
IP Executive Roundtable 
For Life Sciences

March 28, 2019 | Fairmont Copley Plaza | Boston, MA

8:00 AM–9:00 AM VENETIAN ROOM

Registration, Opening 
Remarks & Breakfast
CO-CHAIRS:

Brenda Jarrell 

Co-Chair of Life Sciences & 
Intellectual Property Groups

Choate Hall & Stewart LLP

Jill Ann Mello, Ph.D.

Partner, Intellectual Property

McCarter & English

Kent Robbins

Vice President of Sales 

Murgitroyd

9:00 AM–10:30 AM GENERAL SESSION | OVAL ROOM

Seeing The Forest For The Trees: Your 
IP Strategy As Part Of The Business

 › How do you communicate the inner-workings of your patent strategy to those 
in the company who lack a legal background?

 › How do you work with your management team to make sure your IP strategy 
complements the overall business strategy?

 › How can you more fully incorporate your IP team and outside counsel into the 
business?

Jennifer Elliott 

Vice President, Head of Legal 
Affairs & Intellectual Property

Generation Bio

Thanh Erion 

Director, Biologics 
Intellectual Property

ImmunoGen, Inc.

Kimya Harris 

Vice President, Head of Intellectual 
Property & Legal Affairs

KSQ Therapeutics

Harriet Strimpel 

Chief Intellectual Property Counsel

New England Biolabs

MODERATOR:

Jill Ann Mello, Ph.D.

Partner, Intellectual Property

McCarter & English

MCLE Credit: 
This program has been 

approved for 5 MCLE 
general credits by the 

State Bar of Ohio.
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10:30 AM–11:00 AM BREAK

Networking Break
11:00 AM–12:00 PM GENERAL SESSION | OVAL ROOM

Protecting Your Trade Secrets 
Both Inside & In The Wild
 › How do you identify and track your trade secrets?

 › In what specific ways have you educated your 
management team on the importance of trade secrets?

 › How have you worked across business units to carry out 
your global trade secret strategy? 

Ulrich Binne 

Head of IP

Kaleido 
Biosciences, Inc.

Booyong Lim 

Associate General 
Counsel, Intellectual 
Property

Kala Pharmaceuticals, 
Inc.

William Neeley 

Director, Legal Affairs & 
Intellectual Property

Magenta Therapeutics

Richie Paul 

Vice President, 
Intellectual Property 
Operations

Alkermes

MODERATOR:

Paul Popeo

Co-Leader of Trade 
Secret Group

Choate Hall & 
Stewart LLP

12:00 PM–1:00 PM NETWORKING MEAL | VENETIAN ROOM

Lunch

1:00 PM–2:00 PM GENERAL SESSION | OVAL ROOM

The Importance Of Due Diligence: 
Avoiding IP Risk During M&A

 › How do small biotech companies address IP risk in the 
eyes of potential investors?

 › How do large companies evaluate the IP portfolios of 
smaller companies? What do they look for?

 › What is the importance of third-party contracts in 
diligence and valuation?

 › What are some practical tips for mitigating IP risk during 
a merger or acquisition?

Eugene Kim

Senior Vice President, 
Legal & Intellectual 
Property

Triplet Therapeutics, 
Inc.

Forrester Liddle 

Director, Intellectual 
Property

Jounce Therapeutics

Scott Miller 

Deputy Chief 
Intellectual 
Property Counsel 

Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

Ahmed Mousa

Vice President of 
Licensing, Intellectual 
Property & Legal Affairs

Pieris 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

George Xixis

Vice President, 
Legal Affairs & 
Intellectual Property

Decibel Therapeutics

2:00 PM–2:30 PM BREAK

Break

IP EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE FOR LIFE SCIENCES
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2:30 PM–3:30 PM GENERAL SESSION | OVAL ROOM

Smart Budgeting: Getting The 
Most Protection You Can Afford

 › How do you evaluate the need for full protection of your 
global IP portfolio against what you can realistically 
afford?

 › What factors do you consider in the debate of 
geography versus technology?

 › How do you communicate the impact of IP budget cuts 
on the business to your management team?

 › What alternative fee arrangements have you used with 
outside counsel to maintain quality representation 
while mitigating variables in cost?

Nick Boivin

Executive Director, 
Chief Intellectual 
Property Counsel

FORMA Therapeutics

Jeffrey Cartmell 

Associate Director, 
Intellectual Property 
& Grants

MTF Biologics

Jennifer Zarutskie 
Sieczkiewicz 

Vice President, 
Chief Intellectual 
Property Counsel

Wave Life Sciences

MODERATOR:

Russell Thom

Head of Practice - 
Patents: Chemistry 
and Biotechnology

Murgitroyd

3:30 PM–4:30 PM GENERAL SESSION | OVAL ROOM

Negotiating Strategies For 
Successful Academic Partnerships

 › What new approaches have you pursued in 
collaborating with academics?

 › How can you avoid future conflicts resulting from 
academic partnerships?

 › What are your recent academic collaboration success 
stories and failures?

Leigh-Ann Durant 

Head Lawyer for 
U.S. Research & 
Development—
Global Legal

EMD Serono

Jeffrey Lee 

Senior Patent 
Counsel, Global 
Intellectual Property

Sanofi

Jennifer Loebach 

Director, Intellectual 
Property

Blueprint Medicines

Amy Mendel 

Intellectual Property 
Counsel

Rheos

4:30 PM–5:15 PM NETWORKING | BALLROOM FOYER

Cocktail Reception 
5:15 PM MEAL | OAK LONG BAR + KITCHEN

Dinner At The Oak Long Bar + 
Kitchen, Fairmont Copley Plaza
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FACULTY
Ulrich Binne 
Head of IP

Kaleido Biosciences, Inc.

Ulrich Binne serves as Head of IP for Kaleido Biosciences, Inc.

Nick Boivin
Executive Director, Chief Intellectual Property Counsel

FORMA Therapeutics

Nick Boivin is currently Director, Intellectual Property Counsel at Cubist 
Pharmaceuticals, an innovator biopharmaceutical company in Lexington, 
Massachusetts. Cubist developed and currently markets the intravenous 
antibiotic CUBICIN for treatment of certain MRSA infections. 

Mr. Boivin has written on and spoken at conferences on a variety of patent-
related topics including corporate intellectual property diligence and 
patent portfolio management. He joined Cubist after ten years in law firm 
practice, focused primarily on intellectual property client counseling in 
the life sciences. His practice included patent portfolio management and 
prosecution for various pharmaceutical, medical device, and chemical 
industry clients. Mr. Boivin has a technical back-ground in chemistry, 
including research experience as an undergraduate at Northwestern 
University and graduate school at Princeton University. He worked as 
a patent agent prior to graduating from law school at the University of 
Virginia and is admitted to the bar in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Jeffrey Cartmell 
Associate Director, Intellectual Property & Grants

MTF Biologics

Jeffrey Cartmell, Ph.D. is the Associate Director, Intellectual Property 
and Grants at MTF Biologics. Dr. Cartmell earned his B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of Rochester and a Ph.D. in Biomedical 
Engineering from Rutgers University. Following his Ph.D., Dr. Cartmell spent 
two years as an NIH Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Since 2003, Dr. Cartmell has held varying technical, scientific 
and leadership positions in MTF Biologics’ Research & Development 
group with a focus on new allograft and medical device technologies and 
intellectual property. He currently manages MTF Biologics’ Intellectual 
Property portfolio. Dr. Cartmell is active in various industry groups, and is 
currently a member of the Board of Governors for the American Association 
of Tissue Banks.

Leigh-Ann Durant 
Head Lawyer for U.S. Research & Development - Global Legal

EMD Serono

Leigh-Ann Durant serves as Head Lawyer for U.S. Research & Development 
- Global Legal for EMD Serono Research & Development Institute, Inc. 
(formerly Serono, Inc.) - Global biopharmaceutical division of Merck KGaA, 
Darmstadt, Germany; a leader in specialty care focused on oncology, 
immuno-oncology, immunology, neurology, fertility and endocrinology. 
She is an experienced, accomplished, and collaborative legal and business 
executive with over 23 years of experience in the biopharmaceutical 
industry – 10 of those with a major Boston law firm (6 as partner) 
and 13 years in-house as lead global R&D lawyer at a public global 
biopharmaceutical company, plus concurrent service as Independent 
Board of Director at two start-up biotechnology companies.

Her former employers include Nixon Peabody LLP, Global 100 Law Firm, 
Melick & Porter, Supreme Court of Rhode Island. Her education includes 
Bentley University, Mini-MBA for Biopharma Executives, Executive 
Education Program (2017); Suffolk University Law School, Juris Doctorate 
(cum laude, Top 3%, Law Review) (1993); University of Innsbruck, Austria, 
International Law and the European Union (1992); Miami University of Ohio, 
B.A., Double Major in Foreign Affairs and Political Science (honors, 1989); 
and Kouvorinteen Lukio, Kouvola, Finland, International Exchange Student 
(1982-1983).

Jennifer Elliott 
Vice President, Head of Legal Affairs & Intellectual Property

Generation Bio

Jennifer is the Chief Legal Officer of Generation Bio, where she has been 
since early 2018.  She previously served as the Director, Intellectual 
Property at the Broad Institute, and the Vice President of Intellectual 
Property at KindredBio.  She spent nearly a decade in the intellectual 
property group at Genentech, where she was most recently Associate 
General Counsel and Director of Oncology.  Jennifer was an associate at 
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP and a technical 
specialist at Lahive & Cockfield, LLP; at both firms, her practice focused on 
preparation and prosecution of patent applications and counseling for life 
sciences and biotechnology companies.  

Jennifer received her Juris Doctor degree from Stanford Law School, 
and her doctorate in microbiology and molecular genetics from Harvard 
University.  She also received a Bachelor of Arts degree in biology from 
Williams College.  
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FACULTY
Thanh Erion 
Director, Biologics Intellectual Property

ImmunoGen, Inc.

Thanh Erion is Director, Biologics Intellectual Property Technology 
Specialist/Patent Agent, Clark & Elbing LLP Ph.D., Molecular Biophysics & 
Biochemistry, Yale University B.S., Chemistry, University of California Irvine

Kimya Harris 
Vice President, Head of Intellectual Property & Legal Affairs

KSQ Therapeutics

Dr. Kimya Harris is an intellectual property professional with over 16 
years of experience both within the biopharmaceutical industry and 
in private practice. She joined KSQ in late 2017 and is responsible for 
the development and execution of global IP strategies, due diligence & 
competitive intelligence assessments in support of corporate development 
strategies, and management of legal operations. Prior to joining KSQ 
Therapeutics, Dr. Harris held several roles of increasing responsibility 
during her six year tenure at ImmunoGen, most recently as Senior Director, 
Intellectual Property. Prior to joining ImmunoGen, she spent 10 years 
at Clark + Elbing, LLP, a boutique IP law firm, managing complex patent 
portfolios for leading biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies and 
academic institutions. Dr. Harris  earned her Ph.D. in Molecular Biology 
from the University of Michigan, where her research focused on cell cycle 
regulation. She continued her research in cancer biology as a postdoctoral 
fellow at Harvard Medical School before pursuing her career in patent law.

Brenda Jarrell 
Co-Chair of Life Sciences & Intellectual Property Groups

Choate Hall & Stewart LLP

Dr. Brenda Jarrell is an IP lawyer with keen business savvy. Her extensive 
technical credentials make her well versed in a wide variety of technologies 
in the biotech and pharmaceutical industries. Dr. Jarrell has experience 
representing all types of companies and institutions at different stages of 
the life sciences business lifecycle, as well as those who invest in them. 
Through this broad experience she has gained a unique and valuable 
perspective on the progression of intellectual property assets, and she 
is able to see and take extra steps to align a company’s or institution’s IP 
portfolio with its business objectives. 

Dr. Jarrell is co-chair of the Life Sciences Group and the Intellectual 
Property Group. She is regularly recognized as a leading intellectual 
property counselor; recent accolades include being named “Attorney of the 
Year - Patent Strategy & Management - Massachusetts” by LMG Life Sciences 
in 2017 and 2016, an “Intellectual Property Trailblazer” by The National Law 
Journal and named the 2016 Boston “Lawyer of the Year” for Biotechnology 
Law by Best Lawyers and a “Top Woman of Law” by Massachusetts 
Lawyers Weekly. She has also been ranked among the top 50 women by 
Massachusetts Super Lawyers. 

Dr. Jarrell is listed by Chambers USA and in Best Lawyers in America. 
She has been listed in The Legal 500, named a World’s Leading Pa-tent 
Practitioner by IAM Patent 1000 and recognized by Managing Intellectual 
Property as an “IP Star” and among the “Top 250 Women in IP” nationwide. 
In 2017, Dr. Jarrell was named to Who’s Who Legal’s list of top Life Sciences 
transactional attorneys. She was also included in the Patent Expert Guide 
in 2015 and 2017, placing her among “the world’s leading practitioners” in 
patent law.

Eugene Kim
Senior Vice President, Legal & Intellectual Property

Triplet Therapeutics, Inc.

Eugene Kim has experience working at biotech and pharmaceutical 
companies ranging from early-stage startups to global pharmaceutical 
companies, protecting and evaluating IP on a broad range of technologies 
and molecules, ranging from biological and small molecule therapeutics, 
gene and oligonucleotide therapies, and microbiomes. Prior to joining 
Triplet, Gene worked at Ironwood Pharmaceuticals, Pfizer, Synageva 
BioPharma, Alnylam Pharmaceuticals and Biogen. Gene received his Ph.D. 
in Biology from the University of Pennsylvania, and his J.D. from the Suffolk 
University Law School.

Jeffrey Lee 
Senior Patent Counsel, Global Intellectual Property

Sanofi

Jeffrey Lee, Ph.D., is an experienced Intellectual Property attorney at 
Sanofi, a global Fortune 500 Company that protects, enables and supports 
people facing health challenges.  There, he counsels R&D and corporate 
clients about IP strategy to support business goals.  Previously, he was in 
private practice in New York City where he was recognized as a “Rising Star” 
in Intellectual Property Litigation by New York Super Lawyers and served as 
the lead associate on a high-profile biologics litigation involving a marketed 
antibody therapeutic product.  Jeff earned his Bachelors of Arts in 
Biochemistry and Classical Studies from the University of Pennsylvania, his 
J.D. from American University and his Ph.D. in Neurobiology and Anatomy 
from the University of Utah.  He lives in Boston with his wife and son.
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Forrester Liddle 
Director, Intellectual Property

Jounce Therapeutics

Forrester Liddle serves as Director, Intellectual Property for Jounce 
Therapeutics.

Booyong Lim 
Associate General Counsel, Intellectual Property

Kala Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Booyong Lim, Ph.D., J.D. is an Associate General Counsel, IP Counsel at Kala 
Pharmaceuticals Inc.  Dr. Lim earned his Ph.D. in Chemistry from Harvard 
University and did her post-doctoral work also at Harvard University.  
After her post-doctoral work, she joined a local law firm, entering into 
the patent law field.  Ever since, she’s been practicing patent law over 15 
years, focusing on pharmaceutical and biotech areas.  Her experience and 
practice includes designing patent and trademark strategy, managing 
patent and trademark portfolio, counseling and training in-house client, 
due diligence, and working on various transactional work.  Prior to joining 
Kala in 2018, she worked at Vertex Pharmaceuticals, Inc. as an in-house 
counsel over 10 years. 

Jennifer Loebach 
Director, Intellectual Property

Blueprint Medicines

Jennifer Loebach has over 14 years of experience in intellectual property. 
In her current position as Director of Intellectual Property at Blueprint 
Medicines, she is responsible for overseeing all IP matters at Blueprint, 
including worldwide patent acquisition and strategic protection 
of inventions related to pharmaceutical products. Specifically, her 
responsibilities include the preparation and prosecution of patent 
applications, as well as freedom to operate analyses and IP due diligence. 
She also provides IP support for contracts and negotiations for corporate 
transactions and external research activities. Prior to joining Blueprint 
Medicines, Dr. Loebach was an associate at Mintz Levin for nine years and 
most recently, she worked as Patent Counsel at Takeda Pharmaceuticals. 
She also held positions at Merck Research Laboratories, first working as 
a Medicinal Chemist. After three years, she became a member of Merck’s 
External Scientific Affairs team, where she led the scientific review and 
contract negotiations for external opportunities related to platform 
technologies, particularly for proteomics and imaging platforms.

Jill Ann Mello, Ph.D.
Partner, Intellectual Property

McCarter & English

Dr. Jill Mello has over 17 years of experience in intellectual property law. 
Her practice focuses in the area of life sciences, and includes particular 
experience in the technology areas of cancer therapeutics, antibodies, 
immunology, human cell therapeutics, microbiology and the microbiome, 
biomarkers and molecular diagnostics, nucleic acid therapeutics, small 
molecule therapeutics, drug formulations, drug discovery platform 
technologies and bioinformatics. 

Dr. Mello has extensive experience assisting clients in the strategic 
development and management of complex patent portfolios worldwide 
that are aligned with their business objectives.   She assists clients in 
the preparation of patentability, infringement and freedom-to-operate 
analysis and opinions, with due diligence evaluations, as well as with the 
preparation and negotiation of collaboration and license agreements.  Dr. 
Mello has experience with involvement in opposition proceedings before 
the European Patent Office. She represents a wide array of clients including 
early stage companies, small and mid-size biotechnology companies, 
pharmaceutical corporations, academic institutions, and venture-capital 
firms.   

Prior to joining the firm, Dr. Mello earned her Ph.D. in Biochemistry from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Dr. Mello’s doctoral thesis 
focused on elucidating the therapeutic mechanisms of the anticancer drug 
cisplatin. Following her Ph.D., Dr. Mello carried out postdoctoral research 
on chromatin dynamics at the Curie Institute in Paris, France, for which 
she was the recipient of a Chateaubriand fellowship from the French 
government and a grant awarded by Aventis. Her work has been presented 
at international scientific meetings, and has been published in leading peer 
reviewed journals. 

Amy Mendel 
Intellectual Property Counsel

Rheos

Amy Mendel is working in-house at Rheos, Accent & 5am Ventures focusing 
on using IP as a strategic business tool to protect programs, conducting 
due diligence, infringement and validity analysis, and in the intersection of 
FDA and patent laws. Previously, she was Senior Vice President, IP at a few 
Flagship Venture Labs companies: Ohana Biosciences, Epiva Biosciences, 
and Evelo Biosciences, which merged with Epiva. Prior to entering the start-
up world, Ms. Mendel was Vice President and Associate General Cousnel 
for ZIOPHARM Oncology, Intrexon’s exclusive channel partner in oncology, 
and was Associate General counsel for Clinical Data, a pharmaceutical 
company that was bought by Forest Laboratories for $1.2 billion in April 
2011. She also worked as a patent attorney at Greenberg Traurig and at 
Wolf Greenfield.

FACULTY
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Scott Miller 
Deputy Chief Intellectual Property Counsel 

Thermo Fisher Scientific

Intellectual Property Counsel with a demonstrated history of achievement 
in the life and pharmaceutical sciences and more than 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of IP law and practice. Doctorate in Molecular 
Biology.

Ahmed Mousa
Vice President of Licensing, Intellectual Property & Legal Affairs

Pieris Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Ahmed Mousa joined Pieris in January 2016 and currently serves as Vice 
President, Licensing, IP & Legal Affairs with responsibility for Pieris’ legal 
matters, including licensing and corporate activities and the company’s 
global patent portfolio. Prior to joining Pieris, Ahmed was an attorney with 
the law firm Covington & Burling LLP, where he represented pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology companies in a range of matters. Ahmed was also 
previously a law clerk at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
and an IP Associate at the law firm Kirkland & Ellis LLP. Ahmed obtained 
undergraduate degrees in Molecular Biology and Government from Cornell 
University with research experience prior to his legal career focused on 
tumor biology and angiogenesis. Ahmed graduated from Georgetown Law 
with honors, where he was the Editor-in-Chief of the Georgetown Journal of 
International Law.

William Neeley 
Director, Legal Affairs & Intellectual Property

Magenta Therapeutics

William Neeley is Director, Legal Affairs & Intellectual Property at Magenta 
Therapeutics, is an experienced patent attorney specializing in patent 
portfolio strategy and management, licensing, and IP due diligence for 
pharma and biotechnology companies.

Richie Paul 
Vice President, Intellectual Property Operations

Alkermes

Richie Paul is Vice President, Intellectual Property Operations at Alkermes, 
is an Irish and European patent & trade mark attorney with over 25 years 
experience in both in-house and private practice roles, with a strong focus 
on the pharmaceutical and life sciences sectors. Day-to-day responsibility 
for patent & trade mark portfolios covering various Alkermes’ commercial 
products and pipeline candidates, and for external IP budget. Mr. Paul 
is a member of Board of Directors of Alkermes’ primary Irish operating 
company (Alkermes Pharma Ireland Limited) & a number of other entities in 
Alkermes corporate group.

Paul Popeo
Co-Leader of our Trade Secret Group

Choate Hall & Stewart LLP

Paul Popeo is Co-Chair of Choate’s litigation department, Co-Leader of 
Choate’s Trade Secret Group, and has more than 20 years of experience 
representing the country’s premier technology and life sciences compa-nies 
and their CEO’s in a range of high stakes litigation matters in federal and 
state courts throughout the nation. He has extensive experience counseling 
some of the country’s leading companies and their Boards of Directors on a 
wide range of litigation and pre-litigation strategies con-cerning technology 
and intellectual property disputes and fiduciary and governance issues. 
He has deep experience litigating disputes involving the misappropriation 
of trade secrets for market leaders in the biophar-macological, medical 
device, and computer hardware and software fields. He also represents 
public and private companies, hedge funds and finan-cial services firms 
in disputes arising from mergers and acquisitions, fi-nancial restructuring, 
bond issuance and various debt structures. Paul is a seasoned trial lawyer 
who has successfully tried numerous cases in state and federal district 
courts across the country. He is listed in The Legal 500 for Trade Secrets.

Mr. Popeo is a past member of Choate’s Executive Committee, and has 
served as a Special Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and as a Special Assistant District Attorney for Suffolk 
County.

FACULTY



IP EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE FOR LIFE SCIENCES | MARCH 28, 2019

Kent Robbins
Vice President of Sales 

Murgitroyd

Kent Robbins serves as Vice President Business Development for 
Murgitroyd.  In this role he collaborates with Murgitroyd’s domestic and 
international client base to provide outsourced Global IP Patent and 
Trademark Services to include portfolio management, docketing solutions, 
translation services and the full suite of patent searching options.  He also 
leads Murgitroyd’s Domestic IP Law Firm Strategic Partnership Program.

Serving as a Captain in the US Marine Corps from 1998 – 2007, Kent 
deployed on multiple combat tours in the Middle East and Asia and 
participated in Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom. 

After leaving the military, Kent’s private-sector executive career includes 
career includes leadership roles with ADP, Gardner Denver Thomas, bsi and 
docuLynx.

Jennifer Zarutskie Sieczkiewicz 
Vice President, Chief Intellectual Property Counsel

Wave Life Sciences

Jen Sieczkiewicz is Vice President, Chief Intellectual Property Counsel 
at Wave Life Sciences, where she oversees Wave’s intellectual property 
department and intellectual property efforts worldwide. 

Prior to joining Wave, Jen worked at Biogen for the past eight years, most 
recently as Business Development Counsel. Prior to that, she worked in a 
variety of other roles, including Director of IP Strategy and Operations. Jen 
has been involved with a number of deals at Biogen, including last month’s 
collaboration with Ionis and before that, the acquisition of an AMPA 
receptor antagonist from Pfizer. During her tenure at Biogen, Jen served as 
lead asset team counsel for Biogen’s antisense and gene therapy programs, 
including the SPINRAZA® team, and a number of its MS programs including 
TYSABRI®. She also served as IP counsel on Biogen’s buy-out of Elan’s 
interest in TYSABRI®. Prior to joining Biogen, Jen served as Director of IP 
at Dyax. Prior to Dyax, Jen learned her craft as an IP lawyer at Foley Hoag, 
counseling clients on a range of IP matters. 

In addition to her legal role, Jen is an active volunteer, mom, horse farm 
owner and former competitive triathlete. She currently serves as an 
Overseer of the Museum of Science in June. She has previously been active 
as a member of the Boards of the Boston Patent Law Association and 
Women Entrepreneurs in Science and Technology (WEST). Jen received her 
J.D. from Boston University Law School, her Ph.D., in Biological Chemistry 
from MIT, and her A.B. in Chemistry from Bryn Mawr College.

Harriet Strimpel 
Chief Intellectual Property Counsel

New England Biolabs

Chief Patent Counsel at New England Biolabs (17 years) creating and 
managing a globally and ssubject matter diverse portfolio of IP (patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, tradesecrets, licensing, FTOs) The IP covers Life 
science reagents including NextGen sequencing reagents. I am a graduate 
of Oxford University , UK where I obtained a doctorate in molecular 
virology. I obtained my law degree at Suffolk Law School. I practiced patent 
law for more than ten years at Bromberg & Sunstein LLP before joining 
New England Biolabs. Prior to joining Bromberg & Sunstein, I was principal 
of HMS Biosciences advising investors and biotechnology companies in 
technical and business strategies and before that I was a scientist at Biogen 
Corp in Cambridge, Massachusetts. I have participated in continuing 
education programs for MCLE, BBA and others.

Russell Thom
Head of Practice - Patents: Chemistry and Biotechnology

Murgitroyd

Russell Thom’s scientific background includes a degree in medical 
biochemistry from the University of Glasgow and a PhD relating to the 
determination of the protein structure of glutathione-S-transferases 
to enhance herbicide selectivity. With a core expertise in the field of 
biotechnology, Russell has a particular focus on peptide-based therapies, 
nucleic acid-based therapeutics, diagnostic assays and medical devices.

He has worked extensively with universities, biotechnology companies, and 
large corporates, assisting them on all aspects of the patent process. This 
includes the assessment of initial ideas through to the delivery of a suitable 
patent strategy, optimized to achieve the commercial goals required.

Russell has been extensively involved with initiatives to raise IP awareness 
within organizations. He routinely provides seminars, workshops and IP 
surgeries to academics and R&D staff to promote knowledge in relation 
to intellectual property. He has also worked with a number of larger 
organizations to develop intellectual property policies covering all 
aspects of IP management, from initial capture and review of inventions 
to management processes for large intellectual property portfolios. That 
allows organizations to maximize the return from their intellectual assets.

Russell joined Murgitroyd in 2000 and is based in the company’s Edinburgh 
office. He was appointed Director of Patents in 2008. As practice group 
leader of the company’s life sciences and chemistry team, he has a leading 
role in the management of the company’s life sciences and chemistry 
offering across Europe. He also has responsibility for risk management 
issues across the company.

FACULTY
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George Xixis
Vice President, Legal Affairs & Intellectual Property

Decibel Therapeutics

George Xixis provides both legal and strategic advice to companies with 
complex needs across a wide area of industries, with a focusing on the 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical, chemical and medical device spaces. He 
has extensive experience in intellectual property portfolio development 
and management (including patent prosecution), due diligence and patent 
litigation as well as licensing and strategic alliances.

Christiana Xin Zhang, Ph.D.
Partner, Intellectual Property

McCarter & English

Dr. Christiana Xin Zhang has over a decade of experience in patent 
prosecution and management. Christiana concentrates on the area of 
pharmaceuticals and biotechnology. Prior to joining the firm, she was an 
in-house patent counsel at a medium-sized biotechnology company in the 
Boston area, where she was responsible for designing patent strategy and 
overseeing patent prosecution. Christiana also worked at two law firms in 
the Boston area as a Patent Agent, managing patent portfolios for clients 
from both small and large companies as well as academic institutions. 
She has extensive experience in U.S. and foreign patent preparation and 
prosecution, patent validity and freedom-to-operate opinions as well as 
due diligence and patent landscape analysis.

Christiana received her PhD in Chemistry at the Johns Hopkins University. 
She then went on to post-doctoral research at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology where she studied the mechanism of cisplatin and other 
platinum-based anti-cancer drugs, and received the Anna Fuller Fund 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Molecular Oncology. After post-doctoral 
research, Christiana conducted independent research in the area of 
bioinorganic chemistry as an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. Christiana has published a number of scientific 
articles in journals such as the Journal of the American Chemical Society.

Christiana graduated from Suffolk University Law School cum laude. 
She was awarded Best Brief Award in the First Year Legal Practice Skills 
Program.

FACULTY



IP EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE FOR LIFE SCIENCES | MARCH 28, 2019

 

Choate Hall & Stewart LLP has been one of the nation’s 
premier law firms for over a century. We enjoy what we do 
and are privileged to serve our clients and contribute to 
their success. Choate has chosen to be distinctly different, in 
a number of important respects, from the firms with which 
we compete. We believe that those differences materially 
benefit our clients. Choate stands out in a legal marketplace 
that is crowded and intensely competitive. Our mission is to 
help clients capitalize on their most promising opportunities 
and find solutions to their most significant problems. Clients 
retain us because they expect, as we expect from ourselves, 
uniformly exceptional judgment, service, and value. Our 
lawyers are seasoned trusted advisors, with deep industry 
knowledge and practical business judgment. Choate and 
its lawyers are consistently recognized by third parties for 
excellence and leadership in their fields. Our partners are 
directly and actively involved in client matters. We pride 
ourselves on aggressively and effectively representing 
clients, always within the context of their business and 
strategic goals. Our goal is to be important strategic advisors 
for, and partners with, our clients, while embodying our core 
values of excellence, integrity, intensity, creativity, diversity 
& inclusion, teamwork, and respect.
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Paul Popeo

Co-Leader of Trade Secret Group

ppopeo@choate.com

 

Intellectual Property is a critical business asset for any 
organization. Our clients choose McCarter & English 
for their Intellectual Property needs because of our 
technical depth, strategic patent, trademark, and 
copyright counseling and portfolio management, and our 
experience in handling complex licensing, regulatory and 
litigation matters. With more than 125 IP professionals, 
including 32 Ph.D.s, the group works for clients in virtually 
every industry and technology, including biologics, 
biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, digital 
health, nanotechnology, manufacturing, clean energy, 
communications, electrical and computer technologies and 
textiles. We represent clients who are pioneers in fields such 
as RNAi, CRISPR, stem cell therapies and the microbiome 
and are building and managing complex, worldwide patent 
portfolios protecting blockbuster biologics and small 
molecule drugs. McCarter & English is a 400 attorney law 
firm serving Fortune 100 businesses from offices in Boston, 
Hartford, Stamford, New York, Newark, East Brunswick, 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Washington, DC. www.
mccarter.com for more information.

Jill Ann Mello, Ph.D.

Partner, Intellectual Property

jmello@mccarter.com

Christiana Xin Zhang, Ph.D.

Partner, Intellectual Property

czhang@mccarter.com
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Murgitroyd is recognized as one of the largest European 
patent and trademark attorney firms. We offer a one-stop 
solution for in-house counsel, giving advice and maximizing 
IP portfolio strategies with cost savings. Vetted under 
ISO 9001:2015 for quality assurance, we specialize in 
providing European patent and trademark drafting, filing, 
prosecution, as well as global foreign filing, docketing, EP 
validations, translations and renewals services through our 
17 worldwide offices and extensive global network.

Russell Thom

Head of Practice - Patents: Chemistry & Biotechnology

russell.thom@murgitroyd.com

Kent Robbins

Vice President of Sales 

kent.robbins@murgitroyd.com
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