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Cynthia Adams | Jefferies LLC 
  
Biography Managing Director & General Counsel for Regulatory, Litigation & Employment at Jefferies LLC for the past 6 years. 
 
 
Sachin Bansal | Royal Bank of Canada 
  

Biography 

Sachin Bansal is a Director and Senior Litigation Counsel at Royal Bank of Canada with primary responsibility for litigation 
matters involving RBC’s U.S. investment banking arm, RBC Capital Markets. Sachin oversees, directs, and sets strategy for a 
significant portfolio of U.S. regulatory and civil litigations, accountable from inception to conclusion for these cases, 
including active participation at all stages. In particular, he focuses on defending and responding to regulatory enforcement 
matters involving the DOJ, SEC, and FINRA and routinely interfaces and appears before such authorities. His responsibilities 
also include hands-on management of RBC’s outside counsel relationships, outside counsel spend, and cost control 
strategies. On the latter aspect, he has led the implementation of several cost-savings initiatives, including with the use 
alternative fee arrangements and secondees, which have achieved savings of several million dollars each fiscal quarter. He 
created and leads a joint U.S. training initiative between RBC’s legal and compliance departments and is actively involved in 
diversity and pro bono efforts across RBC. Sachin serves as the co-chair of RBC U.S.’s Multicultural Employee Alliance, which 
is RBC’s largest US employee resource group. He has received several awards, both from the company and his law 
department, for his continued contributions to diversity and inclusion, which is a core value at RBC. Prior to joining RBC, 
Sachin was associated with several top New York law firms, including Davis Polk & Wardwell and Paul Hastings. He received 
his bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, from Duke University, and his law degree, magna cum laude, from Duke University 
School of Law. 

 
 
Leslie Bender | BCA Financial Services, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Leslie Bender, IFCCE, CIPP/US, CCCA, CCCO, is a corporate executive and an attorney in the fields of consumer financial 
protection law and privacy compliance. With over thirty years of practice, Ms. Bender handles compliance, regulatory, 
transactional, and legal matters for hospitals and financial services companies. She was one of the first privacy officers to be 
internationally accredited as a Certified Information Privacy Professional. As an accomplished attorney and corporate 
counsel, Ms. Bender uses her education and experience in roles as a corporate trainer, compliance/privacy officer, regulatory 
relations advisor, mediator, and prominent speaker and teacher. Currently Leslie is the Chief Strategy Officer and General 
Counsel for BCA Financial Services, Inc., a healthcare focused accounts receivable management and debt collection 
company. Bender is a Past President of ACA International, the international trade association of credit and collections 
professionals (ACA) and served as an officer on its Board of Directors from 2011-2015. She has been honored by ACA as its 
Member of the Year, for Continuous Service, and twice as its Outstanding Instructor of the Year.Bender serves on the Steering 
Committee of the Consumer Relations Consortium (CRC) and on behalf of the CRC collaborated with Consumer Action in 
2017 to provide educational webinars to legal aid offices to assist them with working with consumers on debt collection 
issues. She earned her undergraduate degree from Northwestern University and her Juris Doctorate degree from the 
University of Notre Dame. 

 
 
Brent Bickley | Navy Federal Credit Union 
  

Biography 

As Deputy General Counsel at Navy Federal, Brent provides legal advice to Navy Federal business leaders regarding litigation, 
regulatory matters, and strategy. Before joining Navy Federal in 2013, Brent clerked for Judge Carlos Lucero on the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver, Colorado. He then joined the law firm Wilmer Hale, where he was a litigator and advisor to 
financial institutions for eight years. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Virginia, and he received his law 
degree with honors from Harvard Law School. 
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Elizabeth Coe | Citadel 
  

Biography 

Current Role: Deputy General Counsel and Director at Citadel - 2010 - 2016: Director and Americas Head of Civil Litigation at 
Barclays - 2002 - 2010: Associate, Davis Polk & Wardwell - 1998 - 1999: Legislative Assistant, the Honorable Edward J. Markey 
(MA-7); United States House of Representatives Education: - JD University of Virginia - 2002 - BA Union College (phi beta 
kappa, magna cum laude) - 1998 

 
 
Gary Deutsch | PNC Bank, N.A. 
  

Biography 

Gary A. Deutsch is Managing Chief Counsel – Consumer Finance Litigation for PNC Bank, N.A. Mr. Deutsch leads the litigation 
group supporting PNC Mortgage, the bank’s retail mortgage division that is one of the nation’s top mortgage lenders and 
servicers. Prior to joining PNC, Mr. Deutsch was assistant general counsel and chief litigation counsel for a large regional 
bank. In 2017, he was elected as a Fellow of the American College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers. Mr. Deutsch is 
also a board member of Steppingstone Scholars, Inc. and Philadelphia Theatre Company. 

 
 
Jennifer Diana | Standard Chartered Bank 
  
Biography Senior Legal Counsel 
 
 
Camille Everett | East West Bank 
  

Biography 

Camille Everett has over thirty (30) years of experience in commercial litigation, both as a litigator and as inhouse counsel 
supervising outside counsel litigation. Camille handled defense litigation and supervised outside litigation counsel for Bank 
of America for five (5) years, handled litigation including trials for Santa Monica Bank (subsequently acquired by U.S. Bank) 
for twelve (12) years, and litigated for several financial institutions as an attorney with the law firm of Ivanjack and Lambirth 
for five (5) years. For the past ten (10) years, Camille has supervised outside counsel litigation as Senior Vice President and 
Deputy General Counsel of East West Bank. Camille's litigation cases included lender liability, employment, operations, and 
trust matters. She worked on a complex, multi-year trust case, and participated for two years on a team assigned to multi-
district litigation arising out of mortgage pool securities fraud. In addition, Camille has broad experience in all subject areas 
of financial services law, including compliance, deposit operations, lending, loan work-outs, Article 9 secured transactions, 
bankruptcy, electronic banking, and real estate. Achievements include successful dispute resolution and ability to resolve 
complex issues of many subject areas and proceeding types throughout practice. Ms. Everett graduated Cum Laude from 
University of Southern California and obtained her Juris Doctor from Loyola Law School- Los Angeles.Throughout her career, 
Ms. Everett has participated in several professional activities. She has been a member of the Bank Operations Counsel 
Association for over twenty (20) years, and is a member and currently Vice Chairman of the Financial Institutions Committee 
of the California Bar. Ms. Everett has been a speaker at several professional association conferences including the California 
Bankers Association (1999, 2001, 2005, 2008, 2010) and the California Independent Auditors Conference (2000). She served as 
a Judge Pro Tem, Los Angeles County Superior Court for ten (10) years. 

 
 
Michelle Fox | VW Credit, Inc. 
  

Biography 
Experienced Assistant General Counsel with a demonstrated history of working in the financial services industry. I blend 
practical legal and business awareness with an insightful understanding of financial service operations and customer-driven 
processes. 

 
 
Heather French | Ares Management 
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Biography 

Heather French is Managing Director and Associate General Counsel at Ares Management (NYSE:ARES), one of the largest 
global alternative asset managers, with three complementary investment groups:  credit, real estate and private equity.  
With a team of over 1000 professionals collaborating across 18 offices, Ares manages over $130 billion in AUM and 220 
investment vehicles, including five publicly traded funds, and has investments in over 1000 portfolio companies spanning 
across five continents.  Heather leads global litigation, privacy and information governance across the Ares platform, as well 
as handles various regulatory, compliance and corporate governance matters and legal work surrounding the American 
Capital acquisition and management/exit of its private equity portfolio.   
 
Heather joined Ares Management through the acquisition of American Capital (formerly Nasdaq:  ACAS), another publicly 
traded asset manager, where she served in roles of increasing responsibilities for over 14 years.  American Capital, one of the 
first publicly traded private equity companies, was a component of the S&P 500, managed four publicly traded funds, and 
had over 100 controlled operating companies in its diverse portfolio of technology, pharmaceutical, financial services, real 
estate and manufacturing companies.  Heather’s last role at American Capital was Senior Vice President and Deputy General 
Counsel, with primary legal responsibility for directing enterprise-wide litigation, crisis management, regulatory, risk 
management, privacy, cyber, intellectual property, employment and executive compensation and benefits.  She served as 
the de facto General Counsel to various portfolio companies during significant regulatory/litigation events and through 
transactions.   
 
Prior to joining American Capital, Heather was Counsel with the global law firm Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, where she 
practiced complex commercial and technology-related litigation and labor and employment.  She started her career at 
Littler Mendelson.  Heather is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Georgetown University Law Center, 
where she served as an editor of the Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics and represented Georgetown at the Jessup 
International Law Moot Court Competition.   
 
Heather has been an active volunteer and leader, serving on the Board and as Treasurer of the ACC National Capital Region, 
on the Advisory Board for the Georgetown Corporate Counsel Institute and a member of the Executive Leadership Team for 
Lawyers Have Heart benefitting the American Heart Association.  She was recognized as the winner of the 2018 Pacesetter 
Award from the American Heart Association, one of the 2016 Trending 40 Corporate Counsel in Washington, DC, the winner of 
the 2015 Outstanding In-House Counsel Award for the ACC National Capital Region, one of the in-house counsel selected for 
the 2014 R3-100 list by InsideCounsel magazine as one of 100 female attorneys ready to be a Fortune 500 general counsel 
and the recipient of the 2008 American Capital Lifeguard Award for a successful litigation recovery related to a failed 
portfolio company.   
 
Heather lives in Washington, DC with her family. 

 
 
Todd Fulks | Clayton Homes 
  

Biography 

Since joining the Company in 2005, Todd has served as Associate General Counsel for Clayton Homes in Maryville, 
Tennessee, where his primary role is litigation management nationwide. The Company's litigation covers numerous 
substantive areas of law and levels of exposure. Prior to coming to Clayton, Todd worked for three years in a large, private 
firm and spent one year in the Office of the General Counsel for the Tennessee Valley Authority in Knoxville, TN. Todd 
attended law school at the University of Memphis (2001) after graduating undergraduate school at Milligan College (1998). 

 
 
Brendan Gibbon | Société Générale - Americas 
  

Biography 

Brendan Gibbon is a Director and Counsel in the Litigation, Enforcement, & Investigations group within the Legal 
Department at Societe Generale in New York. He handles complex class actions and other civil litigation; regulatory 
enforcement matters brought by DOJ, SEC, CFTC, FINRA and various other self-regulatory organizations and exchanges; and 
internal investigations, including whistle-blower matters. He is also active in internal committees related to regulatory self-
reporting, anti-fraud controls, records and information management, stress testing, and cybersecurity. Prior to joining 
SocGen in 2014, Brendan was a litigation associate with the law firm of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP. Earlier in his 
career he served as a judicial law clerk for the Hon. Eric Vitaliano of the United States District Court, Eastern District of New 
York. Brendan is a graduate of Harvard College and the University of Virginia School of Law. 
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Karen Gossman | Discover Financial Services 
  

Biography 

Karen Gossman is Director and Senior Counsel at Discover Financial Services. Ms. Gossman is responsible for managing 
litigation involving Discover Financial Services and its subsidiaries. In this role, Ms. Gossman manages strategy and budget 
on a broad range of matters, across product lines and encompassing a diverse array of substantive areas, including 
commercial, financial services and intellectual property litigation. Additionally, she advises the business on legal policies 
and procedures, arbitration best practices, document retention and e-discovery. 

 
 
Jennifer Heil | MUFG Americas 
  

Biography 

Jennifer Heil is the Deputy Head of Litigation, Human Resources & Government Investigations Group in the Americas Legal 
Department at MUFG Bank in New York, NY.  She and her team support the Bank and its affiliates through complex litigation 
cases, regulatory investigations, and human resources issues.  She has experience working on cases and investigations in the 
areas of antitrust, BSA/AML, insurance, OFAC sanctions, securities, cybersecurity, intellectual property, tax, merger and 
acquisition disputes, bankruptcy adversary proceedings, general commercial disputes, corporate proxy disputes, 
employment, and white-collar criminal defense.  Prior to joining the Bank, Jen was selected for inclusion in the 2014 Super 
Lawyers guide for her outstanding work in business litigation.  She began her legal career in the litigation department at 
Latham & Watkins LLP, where she worked on major matters including: the 9/11 liability insurance cases, the representation 
of UBS with respect to a multi-billion dollar merger financing dispute, and the representation of audit firm Ernst & Young in 
matters relating to the Lehman Brothers bankruptcy.  In addition to her work at Latham, she spent two years clerking in the 
chambers of the Hon. Andrew J. Peck, Magistrate Judge for the Southern District of New York in Manhattan and five years in 
the litigation department of Olshan Frome Wolosky LLP representing hedge funds, venture capital funds, and mid-sized 
corporations in general commercial disputes and Delaware corporate litigation.  While at Olshan, she was a co-author of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants’ Practice Aid on Merger and Acquisition Disputes.  She is a graduate of 
Georgetown University and Northwestern University School of Law. 

 
 
Kristin Herzog | Travelers 
  

Biography 

Kristin Herzog is an Associate Group General Counsel leading the Claim Center General Counselor organization within the 
Claim Legal organization at Travelers in Hartford, Connecticut. Kristin joined Travelers in 2004 and has held various positions 
in Claim Legal, including five years as a Managing Counsel within the Claim Legal Property Group and as the Associate Group 
General Counsel supporting Northland Insurance Company, Northfield Insurance Company and Travelers' National 
Programs. She also led the Subrogation Complex Claim Unit within the Subrogation Major Case organization before 
returning to Claim Legal in 2015. Prior to joining Travelers, Kristin was a litigator with Halloran & Sage, LLP in Hartford, 
Connecticut, where her practice focused on insurance defense and transportation matters. 

 
 
William Kelleher | People’s United Bank, N.A. 
  

Biography 

William J. Kelleher, III is Senior Vice President, Corporate Counsel and Assistant Secretary at People’s United Bank, N.A., 
subsidiary of People’s United Financial, Inc. (NASDAQ), a diversified financial services company with $48 billion in assets 
offering commercial and retail banking, as well as wealth management and trust services through more than 400 retail 
locations in six states: New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. Before joining People’s 
in 2013, he was a Partner at Robinson & Cole, LLP, and an Associate at Wiggin & Dana, LLP and Murray & McCann. Previously, 
he served as a Law Clerk for the Honorable Dorothy T. Eisenberg, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge (ret.) of the Eastern District of New 
York. Bill earned his B.A. from Fairfield University and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law. His work for People’s 
involves legal advice and oversight of the full range of legal matters affecting the bank, its bank holding company and the 
bank’s subsidiaries including corporate governance, banking, legal operations, litigation, financial regulatory, SEC reporting 
and disclosures, M&A due diligence, employment, commercial lending and management of outside counsel. He is admitted 
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in New York and Connecticut, several federal courts, and is a member of the Association of Corporate Counsel. He is also 
member of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York (Banking Law Committee) and a James W. Cooper, Life Fellow of 
the Connecticut Bar Foundation. 

 
 
Sharad Khemani | GE Capital 
  

Biography 

Proactively advise on risk mitigation strategies, pre-litigation disputes, and regulatory and licensing affairs for capital 
markets and other global activities; direct strategy on a variety of complex commercial litigation in the U.S. and abroad, 
including management of outside counsel and communication with business leadership; lead the antitrust and competition 
law program. 

 
 
Mai Klaassen | Charles Schwab 
  

Biography 

Mai Klaassen is Vice President and Associate General Counsel of Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. Her responsibilities include 
implementing effective litigation and dispute resolution strategies when prosecuting or defending matters before federal 
and state courts (including class actions, MDL and matters designated complex), FINRA, and other dispute resolution 
tribunals. She has prosecuted and defended a variety of claims, including those involving securities, anti-trust, employment, 
unfair competition, trade secret, fiduciary duties, ERISA, and accessibility. She also has experience with regulatory 
enforcement matters, internal investigations, and employment matters. Ms. Klaassen holds a J.D. from the University of San 
Diego, and has a B.A. in Communications and a B.A. in Japanese Studies from the University of California, San Diego. 

 
 
Philip Laffey | TSYS 
  
Biography Experienced litigation attorney now working in-house managing litigation for global financial services company. 
 
 
David Levine | Och-Ziff Capital Management Group LLC 
  
Biography Chief Legal Officer 
 
 
John Longwell | Voya Financial 
  
Biography Chief Counsel, Litigation, Regulatory, and Employment at Voya Financial for the past 5 years. 
 
 
Mark LoSacco | HSBC North America 
  

Biography 

Mark LoSacco has over 20 years of experience in litigation, and currently serves as EVP and General Counsel for Litigation, 
and also for Employment and Benefits, at HSBC North America. Before joining HSBC, Mark was in private practice for 11 
years as a commercial litigator, after which he spent eight years at American Express where he completed his tenure as its 
Chief Litigation Counsel. 

 
 
Tim Magee | Barclays 
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Biography Current Role: Americas Head of Investigations and Enforcement. Prior position: Litigation Associate at Sullivan & Cromwell 
LLP Education: Columbia Law, B.A. from NYU College of Arts & Science 

 
 
Marilyn McClure-Demers | Nationwide Insurance 
  

Biography 

Visionary legal executive recognized for leading/fostering diverse teams; complex dispute resolution management and 
regulatory matters; skilled in litigation, negotiation, and crisis management. Dedicated to advancing the legal profession by 
initiating and supporting diversity and inclusion efforts to influence and build the pipeline and mentoring/sponsoring 
colleagues and students. Dedicated to improving the community and country through giving back. 

 
 
Kristin Meister | Credit Agricole CIB 
  

Biography 
Kristin Meister is Litigation Counsel at Credit Agricole CIB. Prior to joining the bank, she worked at Bernstein Litowitz (a 
plaintiffs securities class action firm), Alston & Bird LLP and Dewey Ballantine LLP. Kristin covers all litigation, dispute 
resolution, investigations, and subpoenas for the bank in the Americas. 

 
 
Sherri Nagel | Discover Financial Services 
  

Biography 

Sherri Nagel is Vice President and Assistant General Counsel at Discover Financial Services. Ms. Nagel is the Head of 
Litigation and is responsible for the management of all litigation involving Discover Financial Services and its subsidiaries. 
She is also responsible for overseeing litigation risk mitigation strategies, e-discovery cost containment initiatives, 
management of outside counsel, and matter management processes. Ms. Nagel joined Discover in 2005 as a member of the 
Litigation group. In this role, Ms. Nagel managed a broad range of matters across a diverse array of substantive areas 
including everything from pre-litigation disputes to class actions and advised the business regarding risk and mitigation 
strategies. In addition, she advised the business on legal policies and procedures, document retention, e-discovery, and 
arbitration best practices. Prior to joining Discover, Ms. Nagel was an associate in the Chicago office of Winston & Strawn, 
where she focused her practice on complex commercial litigation matters. Ms. Nagel holds a B.S. in political science from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She received her J.D. from IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law where she was a 
member of the Order of the Coif and Executive Editor of the Law Review. 

 
 
Kate Peterson | Citizens Financial Group, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Kate Peterson is Vice President and Senior Counsel for Employment & Litigation at Citizens Financial Group, Inc., a highly-
regulated banking and financial services company with over 17,500 employees. Kate is responsible for advising Citizens Bank 
and subsidiary entities on all labor and employment matters, including those relating to wage and hour issues, leaves of 
absence or accommodations, discrimination, harassment, reductions-in-force and post-employment restrictive covenants. 
Kate provides strategic advice on projects and initiatives that impact Citizens’ colleagues as well as day-to-day guidance, 
training and solutions. She has a comprehensive employment law counseling practice and partners closely with Citizens’ 
employee relations function. Kate also manages a broad range of employment related litigation and investigations and 
provides advice to internal business clients in a complex, fast-paced environment. Kate effectively partners with division 
heads, human resources, compliance personnel and key stakeholders to meaningfully respond to and defend litigation or 
regulatory inquiries. She is also frequently called upon to train Citizens’ colleagues and managers on employment law 
issues, with an eye towards compliance practices and risk mitigation. 

 
 
Sean Quinn | Guardian Life Insurance Company of America 
  
Biography Guardian - Chief Litigation Counsel 2017- Berkshire Life Insurance Company of America - Lead Counsel and Corporate 
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Secretary 2007 MassMutual - Vice President, Litigation and Field Investigations; New York State Attorney General's Office 
1998 - 2002; Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. 1996-1998; New York County District Attorney's Office 1990-1996, Manhattan College - 
1987 Magna Cum Laude Albany Law School - 1990 Cum Laude 

 
 
Dina Raphael | BMO Financial Group 
  

Biography 

As Associate General Counsel in the Legal and Reguloraty Compliance Group, I lead the team that supports nationally the 
Bank of Montreal for all litigation matters. I am also responsable for the legal team that supports the Quebec Division. Prior 
to joining BMO in 2013, I was a partner in the Litigation Group at Lavery for 15 years and practiced in the areas of professional 
liability, directors’ and officers’ liability, product liability, distribution of financial products and services and, in insurance 
law. 

 
 
Lou Ricciuti | AXA XL 
  

Biography 

Lou currently serves as Vice President and Senior Associate General Counsel, supporting AXA XL’s Global Claims Operations. 
Lou’s responsibilities include providing legal and strategic services to senior management regarding complex insurance 
matters, including the evaluation and management of coverage and extracontractual litigation. Additional legal services 
involve the support of compliance and regulatory affairs and product development and underwriting business support. 
Lou’s business lines of support include casualty, management and professional liability, cyber, and various specialty lines. 
Lou previously served as the General Counsel of OneBeacon Professional Insurance, primarily providing and managing legal 
and strategic services for health care, management and professional liability, and financial services business units. Lou also 
previously served in positions of increasing responsibilities at Travelers, Chubb, and The Hartford. At The Hartford, Lou 
provided legal services for significant assumed and ceded reinsurance matters. Lou is a graduate of Boston College and the 
University of Connecticut School of Law, and resides in West Hartford, CT. 

 
 
Christopher Ryan | MoneyGram 
  

Biography 

Christopher M. Ryan is Legal Counsel, Global Litigation & Real Estate with MoneyGram International, Inc. He has worked on 
matters involving commercial and business litigation, and focused on corporate real estate matters for over 40 corporate 
offices in 33 different countries. Mr. Ryan earned his J.D. in 2010 from Florida Coastal School of Law, and his B.S., in 2004 
from University of Dayton. He is admitted to the bar of the State of Ohio. 

 
 
Joseph Salama | Deutsche Bank 
  

Biography 
Joe Salama is an Associate General Counsel and the Global Head of Litigation and Regulatory Enforcement. Joe has been at 
Deutsche Bank since 2010, prior to which he was associated with the law firms of Latham & Watkins LLP and Cravath, Swaine 
& Moore LLP. Joe graduated from New York University School of Law in 1998. 

 
 
Hannah Sholl | Visa 
  

Biography 

Hannah currently holds the role of Senior Counsel, Global Litigation & Competition at Visa. Hannah is a graduate of Boalt 
Law School. Immediately after law school, Hannah clerked at the Supreme Court of Israel on a Fulbright Fellowship. After her 
clerkship, she worked as a litigator at Paul Weiss for eight years where she worked on a variety of complex commercial 
matters, including antitrust disputes, white-collar criminal matters, regulatory enforcement, securities arbitrations, and 
class actions. Hannah then transitioned to the law firm Holwell, Shuster & Goldberg as Counsel to the firm. After four years, 
in 2017, Hannah moved to her current role at Visa. 
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Andrew Stemmer | Deutsche Bank 
  

Biography 
Andrew Stemmer is Deutsche Bank’s Head of Litigation & Regulatory Enforcement for the Americas, a Managing Director and 
Associate General Counsel. Andrew has been at Deutsche Bank since 2010, prior to which he was associated with the law firm 
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft LLP, where he focused on securities, complex commercial disputes and bankruptcy. 

 
 
Sarah Stroebel | US Bank 
  

Biography 

Sarah Stroebel is Senior Vice President and Deputy General Counsel at U.S. Bank. In this role, Sarah partners with her direct 
reports to lead the Bank’s Litigation, Government Investigations & Subpoenas, Employment Law, and Financial Crimes & 
Political Law teams. Sarah engages with a variety of constituents concerning the work on her team, including outside 
counsel, senior Bank executives, auditors, regulators, and the Board of Directors. Prior to joining U.S. Bank, Sarah was an 
attorney at the Minneapolis law firm of Lindquist & Vennum (now Ballard Spahr), focused on intellectual property and 
financial services litigation. 

 
 
Robert Sturm | CSAA Insurance Exchange 
  

Biography 

Rob Sturm is Vice-President and Chief Litigation Counsel at CSAA Insurance Group, a AAA insurer, reporting to the Chief Legal 
Officer. Rob is responsible for leading CSAA’s various in-house litigation practice groups and overseeing CSAA’s Legal 
Operations function. Rob also manages the Company’s external corporate litigation counsel (covering employment, 
commercial, securities, subrogation, insurance, class action litigation, etc.) and CSAA’s external third-party insurance 
defense panel counsel, and oversees the Legal Division budget.Prior to joining CSAA Insurance Group, Rob was a shareholder 
with Littler Mendelson and, thereafter, Assistant General Counsel with JELD-WEN Windows & Doors. Rob is a graduate of 
Cornell University (B.S., Industrial & Labor Relations) and Boston University School of Law (J.D.). Rob resides in Lafayette, 
California, with his wife Kristina and their three children Alden, Grant and Hallie. 

 
 
Jennifer Weidner | The Canandaigua National Bank and Trust Company 
  

Biography 

Jennifer serves as General Counsel of Canandaigua National Bank & Trust and its affiliates. In her role, she provides legal 
counsel to Bank management on matters of corporate governance, contracts, compliance, employment, compensation, 
benefits, communications and other related issues. She also provides advice regarding estate planning and administration, 
estate taxation and multi-jurisdictional trust and estate issues. Prior to joining CNB, Jennifer was partner in the Trust & 
Estate Group at the law firm of Boylan Code, where she specialized in trust and estate planning & administration, and 
transfer tax planning for high net worth individuals and business owners. Jennifer currently holds her license to practice law 
in New York and Florida, and is admitted to the United States District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Western District of New 
York and the Supreme Court of the United States. She carries an AV Preeminent® Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review RatingTM. 

 
 
William Welch | Voya Financial 
  

Biography 

William M. Welch II currently serves as the Deputy General Counsel and Chief Compliance and Ethics Officer at Voya. Prior to 
Voya, he worked at Cigna, where, as an Associate Chief Counsel, he handled domestic and international investigations of 
compliance matters, affirmative and defensive healthcare litigation, and materiality reporting under Sarbanes-Oxley. 
Previously, he served as a federal prosecutor with the U.S. Department of Justice for twenty-three years, including the last 
five years as the Chief of the Public Integrity Section and as a Senior Litigation Counsel for the Assistant Attorney General of 
the Criminal Division. He received his law degree from Northwestern University and his undergraduate degree from 
Princeton University. 
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Michael White | The Vanguard Group, Inc. 
  

Biography 

Michael White is Head of Litigation and Shareholder Services for The Vanguard Group, Inc. In that role, Mr. White supervises a 
team of legal professionals with responsibility for litigation and pre-litigation disputes for Vanguard (with the exception of 
employment law and intellectual property matters), third-party litigation, and internal investigations. Before joining 
Vanguard, Mr. White was a litigation partner with the Seattle based law firm Williams Kastner. Mr. White received his 
undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and his law degree from Duke University. 

 
 
Kristen Winsko | Boenning & Scattergood 
  

Biography 

Kristen N. Winsko has over 20 years of experience in the investment management industry including work as an institutional 
sales representative and mutual fund wholesaler, a regulatory manager, and as counsel. She previously served as Senior 
Counsel at Lincoln Financial Group. She has also served as Counsel to one of the largest fund administrator/distributors, 
advising with respect to hedge funds, wrap programs, custody, distribution, and transfer agency services. She provided legal 
support to one of the industry’s leading wrap program sponsors, including product development, marketing review, board 
support, and compliance. In addition, a large portion of Ms. Winsko’s legal practice was dedicated to drafting and 
negotiating various contracts and agreements, from software licensing to consulting agreements, all in connection with the 
investment management industry . Before her legal career, she spent several years developing relationships with, and 
wholesaling to, investment advisers and broker-dealers with respect to wrap programs and institutional products. Ms. 
Winsko also serves as the General Counsel for the World Tang Soo Do Association and Foundation, providing a broad range 
of legal services in such capacity. Ms. Winsko also volunteers her time with the Homeless Advocacy Project. She is a Magna 
Cum Laude graduate of the Widener University School of Law and has a Bachelor’s of History degree from Villanova 
University. Ms. Winsko holds the Series 7 and 24 licenses. 

 
 
Lisa Wolmart | Prudential 
  
Biography Vice President and Corporate Counsel, Enterprise Litigation Group. Columbia Law School Wellesley College 
 
 
 


