo Guinness USA and General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary of Guinness Ghana Breweries Ltd. based in Accra, Ghana. Ms. Langley joined Diageo in 2008 following 
positions at Shipman & Goodwin, Weil, Gotshal & Manges’ and Paul Hastings. Ms. Langley graduated from Trinity College and 
University of Connecticut School of Law.  

 
 
Howard A. Law IV | GFG Alliance  
  

Biography 
Howard serves as U.S. General Counsel for GFG Alliance, an international group of businesses encompassing mining, energy 
generation, metals and engineering. Howard has previously served in various in-house roles in the energy and metals sectors 
and has practiced in the U.S. and international offices of global law firms.  

 
 
John Lippincott | US Premium Finance, a Division of Ameris Bank  
  

Biography 
I am an attorney with proven expertise in business law, corporate law, and all aspects of litigation. I have been a litigator on 
both the plaintiff and defense side, as well as corporate counsel for a large mortgage company. Prior to becoming a lawyer, I 
worked for 12 years as a paramedic with six of those years as a firefighter and paramedic for a county fire department.  

 
 
Roberta Loomar | Apotex Corp  
  
Biography Admin Name: Maria Rios Admin Phone: Admin Email: rloomar@apotex.com  
 
 
Vinod Mahboobani | KFC Global and Pizza Hut International  
  

Biography 

Chief Legal Officer of KFC Global and Pizza Hut International operating businesses across 130+ countries with over 22 years 
of service at Yum!, 5 of which in business development in an emerging market. Vinod led the execution of the 2017 asset lite 
strategy and worked on over USD 1B of Yum! M&A across cross border jurisdictions involving the divestiture of company 
owned restaurants to existing and new franchisees, creating significant shareholders value. 2018 saw him play a lead role in 
the landmark Telepizza Pizza Hut strategic alliance, the first of its kind in the category. He is a leading subject matter expert 
on franchising and M&A. His areas of expertise also includes private equity/IPOs, global policies formulation and 
enforcement, corporate governance (audit and compliance including FCPA), foreign investments - sanctions and approvals, 
Competition Boards, and new markets entries specifically in developing markets. He is also a seasoned leader with cross-
cultural experience and has lived and worked in multiple cities: Hong Kong, Singapore, Delhi and at present Dallas, and 
speaks 5 languages/dialects. He has a tremendous ability to inspire, align and motivate teams. Vinod completed his 
undergraduate and postgraduate law at the University of Hong Kong and his masters in applied finance from Macquarie 
University in Australia. He is admitted to both the UK and Hong Kong Bar. Vinod enjoys spending quality time with his wife 
Venita and two daughters, his family and friends, traveling and exploring restaurants.  

 
 
Joshua Markus | Ardagh Group  
  
Biography Highly experienced, trusted and effective General Counsel. Experienced in executing c-suite responsibilities, engaging with 
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board of directors and understanding of the key performance drivers for businesses and organizations to succeed. Vast 
experience as head business/legal on cross border transactions and all major corporate life cycle events from inception to 
divestment, including separations and integrations. Highly effective in building and leading legal departments. Vast legal 
experience in areas such as cross border mergers & acquisitions, corporate, securities, commercial, litigation, trade, 
regulatory/compliance, employee issues, environmental, and intellectual property. Experience and skills to assess and make 
necessary decisions given enterprise risk. 

 
 
Reggie O'Shields | Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta  
  
Biography SVP/GC and Chief Compliance and Ethics Officer  
 
 
Russ Owens | Vanderlande Industries North America  
  

Biography 
General Counsel and Executive Officer with international manufacturing, engineering, construction and service company. 
Leadership responsibility includes Legal, Safety, Risk, and Compliance for United States, Canada and Mexico. Solution-
oriented focus and commitment to excellence.  

 
 
Dylan Ramsey | Vista Outdoor Inc.  
  

Biography 

Dylan Ramsey is General Counsel at Vista Outdoor Inc., an NYSE-listed outdoor recreation products company with over $2 
billion of annual sales. At Vista Outdoor, Mr. Ramsey leads a team of over 20 lawyers and legal professionals advising on 
corporate transactions, governance, securities, intellectual property, litigation, labor and employment law and other critical 
matters. Prior to joining Vista Outdoor, Mr. Ramsey practiced corporate and securities law with the legal department at 
Capital One Financial Corporation and with the law firms Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and Linklaters LLP. Mr. Ramsey 
earned his Juris Doctor from the University of Virginia School of Law and his Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  

 
 
Paul Safran | iPic Entertainment  
  

Biography 

General Counsel, responsible for oversight of all legal functions of the Company; I was in private practice from 1986-1998 
with a DC based firm working in their Palm Beach, FL office, primarily responsible for real estate and corporate matters; In 
1998 I went in-house as counsel for Transamerica Corporations Municipal Finance division, until going back in private 
practice as a partner with a large Regional Ohio based firm, working in their Fort Lauderdale, FL office until 2010, at which 
point I joined iPic as its SVP and GC. I received my BS Degree in Finance Magna Cum Laude from Nova Southeastern 
University, and my JD from Nova in 1984 .  

 
 
Kristin Seabrook | Pilot Flying J  
  

Biography 

Kristin Seabrook is currently the Chief Legal Counsel of Pilot Flying J and oversees the legal department. She is responsible 
for the day-to-day legal operations, regulatory compliance, contract review, litigation management and mergers and 
acquisitions. In addition, Kristin collaborates with operations, finance and human resources to help enhance the company’s 
culture, values and communication to more than 27,000 Team Members. Kristin joined Pilot Travel Centers in 2007 as an 
Associate General Counsel. She was promoted to General Counsel in March of 2008, Director of Legal in 2009 and Vice 
President, Chief Legal Officer in 2013. Prior to joining Pilot Flying J, Kristin worked in Las Vegas as a Deputy District Attorney 
and for two years from Butler Vines and Babb as an associate lawyer work on insurance defense matters and business. 
Kristin graduated with a bachelor’s degree in business, economics and a bachelor’s of arts in political science from Virginia 
Tech. She also earned her Juris Doctorate and MBA from University of Richmond.  
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Shana Smith | NII Holdings, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Chief legal officer responsible for advising senior management and the board of directors on all legal matters for a publicly-
traded wireless telecommunications company operating in Brazil. Responsibilities include legal analysis and advice 
regarding strategic initiatives and risk mitigation strategies; U.S. public company corporate governance and securities law 
compliance; executive compensation; public and private financings; M&A transactions; litigation; human resources-related 
issues, including ethics and compliance programs; trademark and intellectual property; and international corporate 
governance, tax and compliance issues. Supervise in-house and outside lawyers, human resources and facilities personnel.  

 
 
Ellen Smith | Mondelēz International  
  

Biography 

Mondelez International SVP & Chief Counsel – Global Business Services – January 2019 – present Key practice areas: Global 
strategic transactions, US Food & Drug Law, Crisis Management, General Commercial Operations VP& Chief Counsel – North 
America – 2012-2018 Kraft Foods Chief Counsel – Snacks & Confectionery 2006-2012 Senior Counsel – 2004-2006 Unilever 
United States Senior Counsel – 2001-2004 Senior Attorney – 1999-2001 Golenbock, Eiseman Assor & Bell 1998-1999 – 
Associate O’Melveny & Myers LLP – 1995-1998 Briggs & Morgan 1993-1995 University of Michigan Law School University of 
Minnesota School of Journalism.  

 
 
Sean Sullivan | Duckhorn Wine Company  
  

Biography 

Sean Sullivan is the Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Head of Mergers and Acquisitions at Duckhorn Wine 
Company, based in Saint Helena California. Drawing upon over a decade as a senior corporate attorney in the San Francisco 
office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and as an investment banker at Credit Suisse, Mr. Sullivan advises on all significant 
business and legal issues. Mr. Sullivan was selected by Law360 as one of five capital markets rising stars worldwide in 2016 
(the only attorney in California) and named a Rising Star of Northern California Securities and Corporate Finance lawyers by 
Super Lawyers magazine in 2019, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 and 2013.  

 
 
Michael Sweeney | Westinghouse Electric Company  
  

Biography 

Mr. Sweeney is responsible for overseeing all legal operations of the global business activities of Westinghouse Electric 
Company LLC. Mr. Sweeney joined Westinghouse in 2005 as an Assistant General Counsel for Nuclear Services. In that role, 
he was responsible for managing all legal aspects of Westinghouse’s Nuclear Services business. Starting in 2006; Mr. 
Sweeney gained responsibility for Westinghouse’s global insurance program, International attorneys and most recently, 
Westinghouse’s Nuclear Automation operations. Prior to joining Westinghouse, Mr. Sweeney was a partner in the law firm of 
Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, LLP (formerly Pietragallo, Bosick and Gordon). His primary focus was on 
corporate and business matters where he counseled companies on various legal matters including financing operations, 
strategic initiatives and general corporate matters. In addition, from 1989 to 2000, Mr. Sweeney held positions of increasing 
responsibility in the Law Department of CBS Corporation (formerly, Westinghouse Electric Corporation). His primary focus 
was on Board of Director Matters, Security and Exchange Commission filing requirements for public companies as well as 
Acquisitions and Divestitures. Mr. Sweeney holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Pittsburgh as well as a J.D. 
and MBA from the University of Pittsburgh.  

 
 
Michelle Taigman | HARMAN International  
  

Biography Michelle Epstein Taigman is Senior Vice President and General Counsel of HARMAN, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Samsung 
Electronics Co., Ltd. Michelle leads HARMAN’s global legal organization and is responsible for all of HARMAN’s legal matters, 
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including corporate transactions, litigation, intellectual property, insurance and risk management, corporate governance 
and regulatory compliance. Michelle also leads the development of legal policies and tools to address forward-looking 
business opportunities in key strategic areas. She reports to President and Chief Executive Officer Dinesh Paliwal. Prior to 
HARMAN, Michelle was Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of Federal-Mogul Motorparts LLC. Michelle also 
had a distinguished career in private legal practice, formerly being a partner at Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn, LLP, 
based in Detroit, Michigan. Michelle earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Michigan Law School and received a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan.  

 
 
Tim Triplett | Black & Veatch  
  

Biography 

Tim Triplett joined Black & Veatch in 2008. He serves as General Counsel, President of the Legal, Risk Management and 
Government Affairs Division and as Secretary of the Black & Veatch Board of Directors. In these roles, he guides all legal, risk 
management, enterprise risk management and Government Affairs services on a wide variety of commercial matters. 
Triplett also serves as Chief Compliance Officer for the Company's Global Ethics & Compliance Program. He received his 
bachelor's degree from Southwest Baptist College and his juris doctor from the University of Missouri-Columbia. Triplett is a 
regular speaker at domestic and international construction law seminars and the author of numerous professional 
publications. In the community, he is a member of the Board of Directors of the Truman Presidential Library, Co-Chair of the 
KC Rising Design + Construct Committee, and serves on the Steering Committee Business Council for the Nelson Atkins 
Museum of Art.  

 
 
Gerald Wells | Rita’s Franchise Company  
  

Biography 

Gerald Wells is General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer for Rita’s Franchise Company. Prior to joining Rita’s, Mr. Wells 
was General Counsel, Secretary and Director for the Dessange Group North America, Inc. and it subsidiaries (including the 
franchise brands Dessange Paris salons and spas, Camille Albane salons and Fantastic Sams salons); a partner in the 
Washington office of Quarles & Brady; and a partner in the Atlanta office of DLA Piper LLP (US). Mr. Wells also worked in the 
legal departments of Hewlett-Packard Company and US Office Products Company (the parent company for several 
companies, including two franchise companies). Mr. Wells received his B.A. degree from the University of Maryland, and his 
J.D. degree from the College of William and Mary. He served as a law clerk to the Honorable Hart T. Mankin of the United 
States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.  

 
 
Anthony Yoo | Danaher Corporation  
  

Biography 

Anthony Yoo has responsibility for legal support for the Water Quality companies headquartered in the Americas (with the 
exception of Hach). These companies include ChemTreat, Trojan, McCrometer, and the companies that report up through 
them. Mr. Yoo also has responsibility for managing contracts support across the Water Quality platform. Mr. Yoo joined 
Danaher in May 2012 as the VP and General Counsel for ChemTreat, in which role he served until February 2017. Mr. Yoo 
joined Danaher from Altria Group, where he was the Assistant General Counsel for Brand Integrity. He held a series of r�o�l �e�s � �o�f� 
�p�r�o�g�r�e �s�s �i�v �e� �r�e �s�p�o�n �s �i�b�i�l�i�t �y � �d�u �r�i�n�g� �h�i�s � �n�i�n �e � �y �e�a�r�s � �a�t � �A �l�t �r�i�a�, � �p�r�o�v �i�d�i�n �g� �l �e �g�a�l� �s �u�p�p�o�r�t � �f�o�r� �c�o�m �p�l �i�a�n �c�e�, � �c�o �m�m�u�n �i�c�a�t �i�o �n�s �,� �c�o�r�p�o�r�a�t �e � 
�r�e �s�p�o�n �s �i�b�i�l�i�t �y �,� �m�a�r�k �e�t �i�n �g�,� �c�o �n�s �u�m �e�r� �r�e�s �e �a�r�c�h�, � �a�n �d� �l �i�t �i�g�a�t �i�o�n �.� � �P �r�i�o�r� �t�o � �h �i�s� �y �e�a�r�s � �a�t � �A�l �t �r�i�a�,� �M�r�. � �Y�o�o � �w�a�s � �a� �l �i�t �i�g�a�t �o�r� �a�n �d� �p�a�t �e�n �t� 
�a�t �t �o�r�n�e �y� �a�t � �C�o�v �i�n�g�t �o�n � �&� �B�u�r�l �i�n �g� �i�n � �W �a�s �h�i�n �g�t�o �n�, � �D�. �C�.� �a�n �d� �F �r�i�e�d�,� �F �r�a�n �k�, � �H �a�r�r�i�s �,� �S�h�r�i�v �e�r� �&� �J�a�c�o �b�s �o�n� �i�n � �W �a�s �h�i�n �g�t�o �n�, � �D�.�C �.� �a�n�d� 
�N�e �w� �Y�o �r�k�.� �M�r�. � �Y�o�o � �e �a�r�n �e�d� �h�i�s � �l �a�w� �d�e �g�r�e �e� �f�r�o�m� �t�h �e� �U�n �i�v�e �r�s �i�t �y� �o�f� �V �i�r�g�i�n �i�a� �a�n�d� �s�e �r�v �e�d� �o�n� �t �h�e � �V�i�r�g�i�n �i�a� �L �a�w� �R�e �v�i�e �w�.� � �H �e� �e �a�r 

 
 
Leslie Zacks | Clearside Biomedical, Inc.  
  

Biography 

Leslie Zacks Mr. Zacks has served as our General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer since September 2018. In a 
distinguished career, Mr. Zacks most recently served as Vice President, General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer at 
Arbor Pharmaceuticals, Inc., where he provided strategic counsel on legal, intellectual property and compliance issues. Prior 
to joining Arbor, Mr. Zacks was Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer at Shionogi Pharma, 
Inc. from 2004 to 2010. From 2002 to 2004, he worked at Hunton & Williams, LLP, where he was a partner in the Intellectual 
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Property Litigation department. Mr. Zacks is a registered patent attorney who has held associate positions at Powell, 
Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, LLP and at Webb, Carlock, Copeland, Semler and Stair, LLP. Mr. Zacks holds a J.D. and a B.A. in 
English from the University of Florida. Mr. Zacks serves on the Advisory Board for CURE Childhood Cancer and is on the Board 
of Directors for the Atlanta Track Club.  

 
 
Leslie Zmugg | Gordon Brothers  
  

Biography 

Leslie Zmugg recently joined the global advisory, lending and investment firm, Gordon Brothers, as its global general counsel 
and chief legal officer, and will be based in the company’s Boston headquarters. She arrives at Gordon Brothers with almost 
20 years at the equipment manufacturer Caterpillar Inc., most recently serving as general counsel since 2014 for its wholly-
owned financial services subsidiary, Caterpillar Financial, based in Nashville, Tennessee. Prior to becoming in-house counsel 
at Caterpillar in 1999, Zmugg worked at firms including Kasowitz, Benson and Schulte, Roth - both in New York, focusing on 
asset-based finance, bankruptcy and corporate restructuring. Zmugg graduated from Fordham University School of Law, 
and holds a bachelors from Binghamton University in New York.  

 
 
 


